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Perfect Storm
Mounting evidence of a failure to protect our waterways
One of the great pleasures of working at Leveller Towers®, is
the view of the River Parrett. It may look angry, dark and
brooding right now, but in the summer it is the picture of a
leisurely waterway brimming with possibilities. Local
children swim in the river, jump off some of the bridges and
there are plans to get pleasure boats using the waters too.
Yet the Parrett, like all the other waterways of Somerset
contains a dark secret. In recent weeks a whole flurry of
announcements have cast doubt over the water quality in
our rivers and the way that it is managed. Last month the
Farmerados set up shop at Junction 24. See p32
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Photo credit Aisling Magill Photography.
(DEFRA ), the Government department in which Taunton
MP, Rebecca Pow is a minister, noted that just 14% of rivers met the Government’s own criteria for good ecological status or
good ecological potential. None of those were in Somerset.
Ms Pow, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State at DEFRA noted that “We are committed to improving our water with a legally
binding target in the Environment Bill and we are making a concerted effort on many fronts. This includes working with water companies
who are investing £4.6 billion in improvements, educating and incentivising farmers to reduce harmful run-off and developing a new
chemicals strategy.” (see page 26)

Lockdown and The Leveller®
As we were merrily going about our way putting this issue to
bed, the Prime Minister announced another lockdown.
This is a major issue for us.
Many of our outlets will now be closed.
So we have reluctantly concluded that we will run this
edition as a joint November/December edition.
We will continue to distribute the paper throughout that time,
supplying new outlets as they reopen and topping up existing
ones as they run out.
Our distributors will continue to socially distance as they
collect their copies. They will all be supplied with masks and
gloves to use during distribution.
AND we continue to use an anti-microbial wash in our
print process to protect our readers. As we have said
before, we will continue to do this until the pandemic
is over.
What next?
We will keep you up to date online and on social media as the
situation changes.
You will be able to continue to pick up our news stories from
across Somerset throughout the lock down on our news
website at https://leveller.live/
We will restart our hardcopy newspaper on 15 January
regardless of the situation. Our commitment to hard copy
newspapers is undimininished. We look forward to publishing
for you again in the New Year.
In the meantime please stay safe and well. God Bless.
Andrew Lee, Editor
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This is the most difficult year in living memory and there has
been much uncertainty about how we will be able to celebrate
Christmas. Since March, our lives have suffered the kind of
disruption that was never thought possible in this country.
The last months have taught us to recognise our own
vulnerability and to accept that, no matter what our status, we
are all in the same boat. Cancelling important family events,
coping with bereavement and suffering the pain of isolation are
just some of the hardships that have beset us. And many have
been crippled with worry.
I thank our charities and voluntary organisations, often
supported by our community foundations, for bringing
comfort and relief at this time of need. Individuals have shown
that they really cared about their neighbours. Groups have
formed, motivated by compassion and kindness, to offer
coordinated help to their community, especially those who
feel vulnerable and alone. Our health service has served us so
well, regularly working tirelessly in our hospitals and
elsewhere. Our businesses have looked after their workforce
as well as they can and they have done their best to keep our
economy going.
The gratitude of all in Somerset must go to the police as they
serve and protect us. Their sensitive use of engage, explain
and encourage has enabled us to adapt to life under these
ever-changing restrictions; we thank you.
As Advent marks the beginning of the Christian year, so the
approaching New Year of 2021 should herald our hope for
the future. Hope is the greatest gift we have and we must
nurture it. Let us enjoy this time with our families this
Christmas as best we can.
Mary-Clare Rodwell
High Sheriff of Somerset

Letters to the editor
Dear Sir,
I am writing on behalf of the Inland Waterways Association to
congratulate Langport Town Council and its residents on
completing the Langport River Project and for adding so much
value to their river and riverside, so often described as the
Jewell in the Crown of Langport and deserving that accolade
even more now, following all the enhancements.
We are particularly excited to see the river and riverside
opened up to residents and visitors in this way. Recent
completion of the new riverside path between Langport and
Huish Bridge, together with the new Car Park and Amenity
Area and completed slipway repairs at Huish Bridge, will
further increase the accessible river and riverside which is
really good. We are aware that the project is already reaping
rewards for Langport as visitor numbers have increased this
year and are expected to increase further, also that several
new businesses have been attracted to the town, which we
know is most welcome.
The West Country Branch of the IWA has been delighted to
support the river project since its start and to assist the Town
Council and many others in their hard work to attract the
necessary funding and complete the work on this far-sighted
project. We were also delighted to see the repaired slipway
in use for the first time on Sunday 25th October, by Cruiser
Nauti Sausage. Well done to everyone.
Yours faithfully,
Ray Alexander
Chairman, IWA West Country Branch

Next issue dates: Copy deadline 29 November
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Publication date 15 December

Letters to the editor
Dear Editor
My friend Neil Christie lived in Thorney. I have not heard
from him and am afraid something has happened to him as his
email is closed and his phone number gone. I am really
worried and have tried all sorts of ways to find out what has
happened to him. I have just discovered you are a local paper
for the area and wonder if a story about him or obituary has
been in your paper. I last had lunch with him on22nd July. I
wonder if it is possible you may have any news of him. Thank
you so much in advance.
Margaret Lewis
Editors note: If anyone has information they can write to the editor
and we will pass it on to Margaret Lewis

colleagues’ experiences. This is a hard-hitting video we felt
was essential to highlight the severity of the issue.
Information on all of these actions can be found here:
https://coop.ly/2GmP0MB.
If we all play our part and we all work together then we can
stop this wave of violence which has been getting
progressively worse over the last few years.
We need politicians, police and the rest of society to
remember these crimes are not victimless. They affect real
people.
Mark Smith
Chief Executive
Southern Co-op

Dear Editor,
In September, we joined 22 of the UK’s major retailers and
associations in publishing an open letter in The Sunday Times
to the Prime Minister calling for more effective legal
protection for our colleagues from an ever-rising tide of
abuse, threats and violence.
We now need your reader’s direct support to keep this
momentum going.
Our store colleagues have been working tirelessly to protect
customers during the pandemic. Despite their hard work,
violence and threats have become part of the job - they do
not deserve this.
As a regional, independent co-operative, we’ve been tackling
crime from every angle - causes, prevention, reporting and
justice. Although there have been some positive steps
forward, more needs to be done.
Please consider writing to your MP, signing the national
petition or viewing the film we put together of our

Dear editor
Recently we received a 'Notification of Planning Consent' for
another building proposition in Pibsbury. With current
building works, Pibsbury has grown by IRO 50%
As a resident of Pibsbury, I was asked to comment.
We have major issues regarding flooding & any further
building so close to the flooding zone is only going to
exacerbate the current issues.
Our grade 2 property (which everyone wants us to keep
shipshape) is further impinged by the continual building here
in this tiny Hamlet. They are also proposing to build on
agricultural land..which I understood is not the norm.
How can I make as much noise as possible in objection? Is
this of interest to yourselves?
Deborah Blencowe
Pibsbury,
Huish Episcopi
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor
Participation is Key
Even before Covid-19 was headline news, the message
coming from the NHS at all levels had been for us all to take
more responsibility for our own health. For many this was
just highlighting what was already commonplace but, with the
increasing demand for NHS services, the need to look after
ourselves – physically and emotionally – took on a higher
priority. Then the pandemic hit us and ‘protecting the NHS’
soon became a mantra and the unprecedented scale of the
impact required us all to rethink how we participate in
managing our own wellbeing.
Now we are used to a modified way of receiving healthcare.
Visiting our local GP practice as a first point of call has
generally been replaced by online or telephone consultations,
with a triage system determining the most appropriate next
step. While it has taken a while to adapt to these new ways,
given the current circumstances and the need to keep staff
and patients safe, most people have recognised the overall
level of care has not been unduly compromised, even if it has
been delivered by alternative means.
Behind the scenes, GP practices are encouraged to liaise
closely with their Patients’ Participation Group (PPG) whose
role during these challenging times has been vital. At their
best PPGs are sounding boards for change, innovation and
development as well as being a channel for patient feedback
and for registering concerns. In the spirit of participation,
PPGs do not ‘manage’ complaints but do monitor, on behalf
of patients, how concerns are processed.
PPG members are encouraged to be proactive by helping to
shape how both clinical and administrative aspects of a
practice can be improved and/or enhanced to better meet
the needs of patients in an ever-changing healthcare
environment. To this end, recruitment to PPGs of a broad
representation of patients is a major objective. Providing
voices that speak from differing perspectives is the ‘added
value’ every PPG seeks.
The level of involvement by any one member is very much in
her/his hands. Regular meetings (usually between 6 and 10
times per year) provide the basis for engagement with
colleagues and practice staff. Beyond that, there will be
opportunities to contribute through consultation (e.g. revamping a website) and practical assistance (e.g. stewarding at
vaccination clinics).
Yes, it is right that we each take more responsibility for our
own health and wellbeing but we can also participate in
supporting the delivery of local healthcare for today and
looking to the future, through membership of a PPG. For
further information, contact your local practice and ask to be
put in touch with the PPG Chair – details may also be
available via your practice’s website.
Brian Pearson
Chair, Buttercross (Somerton) and Ilchester PPG
Dear Editor
Axbridge Pageant
It is the end of October. By now the town of Axbridge
should have been basking in reflective glory from another
riotously successful Pageant, carried out in a cavalcade of
colour and collective exuberance over the blessed three,
sunny, dry days which marked the August Bank Holiday.
All the hard work and attention to detail done, the
exhilaration of performance spent, leaving, as it has in the
past, a recognisable sense of well being which will have kept
us warm through the long winter months. A job well done,
the costumes and props carefully packed away and leaving
6

Getting a copy of The Leveller®
We can only apologise to our loyal readers that we are
merging our November and December issues this month. This
is something we would only ever do as a last resort.
Regular outlets
This month and into December we will aim to supply The
Leveller® in as many of our usual outlets as possible.
Assuming post offices, food outlets and newsagents are open,
we believe we will have copies available in most communities.
Online
An online version of the paper will be published. You will be
able to download this from our website during the lockdown.
LevellerLive
Our website Leveller.Live will continue to run news stories
throughout the lockdown period and up until our next hard
copy edition in January. However I want to stress to all of our
readers that we remain a dedicated hard copy newspaper
publisher and it is not our intention to move fully online.
Subscription
We would like to encourage as many of our readers as
possible to take up subscriptions. We do understand that it is
not ideal. We would rather deliver you a free paper. But if
these disruptions continue, the most effective way to get the
paper to you is by a mail out. However that means we have to
cover the cost of administration and postage.
For the moment you can get a subscription by sending a
cheque for £30 to:
Even Handed Licensing Limited, Great Western House,
Westover, langport TA10 9RB.
I’m acutely aware that £30 is a lot of money for some
households and we will be looking at ways of making
subscriptions cheaper in the New Year.
lingering memories for another ten years.
It wasn’t to be of course and the Bank Holiday weekend saw
the Square empty of Stands and packed audiences, empty
without it’s hundreds of performers and the place was all the
poorer for it’s absence.
As we all know only too clearly the whole thing was taken
out of our hands and was replaced with the increasingly grim
world which is Covid 19, our ‘new normal’, to coin a horrible
phrase.
We had great hopes back in March that by postponing the
Pageant of 2020 we would be clear of this thing by the winter
and we would then be able to resume work in earnest in
readiness for 2021. Work we would be starting now, on all
fronts, with groups of people working closely together on
costumes, props, construction, fund raising, rehearsing,
planning ; marching on to bring it back to life for the new
summer ahead.
However, ‘this thing’ has not gone away and as we move
toward winter the country has been, once again, thrown into
chaos and uncertainty. We are subject to the ‘Rule of 6’,
threatened further lockdowns, Christmas has been put on
hold or cancelled and the grim, ubiquitous mask is an
obligatory, vital, part of our wardrobe and lives.
It will come as no surprise then that we have taken the sad
but inevitable and sensible decision to postpone the Pageant
from 2021 as, quite simply, it cannot and will not happen in a
forbidding climate which is set to with us for the foreseeable
future.
However, we are determined that this unique event, destined
to be written in the history books, will not be beaten out of
sight. We know that the Community of Axbridge value it
highly and that a huge amount of hard work, goodwill and

Advertisement
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Letters to the editor
love has already gone into it.
Therefore, we formally announce that we are not in the
business of defeat. We aim, instead, to re-route the Axbridge
Pageant to August Bank Holiday 2022 when we sincerely
hope that we will once again have the time to prepare
carefully and safely, the freedom to perform collectively as a
town and to be able to see the Square full to the brim with
expectant crowds for what is a joyous and memorable event.
We need to continue to live the dream. We all hope that it is
a realistic dream.
John Bailey.
Artistic Director, Axbridge Pageant.
The following exchange of letters between Sean Dromgoole
Labour Party Spokesperson for Somerton & Frome and David
Warnurton, MP for Somerserton & frome was facilitated by
The Leveller®
Dear Editor
Through you and The Leveller®, I’d like to address David
Warburton, MP for Somerton and Frome.
David
It has now been ten months since the people of Somerton
and Frome returned you to represent them in Parliament.
The period since has been a tumultuous one. We didn’t know
as we campaigned against each other, that a public health
crisis was looming. It is certainly one that would have
challenged any government. It has however highlighted
certain short comings in the Government you support. Short
Cummings (sic) that I feel, as our elected representative, you
should explain…
1)
When did you realise that the “oven-ready” Brexit deal
“didn’t make sense”? The quotes are both Mr Johnson’s. Was
it during the campaign? Was it the week before last, when Mr
Cummings explained that was the new line? Either way, you
misled the people of Somerton and Frome, and the question
is when will you be apologising for misleading them?
2)
Historically people associate Conservative Party with
Law and Order. Our international reputation has previously
been impeccable as an upholder of law. Sadly this is no longer
the case. The question then is why have you voted with the
Government to pass laws that break international treaties?
3)
In your brief period as a PPS you were in the
Department of Education. They seem to be missing your
experienced and steady hand. Firstly they created an absolute
fiasco out of the GCSE and A level results this summer. On
Monday we found out they are now banning the use of
materials from “anti-capitalist sources”. Governments that
bury all forms of thought, other than their own, have some
very unsavoury historical predecessors. The question to you
David, as a teacher, is how can you support a government
that burns books?
4)
I appreciate that in finding our way through this health
crisis we need to balance health priorities against those of the
economy. So David I feel forced to ask you why do you
suppose it is that, in this country, we have both the highest
death rate and the most severe damage to our economy?
5)
In dealing with this health crisis, normal tendering
processes have been abandoned and a remarkable number of
high value contracts have been awarded to companies with
direct links to the Government. This has been true for PPE
provision, track and trace, and most disastrously, testing. The
provision has been appalling and the profiteering little short
of criminal. We now approach the period in which the whole
country must be vaccinated. Vaccination will require storage,
distribution, accreditation, application and monitoring. So
David I must ask what steps have you taken to make sure the
8

provision of vaccines is managed equitably for public health
not just profitably for Mr Cummings’ friends?
David I am sure you appreciate that many back here, in
Somerton and Frome, where they elected you, want to know
the answers to the above questions.
Best
Sean Dromgoole
Labour Parliamentary Spokesperson for Somerton & Frome.
Hi Sean,
Many thanks for your letter and I do hope this finds you well.
It’s good to hear from you and am very happy to briefly
respond to the points you raise. Before I do, I note the
Dominic Cummings leitmotif running through your message –
and, as I think you know, I was among the first Conservative
MPs publicly to call for his dismissal after his trip to Barnard
Castle. I realise that he arouses strong passions, but think
that the employment status of a special adviser is a matter of
secondary importance during a global pandemic. And
Downing Street advisers of all parties often tend to attract
public ire – from Alastair Campbell and Damian McBride to
Andy Coulson and Bernard Ingham. But given that I have no
power to hire or fire Downing Street staff, I prefer to focus
on the things I can change. I’ll briefly address your points in
turn.
1, The phrase “oven-ready” referred to the Withdrawal
Agreement rather than the post-transitional period deal that
is currently being negotiated – so I think it’s a little unfair to
suggest that I’ve ‘misled’ the people of Somerton and Frome.
I’ve always been entirely transparent about my broader view
on Brexit – that the referendum result must be given
expression by government actions, with a free-trade deal as
my preferred outcome. I’ve never spoken to or
corresponded with Dominic Cummings, so the finer details of
his thoughts on the matter are unknown to me.
2, In answer to your concluding rhetorical question, the
answer is, perhaps unsurprisingly, no. Clause 45 of the
Internal Market Bill equips Ministers with the ability to
protect the free movement of goods between Northern
Ireland and the UK mainland if the EU decide to erect
barriers. That’s to protect the constitutional coherence of
the UK. And when the EU has faced threats to its own
constitutional coherence in the past (as in their response to
the case of Kadi vs the European Commission), they have
disregarded international law, arguing that it can “never enjoy
primacy over provisions…that form part of the constitutional
foundations of the union”. We have our own union to
protect – and that’s what I sought to do in my votes on that
Bill.
3, As a former music teacher, I know first-hand the
transformative power of education. That’s why I wrote and
then spoke to the Secretary of State immediately after the
decision around A-level grade calculations was taken – and I
was pleased to see that those representations precipitated a
rethink. Obviously, any system that replaced exams would
have been inherently sub-optimal, but it’s a little unfair to
criticise a government for being inflexible – and then decrying
them for listening to and acting on public opinion.
4, You’re absolutely right in your diagnosis of the problem the suspension of much that makes everyday life worthwhile
and viable, or widespread loss of life itself. My team and I
have been working flat-out since March to mitigate the effects
of COVID-19 and the consequent social restrictions upon the
people of our area and will continue to do so. In terms of the
wider correspondences between the impact on the UK and
other European countries, I think it’s worth waiting until this

Letters to the editor
can be reliably assessed rather than attempting to do so now.
That should, and will happen, and it’s vital that every country
draws what lessons it can to protect its people against any
future crisis.
5, This is an enormously important issue. But in many cases,
existing providers were given emergency contract extensions
rather than new contracts. Obviously, the nature of a
government contract extension doesn't include open
tendering, but the original contract awarded was subject to an
open tendering process. Given the time-critical nature of
shoring up supply-chains for PPE and testing - and the need to
build on existing expertise, I can see the logic behind this
approach. There are extremely rigorous rules around the
awarding of government contracts (updated at the beginning
of this year) and I’ll push for any supplier found to have
breached those to face appropriate penalties.
Thanks again for your questions Sean – and I hope to be able
to talk in person again when that becomes possible.
Best wishes as ever,
David
David Warburton
MP for Somerton & Frome

Letters to the Editor
We are always happy to read your letters and emails and
publish the most interesting ones each month. However we
do not publish letters sent anonymously. We recently
received one that asked “Do you dare to publish this”. The
answer is, no, not if you don’t dare to put your name to it….
You can write to: The Editor. Leveller Publishing Group,
Great western House, Westover, Langport TA10 9RB
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Local News - Langport, Somerton and villages

Double blow for village by the editor
Fivehead has already lost a village shop.
Back in August the village lost The
Langford, the wonderful restaurant
with rooms run by Olly and Rebecca
Jackson. It is a sad loss of a wonderful
restaurant in a beautiful country house
setting.
But now The Crown pub is also to
close. An application has been made to
turn it into housing after attempts to
sell the pub as a going concern, ran into
the pandemic. The move has been
opposed by villagers who have set up a
“Save Our Crown” group. At Fivehead
Parish Council in October, councillors
voted against the planning application.
They voted instead to move to have
the pub declared a community asset
(strictly speaking an Asset Of
Community Value). The planning
application will almost certainly go to
South Somerset District Council
(SSDC), Area North. However the
October meeting of Area North has
been cancelled so it is unlikely to be
decided before the 25 November
meeting.
Save Our Crown note “Not far away,
the transformation of the King William IV
(in Curry Rivel) is all but complete; the
Rose and Crown at Stoke St Gregory,
whilst still trading, remains on the market
as either a pub or for residential use with
planning consent already in place. The
Crown has been an integral part of the
village of Fivehead for centuries; it is a
characterful building in parts dating back
to the 16th century, with flagstone floors,
beams, inglenook fireplace, skittle alley,
dining room, beer garden and is everything

you would want in a village pub.” Save
Our Crown (SOC) is trying to
encourage objections to the Planning
Application. They have undertaken a
survey of homes in Fivehead, Swell, Isle
Brewers and Isle Abbots to gauge
support for their efforts. You can visit
their website at fivehead.org.uk for
more information and the final survey
results.
All avenues exhausted
We should add we were also sad to
see the pub close. The pub and in
particular the landlord Steve Chastell
have been valued supporters of The
Leveller®, helping to get the paper out
to the rural community around
Fivehead. So, in saying that, we accept
we may not be unbiased in our views.
We contacted the landlord and
landlady Steve and his wife Jacqui to ask
why they felt they had to close the pub.
It is as ever the same arguments we see
from community to community. The
pandemic does not help, but actually if
people want a village pub, they need to
support it. All too often the support
arrives when it is too late. Steve and
Jacqui told us “It is with a heavy heart
that we have to announce the closure of
our pub. Unfortunately due to the current
restrictions the main stay of our business
i.e. skittles and darts have been suspended
indefinitely. We have been saying for the
last three or four years that if the skittles
and darts went then so would the pub.
Over the last 13 years we have tried to
encourage the village inhabitants to use
the pub but, to no avail.
We have put on various events like Live

Music, Race nights and more recently Folk
and Acoustic nights with very poor
attendance from the locals. Even a New
Year’s Eve disco we were lucky if we had
10 people in the pub. When our village
shop closed in 2011 (again due to lack of
support) we were asked and took on the
mantel and started opening as a
shop/newsagent’s at 7am. Again the selling
of bread, eggs, milk, and cheese have
ceased through lack of demand.
We asked every household to give us an
idea of what they might buy from their
village shop and only got seven responses.
So this was not supported. We have
offered pizza and fish and chips takeaway
in the past again this only lasted a few
months again not being supported by the
villagers. We are actively offering food take
away service since the lock down which is
now diminishing due to the fact that the
villagers can go elsewhere. An example of
this is that a fish & wagon turned up at
the village hall and there were people
queuing there, that have never used our
services.
In our time here we have supported
everything that the village has put on with
very little if any reciprocation. It would
appear that the majority of the villagers
like the idea of having a pub in the village
but do not see the need to support it.
When the pub was under threat before in
2003, 267 villagers signed a petition
saying they would use the pub. In the
census published in 2007 it clearly stated
“The pub is lost to the village”. Now, even
if restrictions were lifted, we cannot be a
viable entity with the regular support of
less than 2% of the villagers.”

Tree Planting on the Levels - NOW
The Climate Emergency, Covid pandemic and major political
events have made 2020 a year like no other. Maintaining one’s
mental and physical well-being is a precarious business, but
experts agree that involvement with the natural world helps.
Our beloved county of Somerset has a range of natural assets
to explore and admire, but it has a woefully low level of tree
cover.
Reimagining the Levels (RtL) is an organisation formed after
the catastrophic flooding in 2013/14. The impact of these
floods on individuals, communities, the economy and the environment demonstrated the pressing need for a more joinedup approach that looked at the causes and solutions to flooding across the entire catchment of the Somerset Levels. To
this end, planting trees, shrubs and hedgerows slows the flow
of water by allowing it to percolate through the soil into the
aquifers rather than overwhelming streams and rivers; working with nature to alleviate flood risk, using trees to infiltrate
the soils and intercept heavy rainfall.
Letting nature help itself
In partnership with Somerset Rivers Authority, the Farmers
and Wildlife Advisory Group SW and the Woodland Trust,
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RtL is offering grants for plantings on small plots of land that
will aid water management. An example of this in action can
be seen at Curry Rivel. The Curry Woods Conservation
Trust recently purchased a field adjoining ancient woodland.
Known locally as the Continental Divide, the water run-off
goes in two directions: to the south into the village where the
local school has flooded twice in the last decade; to the north
onto West Sedgemoor, where roads and homes were cut off
for months. Bought by an enthusiastic community during lockdown, there are plans to increase tree cover that will retain
water in the upper catchment and so mitigate run-off at
source.
Landowners, Community Groups and Parish Councils with
small areas of land are welcome to apply for a Trees for Water grant. RtL will visit, advise on suitable plantings and provide support through the application process. For
non-landowners, why not consider volunteering a day of your
time to help make up Somerset’s tree deficit. You will have a
muddy but glorious time. The process of applying is easy: visit
the website reimaginingthelevels.org.uk or call Kate
07872664543/katetowers.rtl@gmail.com

Advertisements
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Local News - Langport, Somerton and villages

Cross about crossings

£100,000 raised already!

Langport resident Rachel Jones has started a petition on
change.org to get support for something to be done about the
town’s zebra crossings. The three crossings are: in the town
centre by the square; one down by the bridge; and the third
linking Tesco to the primary school. The latter causes most
concern as it has been the scene of a number of ‘near misses’
at school drop-off and collection times. And, in October 2018
a local resident was sadly killed by a car that failed to stop at
the crossing between the primary school and Tesco.
Residents complain that inconsiderate drivers often fail to stop
for pedestrians and that speeding through the town remains an
issue. This is despite the fact that 20mph signs have been put
up on the approaches to the town centre.
The Headteacher of Huish Episcopi Primary School, Tiffany
Doughty-Davis has expressed support for crossing
improvements. As we went to press the petition had attracted
just under 300 signatures. Rachel will be going to the Town
Council meeting on 17 November to present her petition.
No money in the pot
Here things get a bit messier. Back in March, Langport Town
Councillors voted unanimously to take it to the County
Council. The problem is the Town Council have no remit over
the crossings, it is the job of Somerset County Council (SCC)
to fix this sort of issue. SCC’s Highways Department replied in
May that changing the zebra crossings would be costly.
In fact what this means is they have no budget to do the work.
They have suggested that if County Councillor, Clare Paul
submitted the crossings for a Small Improvement Scheme (SIS),
that could be considered. They then went on to note
submissions for the scheme are closed for the moment. Clare
has agreed to log it with the SIS team ready for when the next
round is open.
But actually the real problem is that everyone already knows
there is a problem. But nobody has a solution. Not now. But
the issues, the near misses, the speeding, the poor lighting,
they are all happening now. As usual it will probably take a
nasty accident or more fatalities for the various authorities to
pull their collective fingers out and sort the problem.

Lots has been happening to preserve the last green space in
Somerton. The bid to save Kirkham Street Field has moved up
a gear following a Public Consultation Event held 25th/26th
September. The event itself was a great success. Using the
Unicorn Skittle Alley and the entrance to the Brunel Precinct
displays and posters showed off the three draft design ideas
for keeping the field green. Damon Bridge from Langport
RSPB came along for Saturday morning and voiced his support
for the enterprise.
A steady flow of people visited both venues and made
comments/suggestions which were collected in boxes, there
were also some good constructive conversations throughout
the various sessions held.
All three ideas were favourably commented on and there have
been some helpful ideas from the public such as for example,
an outdoor table tennis table, an all-age swing and
opportunities for wildlife. All these comments and suggestions
will be collated and will feed into the next stage of the
campaign.
In recent talks between the Kirkham Street Field Community
Trust and Somerset County Council the deadline and the cost
remained unchanged. However there is now the possibility of
purchasing part of the field if we don’t achieve the full target
amount of £750K. The Trustees will be consulting the
Community as widely as possible for their approval to pursue
this option as a secondary target.
For example if the Trust were able to raise £250K it could buy
1/3 of the field which still equals half an acre.
Most importantly though, the Trustees tell us they have now
raised in excess of £100,000, which is amazing. In fact over
£1000 was raised from the event in September!
The Trust is also pursuing the possibility of a grant from the
new Climate Change Emergency Fund. They are being
supported in this by the Town Council which could provide a
good boost to the campaign.
The Trust continues to actively seek donations from every
source available, heartened by the support they have received.
The positive response to the September Public Event was
really encouraging. Donations most welcome, see website www.kirkhamstreetfield.org.uk.
Thanking you for your on-going support.
Any enquiries please contact Judith Hurley 01458 273079

One Way Jose by the editor
The redesign of traffic flowing through the town of Somerton
is now well and truly underway. Last year a priority system
was put in place at the railway bridge on Behind Berry. By
narrowing the carriageway and giving priority in just one
direction the work appears, anecdotally at least, to have
slowed speeding traffic significantly. True there is still some
debate as to whether priority should be for westbound traffic
(as it is today) or eastbound. No doubt that argument will
ebb and flow for many months.
But at the start of October another new scheme saw West
Street turned into a one-way system from the town square
to Pesters Lane. So, exiting the car park in the town centre,
you have to head either west along West Street towards
Tony’s chippy, or turn into Pesters Lane. This stretch of
West Street has always been a problem as both the road and
the pavements are very narrow. In terms of keeping the
traffic moving smoothly at least, it seems to be working well.
Initially your humble correspondent did witness one or two
drivers turning the wrong way out of the car park out of
habit (the one-way system is quite clearly marked), but
drivers seem to have got used to the idea.
Here to stay?
It is a temporary measure for now. The order (it is described
as an “Experimental Order”) bringing it into being, is
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technically an 18-month order starting from 28 September
this year. But the reality is that it will almost certainly be
reviewed by Somerset County Council (SCC) in six months.
Ideally the next step in the process of tidying up the town
centre would be a widening of the pavements along West
Street, some of which are barely 20 inches wide. However
that work can only go ahead if the new traffic arrangements
become permanent.
County Councillor Dean Ruddle explains that getting this
sorted has been a long journey: “This scheme has been talked
about for over 15 years but funding was always the main issue.
Now that SCC have brought in the small highway improvement
schemes for county councillors we have managed to secure a
temporary scheme. The town council supported this move too.
The hope is that the scheme will work well. That means works can
start to widen the pavements to improve safety for pedestrians
accessing the town centre.
I’ve also had meetings with residents to talk about altering the
vehicle priority on Behind Berry. The idea is to help with the
increased flows of traffic that all towns seem to be facing.
However our main concern in the town centre is the safety of
pedestrians.”
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Somerton & Langport Area
Branch RNLI by Mary Mullineux
You will not be surprised to learn that sadly this year we will
not be holding our lecture evening with Richard Kay due on
November 27th.
This is the third of our planned events for 2020 that we have
had to cancel along with our usual street collections and
coffee mornings for the sale of Christmas cards etc. Also with
such widespread payment card use our counter collecting
boxes are sadly depleted.
Meanwhile The RNLI has had to cope with an exceptionally
busy & challenging summer particularly for the lifeguards with
so many people discouraged from foreign travel, holidaying in
this country.
The RNLI's income which is not funded by the government is
expected to drop by several million pounds this year.
If you felt like sending a donation to our branch to give to
RNLI funds we would be extremely grateful either with a
direct transfer to:
Barclays sort code 20-68-95
Account name RNLI Direct FR Acc
Account number 93032671
Reference 799565 plus your surname
Or a cheque made out to Somerton & Langport Area branch
RNLI and sent to me at: The White House, Muchelney,
Langport, Somerset TA10 0DQ
Please help if you can.
With many thanks, kind regards & we hope to see you in
2021!
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All the light we cannot see by the editor
Sedgemoor District Council is one of
the better run local authorities in
Somerset. The Leader Duncan McGinty
has been in charge of the council for 13
years and it has had a Conservative
administration for 21 years. Don’t
misunderstand me. I’m not for a
moment suggesting that the reason it is
well run is because it is Conservative.
However, an extended period of
stability enables an administration to
drive through long-term possibilities
that the regular four-year elections
make harder. And when a leader is
seen to be delivering, he is more likely
to be voted back in. It creates
something of a virtuous circle.
However that is not to say that the
council does not suffer from the same
unreasonable and obsessive secrecy
that others around our county share.
Last month the Full Council of
Sedgemoor voted in favour of a £15m
investment in Bridgwater. It was to
regenerate the Northgate area.
Despite an expanding property
investment portfolio, this is the biggest
single investment the council has
committed to for several years. The
Leveller® understands that councillors
were invited to support the investment
that will see Sedgemoor actively
funding the construction of the site. We
understand that break clauses are
included “making sure that the decisions
to commit funding, understand the future
liabilities and responsibilities over a longterm period are fully debated and agreed
as prudent best practice.”

Keeping it under wraps
What is not best practice is hiding all
the details from the public. What
commitments have the council taken
on? What risks are involved? Where
are the breakpoints? How will success
or failure be assessed at each stage?
These details we cannot share. Simply
because, despite the size and
significance of the investment,
Sedgemoor District Council decided it
was all commercially confidential and
no papers were produced for the
public to see to understand the
decision.
The fact that this is Sedgemoor
taxpayers’ money seems to be
irrelevant. Councils of all colours are
far too prone to wave the
commercially confidential flag every
time they want to spend your money.
In nearly all cases it turns out that
there was either:
�� No need for the item to be held
confidential
�� Or the council could have insisted
that a precondition for the involvement
of other parties in the deal, was an
understanding discussion of the project
would be open and in the public
domain.
What we can tell you is that councillors
voted 31 in favour, none against, with
six abstentions.
Northgate vision
The overall plans for what the
Northgate Site will look like are public.
The site which used to house the
Splash Lido has had a chequered history

with initial plans for a major superstore
falling through. The County Council
committed to the building of a school
on part of the site and now with these
plans it looks as if this corner of
Bridgwater will once again be a centre
for leisure.
The site had already attracted £750,000
investment from central government as
part of the Town Deal programme.
Meanwhile last year we reported that
WTW-Scott Cinemas Ltd would be
bringing a seven-screen cinema to the
site with the latest in audio and visual
technology. Added to this there will
now be a town centre park and an
Allstars Bowl with up to eight lanes of
ten pin bowling, a Sports Bar with
large-format TV screens for sports
events, state-of-the-art video games as
well as traditional games on the upper
level of the second building proposed
for the site. Similar Allstars facilities in
Exeter, Taunton, Weston-super-Mare
and Bristol have proved very popular
with customers.

The Leveller® says
It is time for this nonsense to stop.
How can anyone hold a council to
account for what it does, if the most
important details that reveal the nature
of a transaction are kept secret? There
is no need for it. But councils find it
convenient. How can we assess if we
are getting what we were promised, if
we don’t actually know the detail? If
anything goes wrong, the first the public
will hear about it is after the project is
finished, overspent and it is too late.

Lighthouse Paint Job
Burnham on Sea’s Lower Lighthouse is getting a makeover.
At 36 feet tall, with the light at 23 feet, it is the tallest
working lighthouse in Somerset, although these days the
competition is not that tough. The only other lighthouse still
working in the county is the one at Watchet Harbour (which
is 22 feet tall).
The Lower Lighthouse sits on the sandy shore in front of the
town of Burnham on Sea and is raised on nine wooden stilts
as it is regularly surrounded by water when the tide comes in.
The lighthouse is predominantly white but, facing seaward,
has a single vertical red stripe which makes it especially
distinctive.
Lighthouse in the spotlight
It was retired from active duties in 1969. However, once the
High Lighthouse (above the sea front on the Berrow Road)
lights were permanently discontinued in 1993, it was pressed
back into service. Today the Lower Lighthouse provides a
white flashing beam every 7.5 seconds and has a directional
light which glows either white, red, or green depending on
the direction you see it from.
Today the Lighthouse is managed by Sedgemoor District
Council. The structure was built in 1832, mostly constructed
14

in wood with some metal reinforcement. The redecoration is
a regular event; it was last given a makeover in 2016. This is
to ensure it is weather proofed and in a permanently good
state of repair. It will be coated using specialist paint designed
for a marine environment with its regular exposure to salty
air, spray and windy conditions.
The work is expected to take approximately two weeks,
depending on the weather and tides and is scheduled to start
on 11 October.
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Not taking it lying down
It is two and a half years since we reported on plans by of
Somerset Clinical Commissioning Group to relocate 14 adult
mental health beds from Wells to Yeovil. In September that
process was finally approved following what the CCG describe
“a two and a half-year period of engagement and consultation with
staff, patients, carers and colleagues in the voluntary sector and
people with an interest in mental health to co-create a new model
of mental health care for Somerset” During the consultation
period many people in Wells and the surrounding area
expressed strong feelings about the proposal.
And now they are not at all happy. The closure leaves the
whole of Mendip with no local mental health beds. Vanessa
Gordon from the mental health charity Heads Up, noted that
Wells used to have 60 mental health beds back in the 1980s.
Those opposed to the bed closures say people in crisis who
have been admitted to a mental health ward require support
from family and friends as part of their recovery. Locating the
ward in Yeovil means that will be much reduced.
So last month on 24 October, a number of residents gathered
in front of Wells Cathedral, before forming a noisy protest
through the town centre, marching down to the St Andrews
site at the south end of the city. Chanting “Keep services local;
save St Andrew’s ward” as they went, they stopped outside
the office of Wells MP, James Heappey to leave a message on
his door!
The protesters have launched a petition “Save St Andrew’s
ward, Wells, from closure” which is still active on change.org
and has nearly 1200 signatures. They are encouraging people
to write to James Heappey and the CCG about this closure
and plan to hold an awareness raising event on 5 December
on Cathedral Green in Wells at midday.
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Mayor Making was Different in Wells
The usual five hours of pomp and
ceremony with 100 guests, drinks,
supper, even a disco – none of that
happened this year. Instead the Rule of
Six meant only half a dozen took part in
a basic 15-minute ceremony in the huge
Wells Town Hall ballroom, then the
new Mayor took his grandchildren for a
pizza at nearby Ask restaurant.
Ordinarily mayors serve a term of 12
months. Recognising that in a COVID19 lockdown being Mayor would be a
bit restrictive, the council agreed that
John Osman, the now former Mayor,
and his successor, Philip Welch would
share 18 months each. This would
hopefully mean that both would get
some extra time to bring their talents
and fund-raising prowess to the role.
The new Mayor is Philip Welch, wellknown in the city as former Editor of
the Wells Journal and the three other
newspapers in the Mid Somerset Series
for 16 years.
On retiring in 2013 he devoted his life
to voluntary work. Nothing trivial you
understand. So far he has managed to
fit in being spokesperson for the Wells

Coronavirus Network, vice-chair of the
Heads Up mental health charity, vicechair of Wells Civic Society,
broadcaster on GFM community radio
(in which capacity he was kind enough
to interview your humble
correspondent), Ambassador to the
Wells Girl-guiding movement, one of
the SOUP organisers and a member of
the steering group for the Wells Men’s
Breakfast.
Mayoral trajectory
Not content with that, Philip was one
of the founders of the Wells
Independents, a group of local residents
dedicated to keeping party politics out
of Wells City Council. He became a
City Councillor in November 2018,
retaining his seat at the 2019 local
election, this time finding himself joined
by the four other successful Wells
Independents candidates.
In the spring of 2019, Philip received
the city councillors’ backing when it
came to voting for which of their
number should be Deputy Mayor. And
then in September this year he was
confirmed as the next Mayor of Wells

and will serve for 18 months. This was
a special arrangement reached for the
City of Wells. Philip asked his wife
Caroline to be Mayoress and has
selected the Wells branch of Macmillan
Cancer Support as his Mayor's
charity. The new Mayor told us “Being
chosen as the Mayor of the place you love
is an enormous honour and deeply
humbling.”

Disability Discrimination in Yeovil
Last month we wrote about the way changes to parking and
pedestrian routes in Yeovil town centre appeared to be
discriminating against the elderly and disabled. To recap the
situation, Middle Street was to lose all the disabled parking
bays on the north side of the street. A few disabled places
were retained on the south side of the street in front of WH
Smith. These were also for use by taxis and for loading.
At the time, a number of disabled badge holders contacted
The Leveller® telling us they felt they were being made to feel
unwelcome in the town centre. One Yeovil resident, Ingrid
Meecham, has become so annoyed at the situation she
brought it up at the South Somerset District Council (SSDC)
Executive meeting. She was listened to politely by the leader,
Val Keitch, who could not answer her points. However she
promised a written response would arrive in due course.
We should point out that these changes are not the fault of
Yeovil Town Council. Responsibility lies with SSDC and
Somerset County Council Highways. However it was not
without irony that we read the notes for the next Yeovil
Town Council meeting. Equality Act 2010: The general public
sector equality duty places an obligation on a wide range of
public bodies (including town and parish councils) in the
exercise of their functions to have due regard to the need to:
1. Eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and
victimisation and other conduct prohibited by the Act
2. Advance equality of opportunity between people who
share a protected characteristic and those who do not
3. Foster good relations between people who share a
protected characteristic and those who do not
If protected characteristics sounds a bit jargony, well that’s
because it is. But it includes race and disability in the list. And
the town council offices are just around the corner from the
very bays where the disabled parking provision used to be!
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Meanwhile Mrs Meecham was waiting. A written response
duly arrived; not from the leader, but from Martin Woods,
whose working title is ‘Director of Place'. Whatever that
means. He pointed out that the new arrangements were
meant to be temporary in response to COVID-19. It was all
done to enable social distancing in the town centre.
Mr Woods notes that “An Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) was
done when the measures were first implemented. However, this
has been revised and updated and I will ensure that the revised
EIA is made available on the SSDC website as soon as possible.”
However he also suggests that the speed of response
required meant there was no time for a public consultation.
And SSDC do acknowledge that the changes have indeed had
an impact on the elderly and disabled.
Out of curiosity we looked up the Equality Impact
Assessment. Prepared in June this year, it clearly states that
SSDC will consult with “Access for All who are the council’s key
consultee group for the disability community.” This may have
given SSDC some difficulty as the charity folded three months
earlier in March. And, as The Leveller® understands it, as a
direct result of SSDC withdrawing grant funding to the
charity. So who did SSDC consult with we wonder?
Back to our Director of Place. He finishes by noting “We will
review these measures regularly and recognise there is a balance.
However, with the rising rate of infection and Christmas around
the corner, we need to ensure the best opportunity for public
safety going forwards whilst Covid remains a serious issue.” Which
is fine to a point, but as Mrs Meecham says “what about the
disabled, or aren’t we allowed to do Christmas shopping?!”
Which is fine to a point, but as Mrs Meecham says “what
about the disabled, or aren’t we allowed to do Christmas
shopping?!”
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Glastonbury People’s Trust
by the editor
The Glastonbury People’s Trust is an old institution that has
changed through necessity. The trust was established in 1873
to look after and run the Glastonbury Almshouse buildings.
Almshouses were built to provide housing to the poor of
good character in the parish or town, and could provide
accommodation for 11 men and 11 women over the age of 60.
The Trust still carries out ‘good works’, just not the same as
those envisaged when it set out in life.
In 1962 the almshouses had fallen into such a state of disrepair
that they were deemed unfit for habitation. So the site was
sold off and the proceeds used to establish a fund. These days
the trust distributes income from the fund to the needy of
Glastonbury, whatever their age.
Town council contribution
They continue to grow the capital of the fund and last month
were delighted to receive a donation of £400 from
Glastonbury Town Council, handed to the Trustees by Mayor
of Glastonbury, Cllr. Jon Cousins. Cllr Cousins has made The
Glastonbury People’s Trust this year’s official Mayor’s Charity.
He told us “coronavirus and the lockdown have impacted on so
many local people’s lives that my fellow councillors and I agreed it
was much more appropriate to allocate some of the funds that
would normally have been used for Mayoral events to Glastonbury
People’s Trust – a long-standing charity that provides much needed
support for residents in need.”
If you’d like to help support the Glastonbury People’s Trust,
please visit their Total Giving page:
https://www.totalgiving.co.uk/charity/the-glastonbury-peoplestrust
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Got brass in pocket?
Two months ago The Leveller® featured a lengthy piece about
the way in which Taylor Wimpey acquired some 1,100 acres
of land. This, known as the Orchard Portman Estate was
bought from the Crown estates.
Whilst the article focused on the loss of funds to the taxpayer
and a potential conflict of interest currently under
investigation, we should not lose sight of the fact that this was
farmland and Taylor Wimpey are not known for their farming
activities.
Predicted
As our article predicted, we understand that this land has now
been forwarded by Savills, as agents acting for Taylor Wimpey
as a potential development site for including in the Somerset
West & Taunton District local plan.
If the land is accepted as a potential development this would
start the process of moving our county town across the M5.
Whether this will be seen as a welcome development by
either the council or local residents remains to be seen.

Accolade for Brent Knoll
When the pandemic reduced us to a state of lockdown, in
March this year, the response from many of our isolated
remote communities was magnificent. We have highlighted
just a few of them in The Leveller in recent months. This
month it is the turn of The “Emergency Shop” in Brent Knoll.
A volunteer run operation it opened within ten days of the
lockdown. to counter the problems of the Covid lock-down,
has been short-listed for a national award.
As with so many villages across Somerset, the village shop had
closed down shortly before the pandemic struck. The timing
could not have been worse. So a new community shop
opened up to Brent Knoll is to supply newspapers, bread,
milk, groceries, and veg.
It is now hoped to be a bridge to a more permanent
community run shop in the future. It is all run by volunteers
and there is no doubt the speed at which everything had to be
set up represented a steep learning curve for everyone
involved.
But those efforts have been recognised outside Somerset.
Including being featured on BBC Radio 4’s ‘The World
Tonight’ programme. Now they have been nominated for a
national award. The Plunkett Foundation, the charity which
has backed more than 300 village shop enterprises, has shortlisted the Brent Knoll team for an award to recognise the best
response to the Covid crisis.
So now they have to get their collective minds around
producing a video. Inevitably, given the COVID 19 restrictions,
each shortlisted community enterprise has to present their
efforts for judging by video. Anyway we wish them the very
best of luck both with the awards and with getting their longer
term village shop post COVID 19.

Community at odds with Mendip
over green space
They claim it is the last undeveloped public green space in
Frome. It is just a 10-minute walk from the centre of town. A
former allotment site, today it is a wildlife haven and has been
used by the community for many years. The Broadway
Allotment & Community Garden Association have plans for
the land which lies between Broadway, Oakfield Road and
Lynfield Road. These will see the site turned over for a mix of
wild green space, gardens and allotments.
Before Mendip District Council are painted as the bad guys
here, it has to be said that their plans are to build social
housing on the site. No-one is going to argue that Frome
does not need social housing. But maybe there are other –
better – sites. Ideally brownfield ones, that could be used
instead. John Clarke, Chair of the Association said “We believe
our proposal offers a strong case to protect what is now the last
undeveloped green space in Frome. We are seeing more and more
encroachment onto green fields around Frome for the building of
homes. We have a duty and responsibility to our community and
future generations to fight against the tide of urbanisation of our
town.”
Local support
Locally the idea of preserving the area for public access has
popular support. Earlier this year Frome Town Council gave
their formal backing to the scheme. More than 500 people
have signed a petition in favour of the plans. Helen SprawsonWhite, Mendip District Councillor (and in fact Chair of
Mendip District Council to boot) for Oakfield Ward, has
strongly supported the aims and aspirations of the group.
Other Mendip District Councillors for Frome including Adam
Boydon, Michael Dunk, Drew Gardner and Helen Kay have
voiced their support too. Michael Dunk acknowledged the
“urgent need for housing” but also said “but there is also a need
for open and productive spaces”. Drew Gardner in his letter
spoke of the need to retain the site “and preserve and enhance
its diversity for generations to come.”
Julian Wilkinson, treasurer and local resident, adds “The
community allotments will provide a focal point bringing together
people locally and across Frome to enjoy the natural beauty of the
space and the opportunity to meet and work with others fostering
real community.”
John Clarke is now keen to move things forward: “We have
now launched a national petition on www.change.org – Save
Frome’s last undeveloped green space. You can also donate to the
campaign fund through our website
www.broadwaycommunitygardens.com/. Most importantly we need
people to be part of our campaign, part of ensuring the space is
protected forever.”
The people of Frome have made their voices heard, through
the town council. The District Councillors from the town
agree too. The question is, are Mendip District Council
listening?

Firepool – not so fast!
You will have seen plenty of press
reporting that development of
Taunton’s Firepool is finally underway.
The former cattle market site in
Taunton has been a wasteland for over
a decade and we can well understand
why Somerset West & Taunton
(SW&T) want to give the impression of
getting on with things. Leader of the
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Council, Cllr Federica Smith-Roberts,
said: “We are making Firepool a top
priority in line with our corporate strategy
objectives to facilitate development and
boost the economy as an enterprising
council.”
However, on closer inspection, things
are not moving ahead that much. While
it may be true that work has started to

break up the concrete for
infrastructure and utility work, not
much else is actually happening just yet.
More questions than answers
We asked the council a series of
questions about the development that
revealed many of the big issues remain
unresolved; hopefully that will change
before the end of this year. The council
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You will have seen plenty of press reporting that
development of Taunton’s Firepool is finally underway. The
former cattle market site in Taunton has been a wasteland
for over a decade and we can well understand why Somerset
West & Taunton (SW&T) want to give the impression of
getting on with things. Leader of the Council, Cllr Federica
Smith-Roberts, said: “We are making Firepool a top priority in
line with our corporate strategy objectives to facilitate development
and boost the economy as an enterprising council.”
However, on closer inspection, things are not moving ahead
that much. While it may be true that work has started to
break up the concrete for infrastructure and utility work, not
much else is actually happening just yet.
More questions than answers

We asked the council a series of questions about the
development that revealed many of the big issues remain
unresolved; hopefully that will change before the end of this
year. The council does not have planning permission as such.
So major work cannot proceed without a Local Development
Order. We asked if it had been granted and, if not, when it
was likely. SW&T were unable to respond on this point. We
asked if a public consultation needed to take place before the
order is granted. Again we don’t have a response but,
assuming that is the case, this must surely push things back
into next year?
The council is proposing to do the development through a
new limited company. We wanted to know what the purpose
of the company would be (as opposed to the council doing
the work themselves without a separate company). Would

New homes in Street, Frome and
Glastonbury by the editor
For the first time in a generation, Mendip District Council is to
start building social housing. Recent figures show the Mendip
area has 1,685 households on its waiting list for a home at a
truly affordable rent, and there are another 266 people on the
waiting list for shared ownership properties. The proposals
will see:
75 houses in Easthill in Frome,
6 in Norbins Road Glastonbury,
33 in Cemetery Lane, Street
29 in Cranhill Road which is also in Street:
17 new homes in North Parade in Frome in a unique micro
development of smaller, carbon neutral ‘eco homes’. The new
housing will be welcome, but it begs the question as to why all
the homes are not being built as carbon neutral.
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in Scotland and Northern Ireland. Obviously then, an ideal
candidate to run test and trace call centres. It is a muddle
with over-dependence on an app, too many organisations
involved and in some cases a lack of clarity over whether
proper tendering was undertaken or not before contracts
were awarded.
Crunching the numbers
The results have been predictable. Take the week to 14
October. The test and trace system only reached 80.7% of
people who tested positive and of them 75% of their
contracts were successfully traced. Now that sounds quite
promising. These are large percentages. To really understand
the degree of failure we need to look at the detail:
Just over 101,000 people tested positive in that week.
So if 80.7% were contacted… that means just over 20,000
people were not reached.
Of the 80,000 who were reached, only 75% of their contacts
were traced.
So another 20,000 people did not give contact information.
So out of 100,000 people who tested positive – there are
40,000 people for whom the system has no details of whom
to contact.
Let’s say the average person lives in a home with three other
people. We are already looking at 120,000 people who may
have the virus or at the very least have been in contact with
someone who has.
And if you assume 50% of those with the virus (ie half of
40,000 = 20,000) who gave no contact details, go to a
workplace or school where they come into contact with
another 10 people, you add to that another 200,000 untraced
people who have been in contact with someone with
COVID-19.
And that is just in one week.
Local approach
The problem is that a highly centralised system without local
knowledge was never likely to work. Instead of using a
services company with no knowledge of local healthcare
systems, we could have been using local authorities who
administer schooling, healthcare and benefits. They have
much more detailed information, valuable contact information
in their systems already, without reinventing any wheels.
Let us be clear. We are having to have lockdowns because
the test and trace system does not work. The targeting is a
fraction of what it should be. Instead of only isolating those
with the virus, entire regions of the country are being locked
down. A better system could and should be put in place to
avoid the nuclear option that is a lockdown.
Somerset is one of just two councils where local authorities
are playing an active role in test and trace. The contrast could
not be starker. David Fothergill, Leader of Somerset County
Council explains: “For the past couple of months the Somerset
Public Health Team, with back up of local Environmental Health
Officers have been doing what’s called ‘Enhanced contact tracing’.
Public Health England (PHE) provide us with the details of people
who have had a positive COVID test but the national NHS Test
and Trace Service has been unable to contact them after 24 hours
of trying. We are proud to be one of only two local authorities in
the South West currently delivering this additional support.
Our dedicated Public Health specialists use a range of data
available to better understand the local picture. This involves a
daily in-depth review that allows the team to identify areas in
Somerset that have higher case numbers, investigate potential links
between cases and review the known outbreaks in key settings.
Importantly, as well as providing support to people locally, this

Untested and largely untraced

Imagine you have a city with a dozen enemy soldiers in it.
You have a choice. You send in trained snipers to eliminate
them one by one. Or you drop a nuclear weapon on the city.
Both will probably kill the enemy. But one outcome is
arguably more desirable than the other.
As I write this, central government has moved seemlessly
from being in dispute with most of the country around a
tiered lockdown, to implementing the national lockdown it
said it would never do.
Yet everything that we have learned to date appears to show
lockdowns do not work. OK, that is too simplistic. They
work in as much as they slow down the spread of the virus.
But nobody ever thought they were going to make the virus
go away.
And a lockdown is a sledgehammer approach. We damage
the economy, cause all kinds of mental health issues and
ultimately, as we have seen, back comes the virus. As soon as
the population starts to mingle, the virus starts to spread. It
starts to spread because it never went away. And it spreads
as rapidly as it did before the lockdown.
In some societies, things are done differently. When there
was a suspected outbreak in the city of Qingdao in
September, the Chinese Government tested its entire
population of nine million people for COVID-19 over a
period of five days. A total of six symptomatic and six
asymptomatic cases were identified. But, this is never going
to be an acceptable approach in a Western society. Without
Chinese-style control, the only way to keep the virus under
control and the economy open, is to attack with precision.
This is what has been done successfully in both South Korea
and Japan. Here they have managed the virus through an
effective test and trace system. In societies where there is a
high level of compliance with government instruction that
always helps. But they appear to have built, managed and
maintained a competent and effective test and trace system.
Of course there may be genetic, climatic or other conditions
that we don’t know about to explain the success of South
Korea and Japan. After all we are still struggling to understand
the real reasons why people from a Black and South Asian
background are more prone to COVID-19. It may not be
quite as simple as racial characteristics as was first suggested.
Failing at test and trace
In the UK we have now spent seven months since the first
lockdown in March, failing to get a decent test and trace
system together. Test and trace does not need an app. But it
does need an effective management system with high levels of
local knowledge and good levels of compliance from the
public. So of course we started with an app. We developed
one app that didn’t work and moved seamlessly on to
another app, wasting more time in the process.
The new app that is being pushed out by the NHS was
designed by a number of private companies and government
departments. These include Accenture, Alan Turing Institute,
NHS Digital, NHSx, Oxford University, VMware Pivotal Lab
and Zuhlke Engineering. If enough people download the app,
it will be easier to trace them and their contacts. But even so,
the backbone of the work is making phone calls from call
centres. Management of the system itself still resides with the
NHS. But the call centres are run by Serco, a private
contractor. A contractor – let us not forget – who has
previously been charged with false accounting and fraud in
connection with government contracts. Serco was also fined
£3 million by the Home Office for failing to meet the terms
of its contract to provide accommodation for asylum seekers
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Editorial continued
contact tracing gives us really good information about how local
people are catching the virus so we can target our messaging and
actions accordingly. We have also been able to make links
between cases that would not have been possible without the local
knowledge that we, as a team have.
.We are keen to continue working closely in this way with our
colleagues in the NHS Test and Trace Service and the regional
Public Health England Team.”
Of course he is playing by the rules and making supportive
noises too “Can I please take this opportunity to urge anyone
who is contacted by the NHS Test and Trace Service, or our local
Public Health Team, to co-operate fully, it is only by all of us
working together that we will keep our local infection rates down
to a reasonable level and keep Somerset as open as possible.” But
the facts are stark. In a tweet on behalf of the County
Council Network Mr Fothergill noted “The latest NHS test
and trace figures, published today, show that 57.6% of close
contacts were successfully traced by the national system handling
cases online or by call centres in the period October 1 to October
7. In contrast, 97.7% of the complex cases handed to local teams
have been traced successfully. Many of these teams will include
local authorities, who have set up local test and trace programmes
in addition to the national scheme.”
Locally the basic business of handling self-isolation is being
done well. When the first post-lockdown case was spotted in
a pub in Burnham on Sea (before the national test and trace
system was set up) 100% of contacts were traced using a
combination of effective recording by the pub and support
from the Somerset County Council COVID-19 task force.
And when outbreaks occur the messaging is clear and to the
point as this letter home from Curry Rivel primary school
shows the way in which common sense measures can stop
the spread of the virus. “If your child develops symptoms of
COVID-19, they must not come to school and should remain at
home for at least 10 days from the date when their symptoms
appeared. Anyone with symptoms will be eligible for testing. All
other household members who remain well, must stay at home
and not leave the house for 14 days. This includes anyone in your
‘Support Bubble’.”
Testing times
And here we hit the second major problem with test and
trace. The relative difficulty in getting a test. We have
previously reported on a number of schools in Somerset.
Infections have been reported at Bishop’s Fox Taunton,
Parkfield School, Mama Bear’s Nursery, Brookside Academy
(Street) and Crispin School also in Street. Year groups were
asked to self-isolate until they could get tested. Yet as we
reported at the time, the overwhelming response from
parents was that no-one could get a test. Meanwhile a

COVID-19 testing station at Taunton racecourse often
appears to be half empty. Again it smacks of a lack of coordination and precision in the test and trace system. So we
approached the Department of Health media team and asked
them a simple question:
On how many days has the Taunton testing station not been
at full capacity since it opened in June? We were told we
could not get an answer. Actually, to be precise, we were
told “I’m afraid we can’t share figures for individual test sites.”
That leaves two options. Either the data does not exist; in
which case clearly demonstrating a lack of co-ordination and
control in organising testing capacity. If you don’t know what
spare capacity a station has, then how can you know where
to send people.
Or option two: the data tells us what we already know. We
can’t have it because the Department of Health know that
Taunton has had loads of capacity while local people have
either not had a test, or been sent halfway across the country
to get one.
Which leads us back to a simple conclusion. The system
needs to be localised and resourced locally as a matter of
urgency. In six months we may have a vaccine, but as a nation
we could be bankrupt by then.

.
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Left Page, Right and Over !

The Left Page by Leigh Redman

Well we have avoided this question for several months. The
pandemic is all around us but it is first and foremost a medical
emergency.
Yet as time has gone on it has appeared more and more to us
that the political decisions about how to deal with it are
coming ever more to the forefront. Politicians are treading
very carefully around the subject, nobody wants to be the one
who calls this wrong.
So finally this month we have decided to tempt fate. We are
asking each if our political commentators to suggest why
COVID 19 is not impacting Somerset in the way it is rural
areas of Northern England.
What are we doing right, and will it last….
And meantime we wish all our readers good health, stay safe.

The first thing I have to say is there is no single answer to this
question. I asked a number of friends for their thoughts and
the responses were as diverse as they were unclear. So I
asked some colleagues from around the country for thoughts,
this is compilation of responses and some of my own.
What do we know? First, the increases which happened over
the summer could be linked to the timing of the easing of
restrictions in May. At the time, the Mayor of Greater
Manchester, Andy Burnham, described it as a "Londoncentric" approach, because many of the regions had not yet
seen the decreases in deaths and cases experienced in the
capital. Second, there could be factors relating to
demographics in northern England that are not reflected down
here in the southwest that have made people there
particularly vulnerable to the virus.
I found a comment online that said many people in the north
“lived within homes with more vulnerability” with "higher
levels of deprivation, greater density & more people in
exposed occupations". Throughout the crisis, research from
Public Health England (PHE) has highlighted that people living
in deprived areas "have higher diagnosis rates and death rates
than those living in less-deprived areas". Deprivation is linked
to serious health conditions and other issues such as
overcrowded housing. Looking at the local authorities on
PHE's coronavirus "watchlist" at the end of September shows
that a quarter of all these areas are ranked within the most
deprived fifth in England. These areas are also more likely to
have higher rates of coronavirus than the less-deprived areas
within the "watchlist".
On population density, people in Southwest and east of
England are more likely to live in rural areas or small rural
towns. This means they are less likely to live in overcrowded
housing, reducing the spread between households. According
to the 2011 Census, 35% of southerners (excluding London)
lived in these areas, compared with 26% in the Midlands and
19% in the North.
Unsurprisingly, almost all Londoners fit within urban areas,
which could help explain the surge in cases experienced at the
beginning of the crisis. The case of London makes it difficult to
simply call it a North-South divide, a professor in social
geography said "It is not a North-South divide but an urbanlower-income v others divide, with those in lower-income
jobs more exposed to the disease than those that are more
easily able to adapt to home working and other means of
isolation”.
The ability to work from home is also a factor. According to
the Office for National Statistics (ONS), "jobs based in
workplaces in London and the South-East are much more
likely to be possible to do from home compared with the rest
of the UK". It says this is probably because of a higher
proportion of people working in professional occupations in
the region. Data from Google Mobility, which tracks the
locations people are visiting, suggests London has seen fewer
people returning to workplaces than the rest of the country.
So why do I think we are less impacted? If I
am honest, I am grateful we have not had
large numbers of people dying from this
horrible virus, I hope it continues and we
must all play our part, as I write this
numbers in Somerset are rising, you need
to play your part. Follow the guidelines
and wear a mask to protect others from
you.
Stay safe, Leigh.
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The Right Page by David Warburton
At a time when the pandemic – and public safety measures –
has left much of the texture of our everyday lives fraught with
uncertainty, the temptation to fashion political certainties from
rapidly shifting data is enormous. And that’s reflected in the
ever-contracting news cycle, too, with the public left poring
over graphs of transmission, tabulated data describing the ‘R’
rate and contending quotes from epidemiologists speculating
about potential vaccines and innovative treatments.
The choices we face are unenviable: the suspension of much
that makes everyday life worthwhile and viable, or widespread
loss of life itself. That’s a truth that’s sometimes lost in the
sound and fury of political debate. We hear some demanding
total lockdown until such a time as a vaccine emerges – a
course of action that would ensure that when we emerge,
blinking into the sunlight, we are faced with almost total
economic collapse. There are those at the other extreme who
advocate the loosening of all restrictions and an acceptance of
the loss of life that would involve.
After his leading his army to a victory against the Romans,
King Pyrrhus, surveying his dwindling troops and the seemingly
inexhaustible reserves of his enemies, remarked that if he won
another such victory, he would be utterly ruined. Only by
attempting to protect jobs and public health rather than
focusing on one to the exclusion of the other can such a
Pyrrhic victory be avoided.
Over the last six months, I’ve had the privilege of helping
hundreds of businesses and thousands of individuals from
across Somerton and Frome – and I know at first hand the
despair and anxiety many have suffered as they’ve been forced
to re-orientate their businesses, careers and family lives.
As someone who is instinctively committed to restoring
individual freedoms, I understand the passion and anger of
those who demand an end to government-mandated
restrictions. It’s true that the last six months have seen the
biggest curtailment of individual liberty in generations - not
just here but also in France, Germany and the US that share
our traditions of personal responsibility and autonomy.
Here in Somerset, the enormous efforts of local authorities –
and individuals – have allowed us to escape the restrictions
imposed on large parts of the North. I’ve written and spoken
many times about the challenges inherent in ensuring this part
of the country has the tools it needs to get ahead. Rural
sparsity means that delivering broadband and critical physical
infrastructure is, historically, a more incremental process here
than in rural areas. Yet a more sparsely spread population is
also been a tremendous asset in the context of the pandemic–
slowing coronavirus transmission rates and precluding the
exponential spread we’ve seen elsewhere. Yet over the last
couple of weeks we’ve seen the ‘R’ rate in the South West
begin to mushroom again; now eclipsing that of London or the
North West. But as we prepare for new national measures to
take effect, there are some grounds for optimism in the
medium-term. Only this week, we’ve seen the International
Monetary Fund applaud the support schemes the UK has put
in place – and suggest that we’re wellplaced to bounce back from the economic
damage we’ve suffered once the virus is
under control
I’ll continue to do all I can to support
constituents across our part of Somerset
in the weeks ahead - and know they will
present us all with very challenges. And in
doing so, I’ll be seeking to chart a middle
course between the more dogmatic voices
on either side.
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Over The Page by Gideon Amos
As a LibDem former candidate and councillor I can offer no
more expertise on CV19 than the reader, but we’ve all now
had some time to observe the relative success of governments
on this issue.
This week my two beacons of light and good sense on the
disease have been professors Devi Sridar Chair of Global
Public Health at the University of Edinburgh and Sir David
King the former Chief Scientist who set up an independent
Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE).
Both have been a breath of fresh air and antidote to Johnson’s
blustery Trumpisms about how well he is doing, in the face of
the obvious evidence to the contrary.
Sridar, as George Eaton pointed out was incredibly prescient
about the risks of global pandemics back in 2018 when she
said “Our biggest health challenges are interconnected...
The largest threat to the UK population is someone in China
who’s been infected from an animal and gets on a plane to the
UK”.
It really is time to face fact that we fared as badly as the
hardest hit countries in the world in the pandemic so far and
the next wave appears to be hitting the UK again much harder
than many other counties.
It’s increasingly clear to even the casual observer that there is
a fundamental choice to be made either control those infected
through a state of the art test, trace and isolate process,
allowing others to go about their lives normally, and the
economy to function, or foot drag on testing, keep services
open until massive spikes in the pandemic mean complete
lockdown is the only solution left. Enter Johnson’s latest
announcement.
Sridar told us back on 22nd June that far from then relaxing the
time was right to double down on the virus, an incredibly
strong test and trace system was needed, such as the one in
New Zealand that not only helped to all but eliminate the
disease it even identified when two Englishwomen flew into
the country to reintroduce it.
Instead Prof King and his independent SAGE (9th June The
Guardian) adjudged the government’s test and trace effort
“not fit for purpose”.
Whilst Somerset has not been as badly hit to date, presumably
because we don’t have the dense centres of population and
are not as connected to the cities as other parts of the
country. But unless the government acts where it has so far
failed we will not escape the severity of impacts experienced
elsewhere.
But isn’t the south Asian example too strict for our liberal
democracy I hear people ask?
This is where King has got it right, no isolation without the
necessary support for those isolating. Again, if the test, trace
and isolate system is
working as it should,
the rest of society will
be more able to
support those who are
isolating for the sake of
everyone else.
It’s time the Johnson
government got over
itself and learned the
lessons that the
experience of the south
Asian countries teach us
– urgently.
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Continued from p1
In fact only two water companies in the
whole country were rated 4 star, the
top level for performance with regard
to the environment. On the plus side
one of those was Wessex Water (the
other was Northumberland Water).
That is good at least in as much as
Wessex Water is one of the companies
providing services in Somerset. On the
minus side, the major supplier to our
region, South West Water was rated
as 2 star (requiring improvement).
South West Water was rated exactly
the same in 2018. It maintains a
standard that DEFRA regards as
unacceptable.
Local incidents
The fact that no rivers in Somerset met
the Government’s criteria for good
ecological status or good ecological
potential will not come as a major
surprise to many people. Only last year
a section of the River Frome just
outside the town turned luminous
turquoise following a chemical spill.
Subsequently an Environment Agency
(EA) spokesperson told us “The River
Frome turned bright blue because of a
form of dye that didn’t pose a serious risk
to the environment. The party responsible
was sent a warning letter and charged for
our time.” Also last year, a large bloom
of waterweed clogged up the River
Parrett at Langport.

Following the latest cycle of testing by
the EA, each major river system in
Somerset, the Tone, the Brue and
Parrett catchments were rated a fail for
the chemical status in every bit of the
river system. When you examine the
EA’s work in summary, they conclude
the main reason for the poor water
quality is from two sources: agriculture
and the water industry. The latter is
mostly shorthand for the treatment of
sewerage by water companies.
Delving into the detailed work by the
EA as to the direct cause of degraded
water quality, the one item that keeps
popping up is phosphates. Other
problems are identified, some chemical,
some problems with oxygenation, but
phosphates dominate. So it was no
surprise perhaps when in a separate
development Natural England wrote to
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all the district councils of Somerset.
Following a successful court case in
Europe relating to protected
landscapes, they noted the high levels
of phosphates in the Levels and
Moors. The area is designated as a site
of international importance (the
technical term is RAMSAR). The
Levels and Moors are pretty much
central to Somerset and, as a result,
although the majority of the area is in
South Somerset, all four districts have
areas within the designated area.
Because this is a protected site,
especially as a protected wetland, the
fact that it is now accepted as
materially degraded, is of concern.
Natural England has put the District
Councils on notice that they should
now consider planning applications for
housing or buildings related to
intensive agriculture with extra care.
Before approving applications that
could directly or indirectly impact on
the Levels and Moors, they should
undertake a Habitats Regulations
Assessment (HRA).
Planning concerns
Interestingly, although Natural England
wrote to the Districts on 17 August,
the councils did not make any public
pronouncement until the second week
of October. South Somerset District
Council (SSDC) has yet to give a public
response. The other three councils
have all acknowledged the importance
of the Levels and Moors and noted that
they will put a halt to any applications
that might impact on the Levels and
Moors while they ensure they comply
with the ruling.
Yet oddly, while at least three district
councils acknowledge the impact of
planning on the Levels and Moors, not
one of them is modifying planning
where the impact of new developments
is outside the protected area. All are
now fully aware of the degraded quality
of our rivers. They accept it is not OK
for more phosphates to leach into the
Levels and Moors, but what about
outside the protected area?
Bizarrely, just a week after publishing
an acknowledgement of the Natural
England letter, Sedgemoor District
Council approved a development on
the west side of Bridgwater for 700
houses. When we questioned how that
squared away with the new Sedgemoor
policy to respect the Levels and Moors
we were told “The foul drainage
discharges to the Wastewater Treatment
Works at Chilton Trinity” and when we
pointed out that that in turn would
drain into the Parrett they responded
“the Chilton Trinity Wastewater Treatment

EA Comment
We asked the Environment Agency’s Jim
Flory, (Environment Manager, Wessex) for
his view of the state of our waterways and
the quality of the water flowing through
them. He told us: “While river quality has
substantially improved from the 1990s,
progress has slowed. The use of new
monitoring methods to assess the presence of
a number of, now banned or closely regulated,
chemicals has meant that in many rivers the
chemical water quality has reduced, although
all the other chemical and biological elements
we monitor remain largely unchanged. Across
the Environment Agency resources to protect
and enhance our rivers are under pressure,
and this is no different in Somerset. We are
continuing to monitor our rivers in Somerset
and to seek improvements. It is crucial we use
our limited resources to achieve multiple
benefits for the environment through
partnership working, and an example of this is
the Brue Catchment Partnership. This project
involves a range of organisations working
together to deliver a multitude of
environmental benefits including the Sheppey
Catchment Restoration Project that aims to
deliver multiple benefits to the River Sheppey.
We continue to investigate incidents and will
prosecute wherever possible, and will work in
partnership with a range of organisations to
protect and enhance our rivers.”
Plan (which lies outside of the protected
site catchment area) discharges into the
River Parrett and then the Estuary
downstream of the Ramsar site. The
Technical input of the County Council’s
Ecologist based on the impact areas
identified by Natural England confirms that
as a result there would not be an effect on
the designated site.”
We could point out that the River
Parrett is tidal to Oath Lock, so the
fact the discharge is outside the
protected area, doesn’t mean it won’t
get washed back into it on the next
high tide. But perhaps the bigger
question must be why there are no
new limits outside the protected site.
Given the chemical pollution in our
rivers, given the EA’s view that the
water quality remains unacceptable,
why is more development acceptable
outside the protected site? Why is the
inevitable run-off of pollutants from
new developments acceptable in any of
our river systems. At the very least
why do we not require some kind of
assessment of the impact of
development on our water quality. If
the impact is assessed at zero, then fair
enough. But at least there would be a
process and a challenge.
Meanwhile questions remain for SSDC.
Not just a public response and an
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acknowledgment of a need for a policy response to Natural
England. But now the Upper Mudford planning application is
facing a legal challenge. Perhaps as the run-off from that will
be straight into the Yeo, which in turns runs into the Levels
and Moor site, it is time to take another look at that decision
too.
Marcus Rink, Chief Inspector of the Drinking Water
Inspectorate, makes the point rather well: “Protecting and
improving our natural waters enhances the environment we live in
as well as improving and managing the catchments for our drinking
water. The combined benefit of protecting the environment
ultimately reduces risks to our drinking water resources and
minimises the energy and chemicals we need to expend in
treatment, securing a better future for all. I encourage companies
to improve environmental performance thereby enhancing the
wider synergies of water supply.”
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Less is indeed less by Hattie Bowler
That there is a housing crisis in Somerset is hardly in dispute.
Local authorities may wring their hands and claim they are
powerless to change this, but the fact of the matter is that
affordable homes are not being built. A House of Commons
report published over the summer detailed affordable housing
completions over the past 8 years. It makes for grim reading
(see right).
Full price homes, often with an average price in excess of
£250,000, are being built at a rate of knots. SSDC approved
over 700 homes in one development at Mudford in 2019. At
Comeytrowe, Somerset West & Taunton approved more
than 2,000 new homes earlier in 2020. Yet over the past
eight years of trying, no authority has managed to build more
than 1,600 new affordable homes. And it is debatable
whether affordable homes are genuinely affordable anyway.
To be classed as affordable for these purposes, a house must
be for sale at 20% below market prices or rented at 20%
below the current market rent.
Moving the goalposts
What prompted this article was the decision at the end of
September, by Sedgemoor District Council, to change the
terms of a development at the Three Crowns, 15, St Mary’s
Street, Bridgwater. Redeveloping a derelict pub and providing
affordable homes into the bargain? It sounds like a win/win.
Back in February, Sedgemoor’s Executive signed this off and
agreed to invest £300,000 in the project which would
produce 14 units of one- and two-bedroomed
accommodation.
Unsurprisingly, the developer has come back and decided
they can no longer afford to build affordable homes. So they’d
like the same deal, the same council support – but with the
option of being able to sell the homes at prevailing market
prices or rent them at market rents. The upside for the
council is that they get a share in any profits.
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The council tamely agreed to vary the provisions of the deal.
So a developer gets £300,000 of taxpayers’ money and there
is no obligation to provide affordable homes. The very fact
that the build will still include 14 small dwellings will of course
be helpful. It is the sort of starter home that could still help
young people onto the housing ladder.
But in considering the options, the officer’s report basically
summed it up as ‘support the developer or the opportunity
will be lost’. Which is not actually true. The one option the
council failed to consider, was developing the old pub itself
and putting all the money in. That way they could guarantee
that affordable homes would have been built. Bear in mind
this is a council that has invested in a shopping centre in
Worcester and a petrol station in Bristol. Dealing and
developing property is hardly unknown territory to
Sedgemoor. But when it comes to building affordable
properties on their own doorstep, they appear to have
become unusually shy.

Strange Fruit by Hattie Bowler
The National Trust produced a report last month that looked
into the connections between the properties under its
control, and slavery. It is a worthy piece of work. Without
making great comment in either direction, it simply states the
facts. And some of them are a bit bizarre.
For instance, the monks of Glastonbury who built
Glastonbury Tor are not known for their connections to the
slave trade. But it turns out that a previous owner of the site
was the Rev. Hon. George Neville-Grenville. NevilleGrenville himself was not directly involved in the slave trade
either. However he did administer the estate of the 1st Duke
of Buckingham and Chandos and that included handling
compensation given for “379 enslaved people at the Hope
Estate, St Andrew, Jamaica”.
A tenuous link? Perhaps, perhaps not. The important thing in
this report is the 'full disclosure’ aspect. Dave Chapple,
Trades Councils' Rep for South West TUC reacting to the
report puts it like this “this report does not unhelpfully dredge
up a past where 'morals were different' ; does not imply a
downgrading of the generations of ‘the white slaves of England'
who made our industrial revolution; does not imply that the
hardships and brutalities of country-house servants should be
forgotten; or, finally, does not seek to replace one one-sided history
with another.”
When the whole of history is up for grabs (I actually heard a
commentator on Radio 4 suggesting that slavery was a British
invention. Apparently she hadn’t heard of the Egyptians) it is
helpful to start with the facts. And as the trustee of a large
part of Britain’s heritage, the National Trust has a big role to
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play. In this report it plays it with a straight bat. We now have
the facts and they can be interpreted and reinterpreted as
historians will choose over generations to come.
The only other property in the area covered by The Leveller®
where connections to the slave trade were found, was at
Barrington Court. Here the connection at first appears
tenuous but is definitely hinted at. This is how the National
Trust describe it:
The National Trust acquired Barrington Court in 1907, in a
derelict condition. From 1920, Barrington Court was leased
to and restored by Colonel Abram Arthur Lyle (1880–1931),
using architectural salvage collected from other houses.
Lyle was the grandson of the founder of Abram Lyle & Sons, a
sugar-producing company of which the colonel became
director, and which merged to form Tate & Lyle in 1921.
Both businesses were established after the abolition of
slavery. The early 19th and early 20th century British sugar
industry was predominantly supplied by Caribbean
plantations, founded under colonialism and supported by
enslaved labour.
It is an acknowledgement that slavery was connected to the
sugar industry, certainly. But it is less clear what the direct
connection is. Especially given the fact that both businesses
claim to have been founded after the abolition of slavery in
the West Indies. It feels a little bit like “better safe than
sorry”. Which in a way demeans Black lives matter. There are
surely enough real links, cultural and business where links to
the slave trade should be illuminated. Without a need to
create more spurious ones.
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Councils look at new ways to raise cash by the editor
Times are tough. Not only has public
sector funding been squeezed for a
decade, but the pandemic has seen
councils being asked to do much more.
And sometimes they do so without
getting compensation from central
government.
So everyone is looking for a way to
earn money on spare funds, and
borrow as cheaply as possible when
they need more. As we have reported
many times, with the exception of
Somerset County Council (SCC), our
local authorities in Somerset have
taken to investing heavily in property.
The advantage of property investments
is they tend to give higher rates of
return – around 7% is not uncommon.
That won’t cut the mustard for shortterm funds though. Property is very
much a long-term play.
Inter-authority lending
Unfortunately short-term borrowing
rates have dropped to very close to
0%. Local authorities often have spare
cash especially at the beginning of a
financial year. So increasingly, those
with spare cash have been lending it on
to other authorities that have a more
immediate need. This internal
borrowing market can get better

returns for our councils. The
Department for Housing Communities
and Local Government suggest that
borrowing between local authorities
was £13.5bn for the quarter to June, up
£2bn on the previous quarter.
And our councils are taking part. At the
end of August, Sedgemoor had
borrowed £30m from other local
authorities at a rate of 1.32%. Somerset
West & Taunton had also borrowed in
this market, paying interest rates of
0.4%. Had they tried to get the same
money from a Public Works Loan
Board loan, they would have had to pay
1.44%. So the use of inter-authority
borrowing makes a lot of sense. On the
other side of the coin, at 31 March this
year, South Somerset had lent money
out to Northumberland, Thurrock and
Epping Councils, earning interest at
rates varying from 1% to 2%. A better
return than money markets might have
given them.
Mendip turns to the people
Mendip District Council, who do not
have deep pockets, have stayed clear of
the local authority market, either for
lending to it or borrowing from it. This
does not mean they are not looking at
creative ways of raising funds. Last

month in a paper the Executive approved,
they looked at new ways of raising cash,
including crowdfunding.
The advantage of crowdfunding is that it is
more democratic. It is user friendly for the
investor and not as intimidating as investing
in, say, stock markets. How might our
councils work with crowdfunding platforms
though? The council would create a
Community Municipal Bonds. This is a bit
like a regular corporate bond. It will have a
redemption date. It will pay interest. But
instead of being sold in regular capital
markets (like the London Stock Exchange)
the bonds will be sold on a crowdfunding
platform. The approach allows the council
and residents to come together to invest in
the long-term future of the community.
It is a new idea. It may feel that residents
who are already paying council tax are
being invited to pay again. But remember
the bonds do offer a return on the
investment so it is just like any other
investment you might make - only local.
And if the bonds are raised to pay for
specific projects, residents can influence the
direction of the council by only supporting
those bonds that fund the things they want
to see happen.
It is an interesting new world of finance.
And we’ll be keeping an active eye on it.

Nothing new in the world? by the editor
Last month we reported on the
creation of a new political party for
Somerset. Somerset Independents is
the brainchild of Andrew Pope and
Denise Wyatt. This is not a completely
new venture for the two experienced
politicians behind the move. Both were
formerly involved with the Labour
Party. Then in 2017 they formed a new
political party in Southampton, the
“Southampton Independents”, with Ms
Wyatt as Leader and Mr Pope as
Nominations Officer. In the Somerset
Independents those roles are reversed.
Southampton Independents was
disbanded in 2019. Having disbanded
the party, the couple moved to
Somerset and created the Somerset
Independents in September this year.
The evolution of this new party seems
to be following a very similar
trajectory.
All change
Andrew Pope is a former Southampton
City Councillor. He won the Redbridge
Ward standing as a Labour Party
candidate in 2011. When new elections
were called in May 2015 he fought for
Labour in both the General Election
and the City Council election. In the
2015 General Election he contested the
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New Forest East constituency, coming
a creditable third in the safe Tory seat
with 6,018 votes. At the same time he
was re-elected to Redbridge Ward with
38% of the vote. So far so ordinary.
Now the story takes a more dramatic
turn. Mr Pope resigned from Labour a
matter of days after being re-elected.
He explained that he had put forward
creative ideas for the council but had
been ignored by the leadership at a
time when similar ideas were being
carried out in neighbouring councils. At
the time, the press reported the
Labour Leader Cllr Letts saying "If he
felt like this then he shouldn't have put his
name forward for the election. It's pretty
disgraceful behaviour. He's disappointed
that he hasn't been promoted to a cabinet
position, though I was looking to promote
him this week, and he feels that some
people who are of lesser ability were kept
in the cabinet rather than him.”
Having left Labour he refused to seek a
new mandate by calling a by-election
and instead served out the rest of his
term as an Independent. Two years
later, with Denise Wyatt, he created
the Southampton Independents as a
new political party. Just a year later
they put forward candidates in the

2018 elections to Southampton City
Council with Denise Wyatt contesting
Redbridge Ward. She had a pretty good
showing, coming second with 982 votes –
just 200 votes behind the winning Labour
candidate. Mr Pope fought the
Southampton Test constituency in the 2017
General Election for the Southampton
Independents. He came fourth with 816
votes.
A new option?
The Somerset Independents will at least
offer local residents an alternative to the
main parties. There have been plenty of
independent candidates in the past, the
editor of this paper having been one of the
unsuccessful ones! This however is not the
same. By forming a political party, the
Somerset Independents can potentially offer
a larger group of candidates a platform to
stand under one banner, with a common
manifesto. And, to be honest, the
introduction of new ideas and new options
to our democratic process is always to be
welcomed.
Mr Pope has announced that he intends to
fight Mendip South at the 2021 election
under the Somerset Independents banner;
it is currently held by Nigel Hewitt-Cooper
for the Conservatives.
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Look out for the Farmerados – they’re looking out for you by Hattie Bowler
Perhaps you have heard of the
Camerados movement. If not, don’t
feel embarrassed, neither had I before I
started researching this article. It is in
essence a project that is all about
looking out for each other. If ever a
movement was looking for a moment,
that moment has come with the
COVID-19 crisis.
A camerado is halfway between a
stranger and a friend; people just
rubbing along communicating with each
other, no fixing, no agenda, just there.
The idea is that people communicate in
Public Living Rooms, a place to go,
relax, chat and look out for each other.
Public Living Rooms have sprung up in
community centres, schools, libraries,
hospitals and there’s even one in a
prison… There is no one look or
badge, they take on the look and feel of
the community and place they are in.
Like all the best ideas none of this is
rocket science. But as we become
more virtually connected, so in turn
our lives become more isolated.
Electronic friendships replace those
that took place in actual time and real
space. This is in essence all about
looking out for our mental health and
that of our neighbours and friends.
What the public living rooms all have in
common is they are providing a space
for people to connect with others and
look out for each other.
Now a group of Somerset Young
Farmers have taken up the concept.

Last month they set up a Pop-up Living
Room at Junction 24 with mental health
professional Becky Wright. Taking up
the theme but with a twist, calling
themselves Farmerados the Pop-up
Living room is a space to welcome
anyone and everyone for a catch-up
and a chat. The Farmerados are a
group of volunteers who believe that
the best way through tough times is to
look out for each other. In other
words they have taken up the
principles of the Camerados global
movement.
A Farmerado is
halfway between
being a stranger
and a friend on
the farm –
someone who is
there for a chat,
with no
judgements, but a
supportive somebody who is just there
to be alongside.
Mental first aid
The Farmerados are volunteers who
believe that the best way through tough
times is to look out for each other.
Having all completed Mental Health
First Aid training, 15 of the Somerset
Young Farmers decided they wanted to
show support and do some good within
their farming community acting as sort
of Mental Health First Aiders.
As with Camerados one of their prime
techniques is to take a different

approach to someone who is struggling
with life. It starts with the assumption that
the person may well be being devoured by
their own problems. They have
conventional sympathy and empathy to
offer. But the Farmerados will then ask
them help. It might be to do a favour or
give them advice, some benefit of their
experience in life. The point is to show
the individual they have something to
offer. They are worth something.
By feeling trusted, talented and driven
with a new purpose they have something
to offer.
The Pop-up Living room is based
on some other guiding principles:
�� It’s ok to fail
�� We don’t fix people, just be
alongside
�� We mix with people who
don’t look like us
�� Remember to have fun
�� If we disagree, level with each other
respectfully
After lockdown, isolation, and months of
disintegration of our already fragmented
society caused by the pandemic, there was
never a better moment for the
Farmerados. Whether it is our isolated
rural communities or the isolated within
our large market towns, this is surely an
idea whose time has come.
For more information about the Farmerados
project contact Becky Wright at New Leaf
Life Design: www.newleaf.uk.com
becky@newleaf.uk.com

Yes, even here by Ancient Pistol
Let us face facts. Somerset is a rural county; it has hardly any
immigration. The Black Asian, Minority Ethnic (BAME)
element of the population is tiny, so we can’t have race hate
crimes. I mean that stands to reason right? Wrong. The latest
figures from Avon & Somerset Police tell a very different
story. There are two types of crime here. Hate crime, And
race hate crime.
Hate crime is a more general crime. It looks at incidents
where the root cause of the crime is because someone is
different. It may be that they are disabled, or perhaps gay. It
may simply be that they are of a different religion and it also
includes abuse or criminal activity against a person because of
their race.
Growth in hate crimes
Race hate crime is, as the words suggest, more specifically a
crime against a person based purely on their race. Now it is
true that the numbers of crimes in this category are not large
when compared with large city areas such as Bristol. But,
given the ethnic composition of Somerset, the numbers are
really surprisingly, disappointingly large. And, worse, they are
growing. Avon & Somerset Police reported that from January
to August this year there were 555 hate crimes in Somerset.
This is up from 486 during the same period in 2019, a 15%
increase.
However if we look at the number of race hate crimes within
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that total, the Police recorded 326 crimes in the same
period. But this was up from 273 during the same period in
2019, an increase of just under 20%. It has to be said that
there was generally a spike in race hate crimes across the
Avon & Somerset force area. Police have generally seen this
as positive. Because the increase is attributed to a growing
intolerance for hate crimes spurred on by events such as the
Black Lives Matters protests, they believe this has
empowered more victims to report to the Police.
Encouraging numbers?
Speaking on the topic, Hate Crime Lead for Avon and
Somerset Police Superintendent Andy Bennett told The
Leveller® “I am encouraged by the numbers. They suggest more
people are feeling empowered to open up discussions about hate
crime and are encouraging each other to report to us when they
have been victimised for who they are; what their sexual and/or
religious beliefs are, and / or for what they look like.
I know how damaging hate crimes can be to our communities, and
how destructive they can be to someone’s psychological health and
well-being. We must put a stop to it.
Tackling hate crime is a top priority for our police force. We need
to celebrate the cultural, religious, and historical diversity of our
region, and work together to put an end to hate crime. We want
to remind you that you are not alone and we are here to help
you.”
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Village People by the editor
Conservative Government that wrote the current planning
For centuries the village was the basic building block of rural
rules, and it is a Lib Dem administration in Mendip that has
life in England. In the 20th century villages were still small
approved the housing.
communities, often with a pub, post office and village school.
Also in Mendip the village of Rode is seeing plans for
The village is defined by the Oxford English Dictionary as “A
significant change too. One application has been received for
group of houses and associated buildings, larger than a hamlet
29 new dwellings and a further one for Barbara’s Field for 49
and smaller than a town, situated in a rural area”. Implicit if
houses is under discussion but has yet to be submitted. A
not explicit in that definition, is that it is of a size where
resident of Rode told The Leveller® “If these applications are
everyone has a reasonable expectation of knowing everyone
approved and carried through, since 2000 the number of houses
else in the community. The 21st century has seen that
in Rode would have increased by 60%.” The application for 29
change. Lazy planning and greedy landowners have seen gross
houses attracted 218 separate comments – quite something.
examples of over-development across the country. This has
And the Mendip District Council planning site reports that
been especially true in Somerset. Here an inability by planning
every single one of those comments is listed as an objection
teams to approve enough houses in towns appears to be at
with none in favour. The application was not heard at the
the root of the problem. In order to hit targets large,
October Planning Board and the next meeting, for 25
unwieldy and wholly disproportionate estates have been
November, had yet to have an agenda published as we went
shovelled into villages and turned them into communities
to press. The Parish Council voted to refuse permission.
their own inhabitants no longer recognise. The advantage of a
However over in Martock last year the constant objections of
village community is that it doesn’t contain enough voters to
the Parish Council to a new development at Coat Road were
cause an upset and the protests of a couple of hundred
brushed aside by the District Council. The Regulation
residents can simply be ignored.
Committee passed the plans in the face of local opposition.
But village communities are beginning to realise they are not
The planning officer also high-handedly ignored warnings by
alone. That the urbanisation one village may face in north
local residents that the site was prone to flooding. A week
Mendip, is immediately recognised by a community in South
after the application passed the site was under a couple of
Somerset. Just in the last month we have seen repeated
feet of water.
examples of communities saying enough is enough. The village
Judicial Review
of Keinton Mandeville is a good example of what has been
Mudford Parish Council however are so incensed they have
happening. A community of around 450 houses in 2010, in
joined battle in a big way. Last month they served SSDC with
the past five years planning approvals have been granted for
a “Judicial review pre-action protocol”. The protocol
87 new houses and there are currently a further 18 awaiting
contests the decision made by SSDC in October last year to
decision. A 26% increase in homes in the community is not
approve an estate of 765 dwellings in a
untypical in South Somerset. The South
village of less than 350 houses. Mudford too
Somerset District Council’s (SSDC’s) Local Plan
has decided enough is enough. They were
review for 2016 – 2036 sets a target that
simply not prepared to be railroaded into
villages must support 722 new homes from
accepting a situation by a council that they
March 2018. And what we see in South
felt was not listening to the voice of local
Somerset is that, while the target for new
people.
homes in villages has regularly been exceeded,
The legal letter cites a litany of complaints.
that for new homes in towns is rarely
It suggests the officer’s report which
met.
The Coat Road site where
Residents campaign
planning officers decided flooding councillors followed was unsound. It is
alleged that the report contained
At the other end of the county in Chilcompton,
was not a major risk
misinterpretations of planning policy and the
residents have had enough. They formed a
local plan as well as material omissions.
campaign group Chilcompton Against Rural OverAs a result, the letter suggests that councillors on the
development following plans to add more than 150 new
planning committee were misled. Therefore in turn it is
houses to a community of 800 properties. They have
argued that the decision should be overturned. The letter
attracted the support of Conservative MP James Heappey and
invites the council to either revisit the original decision to
local Mendip Lib Dem District Councillors Sam Phripp and
allow the development or submit to a Judicial Review.
Josh Burr. So everyone is onboard. Except… It is a
Stephen Bartlett, Chair of Mudford Parish Council explains
“We hope that the Judicial Review will bring out into the open how
crazily this development has been managed by an inadequate
planning department at the expense of the people of Mudford
who have been ignored from the start. More than 750 houses built
in a parish of 320 houses and in a rural economy. Where is the
sense?”
What do all these protests tell us? Perhaps that our District
Councils are not listening to the people they are supposed to
represent. Perhaps that planning departments are taking the
lazy way out and destroying a way of life, a community type
and the very nature of rural society in the process. But, more
importantly, if your village is being desecrated by insensitive
planning and over development, you are not alone. There are
many communities across Somerset who share your pain and
are increasingly agitating to do something about it.
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Federica Smith-Roberts talks Stronger Somerset
Last month we gave you a selection of
politicians from Somerset giving their
views on a unitary council for
Somerset. This month we know the
Secretary of State has pressed the
green button and asked Somerset
councils to submit proposals for a new
unitary authority (or two). So we sat
down for a chat with Somerset West &
Taunton leader, Federica SmithRoberts. If the Stronger Somerset bid
goes ahead, she is going to have to lead
her authority through a second merger
(this time with Sedgemoor) in three
years. It will be a tough ask. So where
does she stand on a unitary authority
and what can residents expect from the
process?
Can you remind us what is the deadline
for submissions to the Secretary of
State?
FSR: Our final submission will
have to be in by 9th December
this year.
Do you envisage any
significant changes to the
Stronger Somerset case
before submission?
FSR: Nothing major. We have
completed an outline business
case. We can add detail and
tailor our answers to the
requirements set down by the
Secretary of State but nothing more. We
will be engaging with stakeholders prior to
submission.
OK let me stop you there. What does
that mean? Will the public be
consulted?
FSR: I believe the public do need to be
consulted, I will try and speak to our town
and parish councils. We want to talk to
the health sector, to NGOs and charities.
But with only eight or nine weeks I just
know we won’t be able to talk to everyone.
If there are changes to Stronger
Somerset will it be down to SSDC to
lead the process?
FRS: No absolutely not! It will be up to all
four councils working together. And when it
is done we will jointly sign the document
off.
Does the fact that the Secretary of
State has asked both BANES and North
Somerset to submit a case alongside
Somerset Districts and the county
council, alter anything? Would it change
the dynamics of what you might
propose?
FSR: We are clear that Stronger Somerset
will only consider our current proposal of
an East West split with the Mendip, SSDC,
Sedgemoor and SW&T. There is an option
for other partners to come into a
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combined authority. But that will be a
grouping of several unitaries. Remember
BANES and North Somerset are already
unitary authorities. So I could see them
joining with the new West Somerset and
East Somerset unitary authorities as a
combined grouping later.
Some have called for the reestablishment of the old Somerset as a
new unitary authority incorporating
BANES and N Somerset. What would
you say to those people?
FRS: That would create something way too
big and impractical to run. I don’t believe
the Secretary of State would agree to it.
Clearly neither case, yours and the
One Somerset proposal, has really
been tested in the court of public
opinion. Should this not have had some
kind of popular mandate before going
in to central government?
FRS: We would see a public
mandate. It is the right thing
to do. But the decision will be
down to Robert Jenrick (the
Secretary of State). We
understand that any
consultation with the public
will consider all the options
the Secretary of State
considers viable.
Why did you select an
East/West split for the
unitaries rather than a North/South
divide? Many people will see that as the
two strongest authorities in a new
West Somerset unitary and the two
weakest in East Somerset?
FRS: I know you would expect me to say
this, but I don’t agree with that view,
particularly that SSDC and Mendip are not
strong. It was more about getting a
population fit so the new authority met the
model requirements laid out by the
Secretary of State. SW&T have the
Somerset coast in common with
Sedgemoor and we both are authorities
sharing the M5 corridor. From my point of
view there is a linkage on the west of
somerset for both parties to work together.
Stronger Somerset have brought in Kim
Curry to help with their bid. Kim Curry
designed the adult health and care
services at Somerset County Council
from 2013-15. These are among the
services you are critical of in your
business case. Can you explain why this
makes sense?
FRS: I’m not going to comment on the
personal side of things. I can’t comment on
what she did or did not design. But I do
believe she has great skills to take the
project forward
The Districts are regularly saying that

combining into a unitary authority is “not
about saving money”. Shouldn’t it be?
After all it is taxpayer’s money. Surely it
should be about being efficient? What is
wrong with saving money on excess
administration so as
to put more money into services?
FRS: I agree there is nothing wrong with
saving money to invest in frontline services.
More than that though our case is about
thinking differently and doing things
differently. Councils should be efficient. But
we don’t want to see cuts in services.
Most people will I think see the benefit of
two authorities giving them more local
representation. Many fewer will see the
point of creating what is already being
called SouthWestTwo. Somerset
authorities have a terrible track record in
shared services Why is it necessary or
desirable to create a shared services
company?
FRS: this will not necessarily be a new
company. But it will be about creating
combined services. This time we will not be
using private sector, There will be no IBM,
Capita or Serco.
Fair enough. But when you have services
shared between an authority, there are
always arguments when something goes
wrong. The lines of responsibility are
unclear. The whole point of a unitary
authority is making responsibility clear to
service users and residents.
FRS: I don’t agree that lines of responsibility
will be unclear. Even where services are
shared it will be clear who is responsible for
the delivery of those services and they can be
held accountable.
Given the timetable to a unitary
authority/s in April 2023, should there be
county council elections in 2021? And
whichever way you think, can you explain
why?
FRS: My personal opinion (not in my capacity
as Leader of SW&T) is that they should go
ahead. People should be held to account for
what they delivered or didn’t deliver at the
county council. It is about democracy at the
end of the day. That means being judged on
your record.
Given the mess that you inherited from
the merger that formed SW&T, do you
believe you are in a position to do
another merger within the next 3 years?
FRS: Yes because we have learnt from the
experience. We will make sure it won’t
happen again. In every aspect of life we all
need to evolve and learn. Having got through
COVID 19 and a merger we are running
efficiently and we are ambitious. We are up
for it should it happen.
What do you think about the way
Sedgemoor is run? Is it an authority you

Somerset News - the Unitary Debate
would feel comfortable working with and merging with?
FRS: I have a good working relationship with Duncan (McGinty –
Leader of Sedgemoor Council). I believe that regardless of party
politics we can agree on 90% of what we do anyway. We have a
great working relationship with Sedgemoor. Above all else there are
many similarities in the ways we work.
Would you make a prediction over which party will lead a
new West Somerset unitary after elections in April 2023?
FRS: I would love to say it is the LDS because we have
demonstrated what we can do in SW&T and hope I will have
shown what a forward looking council can do. I’d like to think voters
will be convinced.
We’d like to thank Federica Smith-Roberts for taking the time
out and to talk frankly about the plans for Stronger Somerset.
We hope to interview David Fothergill about “One
Somerset”, the rival plan, in our next issue.
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CPRE welcomes MP stepping in on Planning Application
SSDC planners are set to override the
concerns of two rural parish councils
(Kingstone Parish Meeting, and
Seavington), and local residents. They
have recommended permission
(18/02609/FUL) be given for a very
large building for five carnival float
clubs, with storage and workshop use.
The site is in an isolated position up a
narrow lane in open countryside.
However Yeovil MP, Marcus Fysh MP
has intervened. He has written to the
Secretary of State asking that this
planning application be ‘called in’ if
SSDC approve it. CPRE, the
countryside charity, consider that
approval of this application would not
accord with national policy for
protection of the countryside. They
also believe it would set a damaging
precedent by placing
storage/distribution buildings in isolated
rural locations. We fear an argument
used by landowners will be that such
buildings are used for non-profit or
‘cultural’ purposes for a period of time
(the terms of the proposed lease in this
case have not been disclosed). But then
at a later date they could be rented out
for commercial gain. This would have
significant effects beyond the immediate
locality.
The proposed building in this case will
consist of five ‘units’, each with
separate sets of roller doors. It will be
surrounded by sufficient tarmac for the

parking of up to 80 cars with turning
space for the huge floats. It can only be
partially screened by adjacent
agricultural buildings. It does not
resemble an agricultural building
because of the roller doors, the
quantity of hard surfacing and the wide
access arrangements to take the size of
vehicle. It is over-large and awkwardly
configured for agricultural use in the
future. Its sole feasible use would be
for commercial storage/distribution,
and/or light industry. It seems unlikely
that the council will require its
demolition when and if the carnival
clubs cease to use it for any reason.
The case officer has not requested a
landscape assessment, so the
Committee will not have the benefit of
objective evidence to identify the
effects of the development on views or
on the landscape itself. The Local Plan
defines sustainable development of
employment land in this rural location
as being small scale and consistent with
farm diversification policy, which it is
not. We know from on-line ward
member proforma comments that the
case officer has recommended
approval. The officer report will no
doubt therefore have been prepared
but has not been placed on-line.
Therefore we can only guess at the
possible reasons for approval.
What is clear is that whatever reasons
are used, approval of this application

will be completely at odds with a previous
recommendation to refuse a much smaller
carnival float building (08/00478/FUL). In
that case the recommendation to refuse
was on the grounds that the proposal was
unacceptable due to its isolated
unsustainable location remote from any
farmhouse, proposed traffic use, impact on
landscape character and its car dependency
due to the limited public transport services.
All these reasons could equally apply in the
present case.
Environmentally unfriendly
The current application would see all the
users of the carnival float buildings come by
car from towns across the county for a few
hours in the evening and at weekends to
work on the floats, and then return home.
Plainly the needs of the local villages are not
served by these buildings (which is at odds
with Policy SS2 ).
If the council wishes to promote carnival, as
we all do, it would be better if it made a
brownfield site available, or subsidised a
commercial rent on an edge of town
location, rather than impose an
inappropriately scaled building on a rural
community with no ties to carnival, and
receiving no benefits from it. Alternative
sites can be found with good will on all
sides, and increased effort.
In our view it would be fairer for all
concerned if the decision were to be taken
by the Secretary of State.
This piece was written for The Leveller® by
Professor Chris Lewis. Chair of CPRE Somerset

Broadband - the NAO agree by the editor
We have rehearsed these arguments many times before. But
somehow this time it seems to matter much much more.
Earlier this year we endured a three-month lockdown. Even
now when Somerset is not in lockdown (and I trust writing
this is not tempting fate), people are still being urged to work
from home. With more and more of us basing ourselves from
home, broadband access and speed has never been more
important.
The poor provision of broadband has been on the mind of
the National Audit Office (NAO) too. Among the findings of
a report published by the NAO last month, was one that will
not surprise Somerset residents: “Under the Superfast
Programme, suppliers were able to prioritise roll-out to easier-toreach premises. The properties left behind were largely the hardest
and most expensive to reach and, mostly, in rural and remote
areas. In 2018, government committed to an ‘outside-in’ approach
to supporting full-fibre deployment by starting with the most
difficult to reach premises. This approach is strongly supported by
rural stakeholders but the Department has not yet confirmed how
closely it intends to keep to it…..”
Meg Hillier MP, Chair of the Committee of Public Accounts
was naturally concerned by the NAO’s findings. In a
statement issued shortly after the NAO report she noted:
“Most people can now access ‘superfast’ broadband – but the
government has not done enough to ensure that rural areas are
keeping up… The new promise that gigabit broadband will be
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available almost everywhere by 2025 is ludicrously unrealistic. It
risks deepening the digital divide by encouraging providers to focus
on picking the low-hanging fruit once again.”
Somerset lagging behind
The bottom line is this. A combination of Brexit and the
pandemic mean we must be able to do business rapidly and
efficiently from our homes as well as our offices. And, as we
have shown many times before, this is still not possible in
Somerset to the extent that it is elsewhere. Broadband has
given rise to countless articles in The Leveller®, yet it is still
not fixed. Last month the House of Commons library
released their regular report into broadband by constituency.
It remains truly shocking. Somerton & Frome constituency is
in the bottom 25 constituencies in the UK for the percentage
of households (9.8%) who cannot access decent broadband. It
is also in the bottom 25 constituencies for being able to
access superfast broadband (just 81.5% can do that). David
Warburton, MP for Somerton & Frome recently told a
debate in the House of Commons “With small and mediumsized enterprises being the engine of the rural economy, digital
connectivity is vital, but Somerset is sprinkled with areas that have
unreliable and intermittent connectivity.” That was surely an
understatement. The very best constituency in Somerset for
superfast broadband access is Marcus Fysh’s Yeovil which is
ranked 550 in the UK out of 650. Hardly something to be
proud of. Yeovil is also the finest in Somerset for having

Somerset News

decent access to regular broadband. And is ranked even
worse at 562 in the country.
Places like Inverness and Berwick on Tweed have better
broadband connectivity than Bridgwater and West Somerset.
Camborne and Redruth, Truro and Falmouth boast better
connectivity than any Somerset constituency. After spending
more than £100m of public money on Connecting Devon and
Somerset, this remains a scandal that is going to start costing
Somerset business in two ways.
Those businesses in Somerset are simply having to cope with
worse broadband access than their competitors around the
UK and abroad. And at a time when Somerset’s low
population density and bucolic countryside should be drawing
new businesses in to help grow the economy, our
embarrassing broadband problems are putting people off.
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Life after furlough (and where to find help) by John Chettoe
The government’s furlough scheme finally closed at the end
of October. Not surprisingly, Citizens Advice across
Somerset has seen a rise in the number of people with
questions about redundancy and claiming benefits. It has
never been more important to know your rights, to make
sure you are not a victim of unfair dismissal and ensure
you’re paid what you’re owed.
Ian Byworth, CEO of Citizens Advice Mendip knows this can
be easier said than done: “It’s completely understandable that
you may find the rules and procedures overwhelming, but you
don’t have to face redundancy alone. We can also advise on what
benefits you may be entitled to and how to carry on paying your
bills. If you’re struggling, contact us for help.”
Here are the seven things anyone at risk of redundancy
should check:
1. Is your redundancy fair? There are rules to protect you
from being discriminated against, and for being picked for
redundancy due to an unfair reason. For example, although
you can be made redundant while pregnant or on maternity
leave, you cannot be made redundant because you’re
pregnant or on maternity leave. If you are, this counts as
‘automatic unfair dismissal’ and discrimination.
2. How much redundancy pay should you get? You’re entitled
to statutory redundancy pay, which is the minimum the law
says you’re entitled to, if you’ve been an employee for two
years. The amount you will get depends on your age and how
long you have worked for the company. You won’t get
statutory redundancy pay if you’ve worked for the company
for less than two years, are self-employed or are in certain
professions.
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3. Furloughed? Make sure you get 100% redundancy pay. If
you were furloughed and then made redundant, your
redundancy pay should be based on your normal wage, not
your furloughed one.
4. What’s your notice period? If you’ve worked for your
employer for at least a month you’re entitled to a paid
statutory notice period. If you’ve worked there for more
than a month but less than two years, you have to be given a
week’s notice. For two years or more, it’s a week for each
full year you have worked, up to a maximum of 12 weeks.
You may be entitled to a longer notice period as part of your
employment contract.
5. What holiday pay are you entitled to? You’ll be paid for
any holiday you have left over when you leave. This should be
at your normal rate of pay, even if you’re currently
furloughed on 80% of your pay. You can ask to take holiday
during your notice period, but it’s up to your employer to
decide if you can take it then. Your employer can also tell you
to use up any holiday you have left over, but they must give
you notice.
6. Are you entitled to paid time off to look for work? If
you’ve worked for your employer for two years at the end of
your notice period, you’re likely to be entitled to ‘reasonable’
time off to apply for jobs or go on training. You can take the
time off at any time in normal working hours and your
employer can’t ask you to rearrange your work hours to
make up the time off. When taking time off to look for work,
you’ll be paid at your normal hourly rate, up to a maximum of
two days if you work full time.
7. Do you have legal help via your home insurance? Often
people get 'legal expenses cover' as part of their home
insurance package, but many don't realise they can get free
legal help to challenge their redundancy if they think it’s
discriminatory or unfair. It’s worth checking the terms and
conditions and speaking to your insurer if unsure. If you have
a trade union at work, you could also contact them.
For more detailed information and advice, visit the Citizens
Advice website and search for ‘leaving a job’. You can also
access free, independent and confidential advice from Citizens
Advice. Following government advice, their offices are
currently closed for face to face sessions, but please visit
their websites: www.citizensadvicemendip.org.uk/
Sedgemoor: www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/sedgemoor/
Taunton: https://citizensadvicetaunton.org.uk/
West Somerset: www.westsomersetadvice.org.uk/
South Somerset: www.citizensadvicesouthsomerset.org.uk/
Alternatively, you can contact their Adviceline on 03444 88
9623.

Education News

Crewkerne and Ilminster
School system up in the air again
It hardly seems a year since we were talking about the last
review into school provision in the Crewkerne and Ilminster
area. This is one of the last two areas of Somerset where
they still run a middle school system (Frome is the other).
Currently there are several first schools, Maiden Beech and
Swanmead middle schools and Wadham provides a sixth
form. The problem is that Wadham School is struggling.
Ofsted ranks the school as “Good”. However it does not
have enough pupils and it has far too much debt. In fact
Somerset County Council (SCC) estimate it has currently
accrued £2m of debt and that is after recent efforts by SCC
to write off the school’s historic debt. So in October SCC’s
cabinet approved plans to consult on reorganising the whole
system. Under the new plans Wadham would become a fullon secondary school. If that sounds sensible in isolation, it has
caused a lot of anguish. To many local parents it seems as if
the plan will see good and successful first and middle schools
closed or merged simply to make things work for Wadham.
Swanmead (Middle) and Greenfylde (First) schools in
Ilminster will merge, albeit to form a two-site primary school.
However the longer plan is that both schools would be
closed down and replaced with a new primary school on a
new site. Misterton (First) school would be closed down.
Ashlands and St Bartholomew's Church of England First
Schools and Maiden Beech Academy (Middle) would convert
into three primary schools. Merriott First School and
Haselbury Plucknett Church of England First School would
become primary schools. These are the plans that SCC will
be consulting parents on. If our mailbag is anything to go by,
they are not going to be happy.
What price education?
SCC has already had to seek judicial review to stop
Swanmead School from converting to an academy as part of
Bridgwater and Taunton College Trust. That is an expensive
enough process. But how much will all of this reorganisation
cost? The paper presented to SCC cabinet only mentioned a
cost of around £1.2m for Swanmead and Maiden Beech. But
clearly all the schools where change is envisaged will need
refurbishment. Wadham will need considerable expansion.
There will be redundancies and reorganisation. The Leveller®
has seen figures that suggest there will be little change from
£12m by the time the exercise is complete.
Last year Futures for Somerset conducted a consultation on
the options for education in the area. The result of that
survey was that “the strongest positive feedback was for 'do
nothing'. The strongest negative feedback was for closing small
village primaries and consolidating around large primaries in the
towns.”
So now SCC are going out to consult in a fashion that is
becoming increasingly popular with our local authorities. It is
a consultation in name only as only one option will be
consulted on. And, guess what? The one option that got the
biggest support in last year’s consultation “do nothing” won’t
be included. Instead SCC will be consulting on the plans as
outlined above. These, at least in part, include the very
actions that got the strongest negative feedback in the 2019
consultation.
Cllr Linda Vijeh is County Councillor for Ilminster and she
told The Leveller® “The current situation clearly cannot continue.
Extensive work and consultation carried out several years ago,
which cost large sums of money and a significant amount of officer
time, reached no firm conclusion. This high level of uncertainty has
existed for too long now and has caused a considerable amount of

anxiety, both for those working in the affected schools, and also for
parents when the time comes for them to make decisions on the
education of their children in the area.”
But perhaps the most ambitious part of the plan is the
deadline. SCC believe all this can be sorted by September
2022. A timetable that looks ludicrous in view of the amount
of work needed, a raging pandemic and the possibility of
further lockdowns.
Bad timing
That view looked to be vindicated when SCC decided to push
ahead with the consultation, just a couple of days after a
national lockdown was announced. To run the consultation
to coincide with a national lockdown does not have a good
look. Yet this is what SCC have done. The consultation will
run for four weeks between Thursday 12 November and
Thursday 10 December. The consultation will provide a
limited opportunity for those who wish to have their say on
the Council’s plans. Due to the restrictions on public events
due to COVID 19, a series of virtual Teams Live consultation
events are being organised to take place as follows:
Tuesday 17 November – 5.30pm-7.30pm
Wednesday 18 November – 7.45pm-9.45pm (Misterton First
School specific)
Tuesday 24 November – 7.45pm-9.45pm
Thursday 26 November – 4.15pm-6.15pm
SCC tell us “The latest information, including full details of how
you can have your say, the virtual public consultation events and a
link to the online questionnaire will be published when the
consultation goes live on Thursday 12 November here:
www.somerset.gov.uk/crewkerne-and-ilminster-strategic-schoolreview”
HB
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Lindseys Lines by Lindsey Wright
Furlough scheme back again!
Live is like this. There I was with an article all ready to go, and
just as The leveller was going to press… everything changed.
So there is no point in me talking about the new job support
scheme, the funding for tier 2 businesses that might close and
a whole raft of other measures. The announcement of a
national shut down chucked all that lot in the bin. At least for
now.
Government like talking about big numbers. When a crisis like
this hits they like to tell you how many billions they are
pouring into this scheme, into that support mechanism. What
they seem unable to grasp, is that most employers and
employees could not care less about the big numbers. What
matters to business is how much support they can get.
Measured in the £000s they might be able to pick up
tomorrow to save them from closure. The billions spent in
total is of no use, if your business can’t claim it. The same is
true of employees. If you are worrying if you will have a job to
go to or not, or if you qualify for furlough or not what you
want to know is how much will be in your next salary packet.
Not how much Mr Sunak poured into a scheme during the last
lockdown.
We have way too little by way of facts just now. So I’ll
concentrate on the little numbers that effect our local
businesses and their employees.
For this latest period of lockdown, all companies will be able
to claim furlough for their employees. This is not at the
reduced rate (remember furlough was being phased out by
31st October).
During the lock down at least until 2 December, furloughed
employees will have 80% of their salary met by government.
This is up to a maximum of £2,500 per employee per month.
You do not have to be fully furloughed to qualify. So if your
monthly salary is £2,000 and you are furloughed for half your
time, you will receive full pay for the 50% of the time you are
working. You will receive 80% of your salary for the 50% of
time you are furloughed. However the employer can top that
up to 100% at their own cost if they choose to.
The employer will be expected to pay all national insurance
and pension contributions on each employees salary though,
whether or not they are furloughed.
In addition any business asked to close down as a result of the
new restrictions in England can claim a grant worth up to
£3,000 per month under the Local Restrictions Support
Grant.
As we went to press that was pretty much all the detail we
had. Government continue to focus on
telling people how generous they are with
the billions. All I’ll say is please stay safe and
well and good luck to all our local
businesses in surviving into the New Year.
Lindsey Wright is a partner in Accounting
Angels of Somerton
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Legally Speaking

by Catherine Murton (Partner & Head of Private Clients, Pardoes Solicitors)
Apparently everyone has their five minutes of
same document in the presence of the testator. The fact that
fame at some point in their life. It was,
the witnesses are ‘in the presence’ of the testator ensures that
therefore, with considerable excitement and a
there is no undue influence being brought to bear by anyone. It
fair bit of trepidation that I agreed to be
also allows the witnesses to better assess the state of mind of
interviewed by ITV for a feature on the
the testator.
execution of Wills during the pandemic. In all
Not being able to properly see the surroundings in which the
honesty I just thought it was an excuse to buy a testator is signing their Will or to be able to fully utilise body
new jacket!
language increases the risk of the Will being challenged at a
I am generally quite a confident person but when the day
later date. In addition, the amendment to the Wills Act requires
arrived I was shaking head to foot. Nick the reporter set up
that a recording of the signing is made and retained. The
the camera on a tripod in Pardoes’ Reception. He checked
requirement for all parties to sign the same document remains
the light, made sure that phones were on silent and issued
and, therefore, at least two separate video conferences would
instructions to ‘turn a little to the left’, ‘half a step forward’
be required to properly execute the Will. The original
and ‘look to the right of the camera’.
document would need to be taken from one location to
Before I knew it he was filming and asking me how my team
another or posted to the witnesses once signed by the testator.
had managed to get Wills signed during lockdown. In
All of this will slow the whole process down.
particular he was keen to know the advantages and
This is an entirely untested area and raises lots of questions.
disadvantages of the temporary change to the Wills Act 1837 What happens if the testator dies after signing but before the
to allow Wills to be signed via video link.
witnesses have signed? Supposing the video link is lost half way
I acknowledged that there may be some rare occasions when through the process or the image and/or sound is poor? Who
signing remotely in this way was an option, perhaps if
will retain the recording and for how long?
someone was gravely ill in a hospital where all visits were
As you can probably tell I am not particularly in favour of this
prevented. However, throughout lockdown and beyond
method of executing a Will. However, despite seven minutes of
Pardoes have offered home visits where we can sign Wills in recording, the final edit featured me for approximately thirty
gardens or garages, we have our offices open to the public
seconds, ten of which were a close up of me fake typing. The
with strict social distancing protocols, we offer a drive
introduction to the piece suggested that video link Will signing
through service if a client doesn’t want to come into the
was an initiative that I had pioneered. Fame is definitely
offices and we can arrange for Wills to be sent in the post
overrated!
with clear instructions for execution.
If you would like to make a Will in these difficult times I would
The Wills Act requires that a Will is signed by the testator in be very happy to assist. I can be contacted on 01935 382680 or,
the presence of two witnesses and that the witnesses sign the alternatively, by email at catherine.murton@pardoes.co.uk
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Jobs

Job Column

Don’t Get Butterflies
Try The Leveller®
Do the ad rates charged by some newspapers for job adverts give you
butterflies. Not sure if to go for it or not?
If you are advertising for public sector jobs, a town clerk for instance,
you’ll be astonished at our rates.
We charge you less for a hard copy ad, to reach a much bigger
audience.
Contact:
Ruth on levelleradvert@gmail.com or
Juliet on Levellermarketing@gmail.com to find out more.
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Job Column

Is there a journalist in you…..
……itching to get out?
We offer 2 week internships so you can see if this really is the
stuff you are made of.
We have had loads of young people work with us through to
getting their first article published.
It is admittedly a more trying experience in the midst of a
pandemic but that hasn’t stopped our two most recent interns
successfully completing 2 weeks work and getting their work
published in The Leveller®

Safety First
We will follow all social distancing protocols throughout your
time with us.
You’ll see how a newspaper is put together
You’ll have the opportunity to join in, to write your own piece
for The leveller.
Interested?

Contact us at:
levellereditor@gmail.com
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Public Notices

Council meetings - or not
Nearly all councils have now cancelled regular meetings in the
light of government advice on dealing with the Covid 19 virus.
Which leaves the question, how do I get in touch with my
council. Most council staff are still on duty, but working from
home so in nearly all cases you should be able to contact the
council.
All councils are advising the public not to visit their offices
unless absolutely essential.
This month once again, rather than details of meetings, we’ve
posted contact details for the main councils in our area.
Town Councils
Bridgwater Town Council 01278 427692
Bruton Town Council 01749 813014
townclerk@brutontowncouncil.gov.uk
Burnham on Sea & Highbridge Town
Council 01278 788088
townclerk@burnham-highbridgetc.gov.uk
Castle Carey Town Council (01963)
359631 town.clerk@castlecary.co.uk
Chard Town Council 01460 239567
Crewkerne Town Council 01460
74001
Frome Town Council 01373 465757
info@frometowncouncil.gov.uk
Glastonbury Town Council 01458
831769 office@glastonbury.gov.uk
Ilminster Town Council 01460 52149
town.council@ilminster.gov.uk
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Langport Town Council 01458 259700 office@langport.life
Martock Town Council 01935 822891 or 07506 286382
clerk@martock-pc.gov.uk
Minehead Town Council 01643 707213
info@mineheadtowncouncil.co.uk
Shepton Mallet Town Council 01749 343984
Somerton Town Council 01458 272236
town.clerk@somertontowncouncil.gov.uk
Street Parish Council 01458 440588
Watchet Town Council 01984 633344
townclerk@watchettowncouncil.org
Wellington Town Council 01823 662855
info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk
Wells City Council 01749 673091
townclerk@wells.gov.uk
Wincanton Town Council 01963 31693
info@wincantontowncouncil.co.uk
Yeovil Town Council 01935 382424
ytc@yeovil.gov.uk
District and County Councils contact details
are as follows:
To contact all our districts and county councils for
anything to do with COVID 19: 0300 790 6275
For other matters:
Mendip: 0300 303 8588
South Somerset: 01935 462462
Sedgemoor: 0300 303 7800
Somerset West & Taunton: 0300 304 8000
Somerset County Council: 0300 123 2224

Public Information

Citizens Advice
In a joint statement from Citizens Advice Mendip,
Sedgemoor, West Somerset, Taunton and South
Somerset have responded to the Public Health
guidance on Coronavirus.
“We are very aware that over 50% of Citizens Advice in Somerset
clients have health conditions and/or disabilities. Between our 5
organisations we helped over 20,000 clients last year. For this
reason we must exercise extreme care in minimising the risk of
infection for our clients and for our staff and volunteers.
We have taken the difficult decision to close our face to face
services (including outreach) whilst also increasing capacity on our
phones and email services. Please be assured that this decision has
not been taken lightly.
The advice by phone service in Somerset is very well established and
part of our general offer. All our systems are in place for a team
of home based and office based advisers.
Clients can visit our respective websites for full details of their
options or clients can call Adviceline: 03444 889 623”
Each local Citizens Advice centre will appoint a daily lead
responsible for dealing with clients in crisis and we will continue to
make the Local Assistance Scheme available to those in crisis (Fuel,
food, essential items). We will maintain close contact with local
foodbanks and work with them to address any challenges as they
arise.
Websites
Mendip: www.citizensadvicemendip.org.uk/
Sedgemoor: www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/sedgemoor/
Taunton: https://citizensadvicetaunton.org.uk/
West Somerset: www.westsomersetadvice.org.uk/
South Somerset: www.citizensadvicesouthsomerset.org.uk/

Sky Diary by Paul Adamson
Moon Phases
New Moon 15th November
First Quarter 22nd November
Full 30th November
Last quarter 8th December
New Moon 14th December
Planets
Both Jupiter and Saturn set
earlier now and are low in
the South West at Sunset but
appear to be getting
closer together, Mars is
a brilliant evening object
again setting earlier but
on view for a good
while and Venus is still
splendid in the South
east in the early
morning hours.
Constellation
Despite the relative
closeness of the Stars
the Pleiades or seven
sisters is what is known
as an open Star cluster,
in the Constellation of
Taurus the Bull this little
Star group looks like a
hazy cloud but then
number of Stars you can

see is good test of your
eyesight, most people see six
there are in fact over 1000.
Celestial Events
The Leonid Meteor shower
peaks on the 17th/18th
November the peak of the
Geminid Meteor shower is
13th/14th December.

http://www.somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk/

The Somerset Day
15 November
Sunrise 7.29 am
Sunset 4.22 pm
15 December
Sunrise 8.09 am
Sunset 4.04 pm

Markets
by Hattie Bowler
Here once again is our small
directory of markets with the
where and when they are held.
And if you’d like us to add one that
you are aware of that we’ve missed out - please do get in
touch. At the time of writing all these markets were going
ahead as usual. Obviously be aware that may change, but for
now food outlets are allowed to continue selling as before.
But please observe the social distancing advice as far as
possible.
Barrington Producers Market: Village Hall, 4th Saturday of the
month 10am - 12 noon.
Bridgwater Castle Market: Fore Street Friday 9am-2pm
Castle Cary Market: Market Place, Tuesday 8.30am-2.00pm
Churchinford Village Market, Village Hall, 1st Saturday of the
month 10am-12noon
Drayton Market: Village Hall, 3rd Saturday of the month,
10am-12 noon
Frome Independent. High Street 1st Sunday March-December
Glastonbury Country Market:: Town Hall, Tues 9am-12.30pm
Glastonbury Farmers Market: Market Cross 4th Saturday of
the month 9am - 2pm
Hatch Beauchamp Produce Market: Village Hall 2nd Saturday
morning of the month
Ilminster - Market Square every Thursday 8am-2pm
Langport produce market: Town Square, last Friday of the
month 10.0am to 2pm
Langport Country Market: All Saints Hall, Thursday 9.0011.00am
Langport Vintage Market: Town Square 10.00am-4,00pm 2nd
Saturday
Martock Farmers Market: 2nd Saturday 10am - 1pm North St.
North Curry: Village Hall, Greenway. 9.30am – 11.30am
monthly market on the first Saturday each month.
Shepton Mallet High Street. Sunday 10am-3pm
Somerton Country Market: Unicorn Skittle Alley, Saturday
9.00-12.00
Somerton Market, Market Square first Friday of the month
10.00am-12.30 pm
Street Country Market: United Reform Church Thursday
9.00-12.00
Street Market: High St/Farm Rd Thursday 9am - 4pm
Taunton Farmers Market: High Street, Thursdays 9am -3pm
Taunton “Pannier” Market, food and produce: High Street,
Fridays 9am-4.30pm
Taunton Craft Market: High Street, Saturday 9am-4.30pm
Wellington Farmers Market, High Street, alternate Saturdays
9-12.00noon
Wells Market, Market Place Wednesdays and Saturdays 9am4.00pm
Yeovil Market: Lower Middle Street, Tuesday, Friday 9am3pm
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My Somerset Home
Why now is the right time to sell by Sue Macey
Seen the headlines about young professionals leaving London
in a hurry, desperate to swap the Underground for
uninterrupted views? Well, it’s true. According to leading
property industry research company, TwentyCI, the number
of sales agreed in the last three months have increased by
nearly 50% in countryside areas.
One of the big reasons for this is that people no longer have
to go into the office as often - or at all. And it’s no surprise
that a recent survey by Uswitch found Mendip voted the third
best place in the UK to work from home - based on
broadband speed, green spaces, air quality, crime rates, quality
of schools and GPs per 100,000 people.
30 year old James West agrees: “My wife, child and I moved
from North London to Somerset recently because we wanted more
space, fresh air and locally-produced food. Plus, I can now work
from home.”
The Wests made the move using independent estate agency
Lodestone Property, which has offices in Bruton and Wells.
Lodestone pride themselves on ensuring their clients are
always in the know. And with buyers actively scouring the
west country right believe it’s the perfect time to sell.
They must be doing something right as the award-winning
Estate Agency has seen a 150% increase in sales agreed, yearon-year – more than double the 70% average in the UK
reported by Estate Agent Today. Impressive or what?
But it is reflective of the increased interest in Somerset as
people look to escape big cities. Which is why, if you are
thinking of selling, now might be your moment.
Sue Macey is is Managing Partner of Lodestone Estate Agents.
For more information contact
www.lodestoneproperty.co.uk/contact/

.
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My Somerset Home
The barns at Decoy
Farm offer a rare
opportunity to purchase
a newly built barn style
property on a small
development of only
four similar properties
in a beautiful edge of
village rural location
currently under
construction. Plot 1 and
2 will be ready late
2021, Plot 3 is SSTC and
Plot 4 should be
completed around May
2021 and available for
purchase now. The
property will have a
generous open plan
living/kitchen/dining
room, four double
bedrooms, two
bedrooms downstairs
and two bedrooms
upstairs with dressing
rooms and en-suites.
The property benefits
from a high level of
finish including under floor heating, quartz worktops and oak finishes throughout, country views over fields with an option to
buy more land if needed.

Plot 4 has a Guide Price of £650,000
To view: contact English Homes on 01458 252530 or sales@english-homes.co.uk
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At The Farm Gate by Helen Walker

Guy the Grape by Guy Smith

Andrew, the editor, in his email, asked if I would consider
writing about my views on the new system of subsidies that
are due to come in when we leave the EU. Good idea I
thought, as I know diddly-squat about what is due to happen –
I will research it.
This is what I have found out: A new Environmental Land
Management Scheme (ELMS) should come into play by the end
of 2024. Full details of this don’t seem to have been unveiled
as yet. The ELMS is also thought to replace all schemes
available now under the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).
There also seems to be a “Sustainable Farming Incentive” can’t find anything about that except that it might start in 2022
and that it might offer money for wildlife encouraging practices
etc. The Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) which most farmers get
will begin to be phased out in 2021. How does that affect us?
We don’t get loads of money from subsidies, as we are small
fry. Our BPS will be cut by 5% in 2021 and phased out
gradually by 2027.
We have an Entry Level & Higher Level Stewardship
Agreement with Natural England which runs out in 2023, as
we are a year later than everybody else. Presumably this
maybe replaced by ELMS but your guess is as good as mine.
Not terribly worried as we are near the end of our farming
careers – not so good I think for Joe, as he will take over from
us. The NFU are pushing that “ELMS must be accessible to all
farmers and reward them for the role they are best placed to play
in maintaining and improving their landscape”
I apologise if the next paragraph is a bit of a rant! I am
disappointed (understatement!) that the amendments made by
the Lords to the Agriculture Bill has been voted against by the
Commons on October 12th.
My understanding of it, is that part of it was to ensure that
foodstuffs produced abroad with lower animal welfare
standards than the UK were blocked. The National Pig
Association comments “The Government has given no clear
indication of how, in the absence of legislation, it would prevent
imports of significantly cheaper pork from the US and elsewhere
produced using methods that are outlawed in the UK.”
Important, I think, that pig farmers don’t have a repeat of
1999 when sow stalls were made illegal in this country and
nobody stopped retailers importing cheaper pork from
countries still using them. Why did that matter? The UK pig
herd halved in just a few years as UK farmers were unable to
compete. The Government says trust them. The NPA says
“The Government must learn from previous experience and do
more to ensure that history is not repeated”
We have a new ram called Caesar. He is big, bold and
beautiful and comes to have his head scratched at every
available opportunity. He has started taking just a few steps
backwards before he trots up to have his head scratched.
Trust him not to hit me and break my hip? I wouldn’t trust
him as far as I could throw him!
Helen Walker and husband Graham own School Farm and the
farm shop at Muchelney which you can contact on 01458 251 127

Saturday October 3rd was officially the wettest day on record
in the UK. Sunday 4th was harvest day and it wasn’t much
better! It rained all day without let up. The wonderful thing is
that every single one of our amazing team of pickers all
turned up spot on time and worked through until it was all
done. We are so thankful to them and the fact that they were
all so cheerful
despite the cold and
wet. We fortified
them with tea and
brownies which I
think helped a bit
but hats off to such a
positive bunch.
What of the harvest
itself? It can be
summed up as small
but perfectly formed.
The hot early spring
really got things off
to a great start and
we achieved perfect
ripeness and balance in the fruit. The downside was that like
the rest of the country, yields were low because the bunches
were small.
We’re not entirely sure why this was the case but, it does
mean that quality is outstanding, possibly even better than the
great 2018 harvest. The picture is similar around Europe and
so 2020 won’t be remembered fondly by most but fingers
crossed, there will be something positive in the form of good
wine.
Post-harvest silence has descended on the vineyard as the
leaves drop and sheep graze the grass, our thoughts turn
straight away to Christmas. For obvious reasons there are
very few events and markets this year and so we’re going to
be opening up our cellar door at the farm on Fridays and
Saturdays from November onwards and so if you’ve never had
the chance to call in then it would be great to see you. We
often have a bottle of something open to try and you’re more
than welcome to wander around the vineyard, if nothing else
on a clear day, the view is great!
As for this month’s recommendations – I say it every year,
take advantage of supermarkets 25% off six bottles deals, this
is pretty much their cost price!
Go independent
The other thing I also say is, if you are looking for something
special then call into your local friendly independent wine
shops such as The Little Wine Shop
in Taunton and Somerset Wine
Company in Castle Cary. They have
huge knowledge and enthusiasm
which they love to share…

What a harvest!

Please support our advertisers!
We bring you the Leveller free every month. We could not do that without the commercial
support of our advertisers. Please support them as they have supported us.
This has never been more true than it is today with COVID 19 hurting so many local businesses.
Once again many advertisers have been kind to us, supporting us when perhaps they did not need to advertise. We
know that you may not be able to use their services today, but please remember them when the county is open
again and offer them the support they have offered to us.
They are all local businesses and by supporting them you will help to grow our Somerset economy.
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Somerset Lives by Stephanie Harris Plender
This month: Professor David Miles: Professor of Financial Economics, Imperial College, London
The lure of Somerset and its natural beauty have never been
more apparent than in these times of Covid-19, an appeal
which enticed Professor David Miles of Imperial College to
move from London to the Martock area with
his wife and young children some fourteen
years ago. He is back to being able to work
in London part of the time and has recently
co-authored a research paper analysing the
costs and benefits of Covid lockdown
policies. Stephanie Harris Plender spoke to
him for the next in our occasional series of
interviews with Somerset locals about their
working lives and about their likes and
dislikes concerning the county…..
Broadly speaking, what did the research
paper conclude about the costs versus the
benefits of lockdowns and what does this
lead you to think is the right policy going
ahead?
DM: We all recognize there are huge health benefits in slowing
the spread of the virus and reducing deaths by restrictions on
behaviour, but sometimes people talk about the costs as if it were
just money versus lives. I think that’s very misleading. So the work I
did, with a couple of other medical researchers, was to try and
answer the really difficult question: what is the trade off between
costs and benefits?
Are the costs that you pay in future bigger than the benefits?
DM: That’s a profoundly difficult question partly because it involves
trying to balance lives lost in the short run versus the ill health, mental
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health problems and misery of people in the future. There is no
easy way to do that. The conclusion was that the kind of long and
very restrictive lockdown that we had starting in March meant that
we went beyond the point at which the
benefits outweighed the costs. So one
should therefore be very wary - and I think
the Government is wary - about going down
the road of a national lockdown on that
scale again. I can give one illustration of why
the argument that it’s the economy versus
lives - and that there’s no way of balancing
those two because lives have an infinite
worth - is misguided. It’s been estimated
that the significant job losses in the two
years after the financial crisis of 2008 may
have increased chronic health problems in
the UK by the scale of 900,000. And those
were job losses which unfortunately are
almost certainly lower than we are going to
see this time.
So now as we see an increase in infections in different parts
of the UK, and England is in a national lockdown, what do
you think is the right policy?
DM: I think it is unfortunate that we have had to go back to a
national lockdown where everybody is told to stay at home if they
can. At least there is now a realisation that closing some activities,
for example schools, really is massively costly. It doesn’t seem likely
now that schools are a major source of spreading the virus, yet the
damage done by closing them is almost certainly for the long term
and is very substantial. I’d be more comfortable with current UK
government policy if more effort were put into analysing the kind of
trade-offs that I’ve been talking about. One thing that strikes me is
that the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE), which
has extremely eminent epidemiologists, focuses on the benefit side
of restrictions. They look at how much might restrictions slow the
infection and how many lives might then be saved. But then advice
given to government is lopsided because it’s all about benefits from
different levels of restrictions without a carefully measured
assessment of what the costs are.
Turning to something more cheerful, what do you particularly
like about Somerset?
DM: I like lots of things about Somerset. I like the fact that your
neighbours are visible in a way that, having lived in London for a
long time, doesn’t happen. Also that my neighbours do tangible
things. One neighbour’s a thatcher, there are some doctors very
close to me, and farmers - they do things that are of immediate
and lasting worth. And then of course, as everybody recognises, it is a
beautiful place to live. I grew up in industrial South Wales on the
coast - you had immense natural beauty but if you looked in
another direction you would see areas blighted by 200 years of
industrial activity followed by a few decades of decline and it was
an industrial wasteland. Somerset has a different kind of natural
beauty and it doesn’t have the industrial wastelands…
And is there one thing you dislike or would particularly like to
change?
DM: There is and I hope South Somerset District Council will do
something about this. It’s the climate! We either seem to be in a
drought or it’s raining day after day and there’s nothing in between.
So the garden or the land around you is either flooded or it’s bone
dry and the grass is all yellow. And you have either eight weeks of
no rain or eight weeks of nothing but rain. So I do hope SSDC will
use its influence to affect the climate. I leave it to them!
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Cobbs Column by Jane Rodger
Don’t worry, be happy!
This year, more than any other, is proving to be challenging at
the very least! For many of us the stress is starting to take its
toll. Concerns for our own and loved one’s health is
paramount, confusing new rules, uncertainty, all create a
melting pot of worry. This is why our mental health is as
important as our physical wellbeing in order to keep us
strong, healthy and resilient during the challenging winter
months ahead.
Here are a few ideas to help keep you happy, healthy and
positive.
A little sunshine.
Top of the list is Vit D3! I know I have mentioned this on
more than one occasion recently but I cannot stress enough
how important this vitamin is for the winter, especially the
one ahead! Traditionally used to treat SAD or seasonal
affected disorder, it is also invaluable at treating respiratory
viruses. Endorsed by many health professionals , a dose of
between 1000 and 4000 ius a day will be the most effective
supplement you can take to protect your immune system,
boost your mood ,and give yourself a drop of sunshine!
Stressed out?
Feeling strung out? Unable to sleep, anxious, ? If you feel any
of these emotions especially if your sleep is disturbed chances
are your adrenal glands are under stress and producing too
much cortisol or stress hormones! This leads onto exhaustion,
weight gain, insomnia, and inability to concentrate.
Ahswagandha or Indian ginseng, an Ayurvedic medicine herb is
excellent at calming the adrenals, supporting the nervous
system, helping both mind and body cope with excess stress,
helping to create a calm , relaxed body and mind.
Brain in over drive?
If you can’t mentally switch off , repetitive thoughts keeping
you awake or distracted?
Try tulsi tea. Rich in the brain
Calming amino acid theanine it actively soothes a troubled
brow! Try drinking during the day to keep you focused and
positive.
Chocolate saviour
Yes!,
Chocolate really is a mood booster! As if we didn’t know!
Try raw cacao chocolate for a massive feel good boost in the
form of phenylalanine’s.
It makes us feel positively blissful! Try the following fabulous
hot chocolate recipe to soothe, comfort and nourish your
soul
Hot choc hug
Heat up the following in a saucepan until warm enough to
drink
1cup almond or oat milk
1tbsp coconut oil
1 heaped teaspoon raw
cacao powder
1 tsp honey
Half tsp turmeric
Half teaspoon cinnamon
Give it all a good mix, add
a little more honey if you
want and enjoy!
The cacao is nutrient rich, contains theanine, iron, magnesium,
potassium, and b vits. These are all nourishing for the nervous
system.
The spices help to balance blood sugar levels, and regulate
mood.
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Evening Pleasures by Jane Earthy
It’s a pleasure to stroll around a garden in the evening light,
especially in autumn when the setting sun creates a magical
feel, and shafts of light enhance colourful leaves, burnishing
them and allowing them a final hurrah before they fall. A way
of maintaining striking colour throughout winter is to use
brightly coloured stems of Cornus, or Dogwood, a plant that
looks incredible when planted en masse but is still effective
grown singly . Once the leaves fall the colour is revealed.
One of the best Dogwoods for winter colour is ‘Midwinter
Fire, with red stems at the base changing to orange all the way
to yellow at its tip. For lime green stems choose Cornus
sericea ‘Flaviramea’ and for ruby red stems C.alba ‘Sibirica’ .
Dogwoods are unfussy plants, coping with any soil type and
position, including shade, although brighter coloured stems
would show up better. To maintain their stem colour,
dogwoods should be coppiced (pruned to just above their
base) every couple of years, as the stems dull with age. Under
planting with spring bulbs extends the period of interest
further.
If you have a damp border that could
do with a lift in winter, try Salix a.
‘Britzensis’ which becomes a beacon
of light with lime-yellow stems. Or
try the ghostly white stems of Rubus
cockburnianus. This ornamental
raspberry has v prickly arching stems
which look amazing underplanted with
black grass - Ophiopogon nigrescens.
Cut out all old growth before growth
starts again in spring for best results.
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The garden in November
2020 has been a most trying year, and it has caused me to
swear a lot more than hitherto. I am not alone in this; my
potty-mouthed child-infested friends report that their
language worsened during lockdown with the natural result
that their little angels have returned to school with a overdeveloped vocabulary.
During some emergency child-minding this summer, I taught
the foul-mouthed brood that the F word was not an
acceptable word for every day use, but it could be used in
extremis in its various declensions as noun, adjective and
verb, conjugating the tenses present, past and future, in
indefinite, perfect, and continuous forms, and so on. They
were impressed, but their parents less so and my childminding services are no longer required.
It was in early October I visited The Newt, formerly known
as Hadspen House, near Bruton, bought in 2013 by South
African millionaire Karen Roos, and her billionaire husband
Koos Bekker. The scope of the development here is so
staggering that I spent much of the 3 hours muttering special
oaths of amazement and awe, mostly remembering not to
when mummies and toddlers came too close.
The first sweary moment was the entrance fee, a cool £17.50
per head. However, this peasant-repelling amount can be
converted to a year’s membership through the Candide app,
so visit and return regularly to get your money’s worth. It is
only half an hour from Yeovil. You can’t eat in the garden
restaurant without paying the entrance fee and advance
booking is required right now to maintain Covid safety. You
are not allowed to bring your own food and drink and you
are in for an expensive time if you come for a family day out.
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by Kath Crouch

Once over these exclusive hurdles, my bad language subsided
as I walked along the curved oak walkway through the trees,
all large and recently planted. Passing through the Threshing
Barn, I watched cider apples being continuously washed,
sorted, crushed, and pressed with expensive modern
equipment, the juice being pumped into large tanks and the
pomace being loaded in a trailer. They are taking cider
making very seriously here but refer to it as Cyder, which
grates as much as calling school fetes Fayres.
The early days of making a large operation run smoothly have
been doubtless been hampered by staff teething problems and
Covid, and reviews have not been universally kind. On the
day of my visit the gardeners and other staff were cheerful
and helpful, and the vegetable-based lunch was delicious.
The Parabola Garden is home to 460 apples in 267 varieties,
trained in cordons, hoops, fans and espaliers. To help with
pollination, the estate has over 50 varieties of crab apples,
with future National Collection status in mind. The
masterpiece of the three-dimensional Baroque parterre is
designed by French architect Patrice Taravella and the layout
and construction is without fault. I could sit all day in the
garden restaurant to gaze at it. While cursing with envy at a
construction budget I can only dream of, I noticed the
cordons were spaced scarcely 30cm apart. Will they become
too congested in the future, or will every other one need to
be removed? I never made it to the colour themed gardens
along the Long Walk – I shall save that treat for next
summer. They are tributes to Canadian gardeners Sandra and
Nori Pope, who experimented with garden colour in the
Noughties, maybe also to the work of Penelope Hobhouse,
whose book Colour in the Garden has been forgotten by the
modern generation of garden designers.
On the slope down to the vegetable garden you pass through
swathes of Miscanthus and other grasses. They looked ok
backlit in the weak midday sunshine, but there is feeling that if
contemporary gardens have grasses, there must be grasses at
The Newt too, whether or not they sit well with the
vegetable garden and the parks and orchards beyond.
There is much more to see, and plenty of space to get away
from future crowds. I missed out on the Fragrance Garden,
and most of the woodland. I headed over the hill to walk
along The Viper, a curving treetop walkway high above the
woodland floor which dropped away so steeply that it
induced vertigo and another swearing fit. It led to The Story
of Gardening, with interactive displays, garden tool museum
and virtual reality tours of famous gardens, where I spent a
happy 20 minutes viewing Monet’s garden at Giverny. If I
visited with a pack of children, I would head for the woods
first, probably to eat smuggled sandwiches on the way round.
I haven’t told you yet about the cider – sorry, Cyder – tour,
the Cyder tasting and more. I will save that for next month. It
was effing impressive.
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Behind the Wheel by David Young
Treat yourself to the brand new Fiat 500 e for Christmas
It was only a matter of time before the
inevitable happened. Taking one of the
world’s most popular city cars and
running it on electricity is a bit of an
obvious choice so the only surprise is
that it’s taken this long for the allelectric Fiat 500 to arrive.
Everybody knows about the Fiat 500 so
there’s not much point in going into
detail on the similarities with the
regular version. The electric version is
just as appealing to the eye and it will
still make people smile. It’s just electric
instead. Now it’s here you may as well
take a look because at first glance it
appears it might just be a great option
for a lot of people.
Like existing models the Fiat 500 e will
be available in hatchback and cabrio
versions with the addition of a new 3+1
bodystyle – this new body style is a
throwback to the original car and
features a small third door on the
passenger side that opens backwards to
ease access to the rear seat. There are
also two battery options across three
trim levels and a range of new interior
and exterior upgrades.
The 500 Action opens the range and is
fitted with the smaller 70kW motor,
accelerating from zero to 62mph in 9.5
seconds and with a limited top
speed of 84mph. The 23.8kWh
battery offers a range of more
than 115 miles, although it can
creep up to over 150 miles
when only driving around town.
With the average commute
under 30 miles per day that
means you would only need to
charge it around every four days.
Despite being the entry-level
model the 500 Action is very
well equipped too. There’s a
host of driver aids including
Drowsy Driver Detection,
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Autonomous Emergency Braking,
Lane Keep Assist, and Traffic Sign
Recognition, which reads road
signs and recommends the
correct speed to drive at. The
500 Action is also fitted with an
e-Mode selector to choose
between three driving modes –
Normal, Range and Sherpa.
The inside is packed with
technology too. Keyless
operation, rear parking sensors
and electric parking brake are
standard, as is the configurable
7-inch digital TFT colour screen
that replaces the instrument panel
and displays all the most
important data for the car,
including range and charging
status. The 500 Action also gets a
‘smart audio’ upgrade, turning any
smartphone into its infotainment
system. It consists of a smartphone
cradle, an ergonomic base to mount
your smartphone either vertically or
horizontally, a Bluetooth connection to
link a smartphone to the speakers in
the car and a specific app to use inside
and out of the car.
On the downside the Fiat 500 Action is
only available as a hatchback so if you

want the cabrio or new 3+1 you need
to move up the range.
The Passion is the mid-range version
and comes with a larger 42kWh
battery, providing a best-in-class range
of up to 199 miles. It features 85kW
fast charging, so hook it up to a rapid
charger and recharging the battery to
80% range takes 35 minutes, or to 30
miles takes around 5 minutes. The
87kW motor boosts the power
to 118bhp, increasing the
maximum speed to 93mph and
accelerating to 60mph in around
9.0 seconds. That’s not massively
fast by any standard but thanks to
the instant torque you get from
electric motors the Fiat 500 e
will actually go from zero to
30mph in just 3 seconds. That’s
going to make it feel pleasingly
nippy and agile around town.
The 500 Passion also adds cruise
control and climate control to
the standard equipment as well
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as Fiat’s new infotainment system with a 7-inch touchscreen,
wireless Apple CarPlay and Android Auto for connected
services and a DAB radio. The new system boasts the
Natural Language interface system with advanced voice
recognition. Talk to the car using the wake word “Hey Fiat”,
to control its range and charging settings, program the air
conditioning and choose favourite music.
Underneath the range topping Icon version you get the same
42kWh battery as the Passion trim level with the same range,
charging times and performance. The difference between the
two is in the equipment and design touches.

At the end of the day it’s a cute little Fiat 500 and it’s
completely emission free so it could be fitted with drawing
pins in the seats and it would still be hugely popular. With
prices starting from just under £20k it’s not badly priced for
an electric car either. The all electric Fiat 500e will be
available to order from December with the first deliveries
due in March so now is the ideal time to decide which
version you’d like Santa to get you for Christmas.

Externally, the 500 Icon stands out for its 16-inch alloy
wheels, with a dark finish. The interior has been designed
with a selection of lighter, brighter shades for the trim, the
dashboard is painted the same colour as the bodywork, and
there’s a natural wood effect available on the dashboard and
steering wheel made with a vegan material rather than
leather.
In terms of equipment the Icon adds passive entry enabling
hands-free access and a new 10.25-inch ‘cinerama’
touchscreen display, with integrated GPS and the
infotainment system. The landscape high-definition
touchscreen fits perfectly into the car’s dashboard to
eliminate driver distractions.
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Ponies and Party times by Godfrey Hall
Under Covid-19 restrictions, my
journeys around the world have
currently been curtailed, however it
has still been possible to travel within
the UK and so recently I set sail and
visited one of my favourite parts of UK,
the New Forest. Extending along the
coast from Southampton and inland, it
is probably at its best in spring or

autumn when the number of visitors is
lower than at the height of the season.
Currently it has become very popular
as an alternative to holidaying overseas.
I visited during the autumn months
when bookings were still very high. My
first port of call was the holiday village
of Sandy Balls. Set at the edge of the
forest and with access to the river, it
is currently owned by Always Resorts
and run as an all lodge site. The
various lodges are set in woodlands
with central facilities including a shop,
swimming pool, bar and restaurant.
There is a wide range of
accommodation on offer varying in
price. I spent a few days in one of
their Zen lodges which included its
own hot tub. Although there were just
two of us, it was very spacious and
could have accommodated several
more. The main living area was well
equipped and it came with a dish
washer, two bathrooms and an ensuite
room including a double shower. There
was also a bedroom with three bunk
beds and of course outside a hot tub!
The cost includes welcome pack
containing a bottle of bubbly, coffee and
milk. The shop on site will provide
most of what you might need and the
town of Fordingbridge is just a short
drive away.
Sandy Balls greatest draw and I have
known the site for a long time, is its
location and you shouldn’t leave
without taking a walk through the
woods and along the banks of the River
Avon. Pathways are signposted but
make sure you have adequate footwear
as it can get muddy when it rains.
A short walk or ride from the site and
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you are in the forest with its
wonderful wild ponies, cattle and
donkeys and if you are lucky some wild
pigs. There are no red squirrels in the
area but if you make your way over to
the Isle of Wight you may spot some.
The area near the site around
Godshill, is ideal for hiking and you can
easily enjoy a day’s walking through the
marvellous countryside. The New
Forest also has a number of small
towns including Brockenhurst,
Lyndhurst which can get very busy with
traffic and visitors and a favourite of
mine Lymington. From here you can
take the ferry by foot or with your car
to Yarmouth on the Isle of Wight. A
great jumping off point for the rest of
the island includes the sophisticated
sailing resort of Cowes and the journey
takes just 40 minutes. When I went in
the autumn they were running a regular
hourly service during the day. The
short trip is very impressive as you pass
by the moored yachts and out across
the Solent towards Yarmouth.
There are plenty of other routes to
Cowes

and from the island but this one seems
to be one of the quickest and most
convenient if you are staying in the
New Forest.
The region is full of delightful pubs
and places to eat including The Pig near
Brockenhurst. Lunch here is a real treat
and can be taken outside in good
weather or inside when it is wet. The
food is all sourced wherever
possible within 25 miles
with lots of ingredients
coming from their own
gardens and livestock. There
are several groups of the Pig
hotels dotted around part
of the country and they are
all of a very high standard.
The New Forest is
situated for trips to
Salisbury, Southampton,
Bournemouth, Cranborne
Chase and Shaftesbury. This
last destination tends to be

Sandy Balls
somewhat forgotten but the journey
there provides wonderful vistas across
the open countryside and you may
even get a glimpse of one of their
famous hares.
Sandy Balls offers a good base for
exploring such treasures as Beaulieu
and Bucklers Hard. Just the other side
of Southampton is Hamble, pretty
yachting centre that is always very
buzzy. Southampton also has a lot to
offer and a trip out into the spectacular
harbour area is popular, however do
check availability during these strange
times.
The New Forest has a very interesting
history and whilst there, ask at one of
their information centres about the
role of the Verderers. One species you
might come across as the light starts to
fade, are bats which can be found all
over the forest. Most of the species
living in the UK can be found here
including barbastelle bats. Also there
are both Fuzzacker Guided Walks and
the Wild New Forest and have
information nature walks covering
various topics.
One of my favourite places in the UK,
the New Forest is in easy reach of the
West Country either via Salisbury or
around Shaftesbury and across
Cranborne Chase with it expansive
views and intriguing historical
connections.
For more information go to
www.thenewforest.co.uk
Words and pictures © Godfrey Hall
Lunch at The Pig
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Sodoku for this month

Computer Corner by Adrian Arnold
Fine tuning your mobile

Advertisers and our papers
Whilst every care is taken to ensure accuracy, neither The
Leveller® nor the publisher can accept liability for loss, damage
or omission caused by error in the printing of an advert.
Adverts are accepted from advertisers on this understanding
and should not be placed if the advertiser does not accept this
agreement.
All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission
has been given for its use in this publication and the advertiser
has the right to use the material in our publication.
Adverts are accepted on the strict understanding that
descriptions of goods and services are both fair and accurate.
The advertiser is solely responsible for any unfair or
inaccurate descriptions of goods or services for sale.
The Leveller® accepts adverts in good faith and cannot be held
liable for miss-selling or inaccurate descriptions made by our
advertisers.

Quiz Question Quandary ????????
Your question for this month: The way rivers are measured is
not what you might call an exact science. There is still some
dispute as to whether the Nile or the Amazon is the longest.
But there is one region of the world where you could go to
see four of the twelve longest rivers in the world. Where is
that and what country is it in?
Last month we asked you another connection question. What
have Boris Johnson, Prime Minister of the UK, Arnold
Schwartzenegger, the former Governor of California, Julia
Gillard, the ex prime Minister of Australia and our very own
Marcus Fysh, MP for Yeovil,
Last month’s
all got in common?
Sodoku answer
The answer is they have all
been elected to high office
in a country other than the
one they were born in.
Boris Johnson was born in
New York, Governor
Schwartzenegger was born
in Austria, Australian PM
Gillard comes from Wales
and Marcus Fysh, Mp for
Yeovil was born in Australia.

Last month I promised to offer a few more tips on extending
the active life of your battery. Having got into the habit of
regularly charging your device and optimised the battery
settings, find out which are the power guzzlers. Go to
Settings and scroll down to Battery where you will be shown
which apps are using most power. This allows you to
consider whether your use of a particular app justifies its use.
For many people Facebook can be a major culprit. Do you
really want every Facebook video clip to start running every
time you scroll across it? It may also be downloading data in
the background which will also eat into your contracted data
allowance. Do you need location-based suggestions and real
time notifications? If not, go to Setting, scroll down to the
Facebook app, tap the arrow to the right and disable most of
these energy sappers. Most people will find little difference in
their use of Facebook. While you are in Settings try turning
your display to Dark instead of Light, this will also save a bit
of power and you may find it more restful on the eyes. I must
confess I did this for a week, didn’t like it and changed back to
the ‘light’ display.
Alongside a flat battery in the infuriation stakes are forgotten
passwords. Unless you use a single password for every
website – not a particularly wise idea – and that password is
“password” or “12345678” you will have experienced the
traumatic experience of re-resetting a password. Let’s be
clear about this, passwords are an essential defence against a
rising army of hackers, phishers and accomplished con artists.
For years we have been advised not to use our date of birth,
mother’s maiden name or part of a telephone number as a
password because these are easily decrypted. Unfortunately
more and more companies are insisting on a variety of
characters that must be included in a password. They often
have to be at least 12 characters long, include both upper and
lower case letters, numerals and symbols – but not
necessarily one of your choice – the company will give you
various approved symbols which must be included. We are
then left with such memorable passwords as £5%Wjnf8g4BG
– and, of course, we should have a different password for
each website. Here lies madness.
Happily there is an answer. Use a Password Manager like
Roboform, Dashlane or Last Pass. These programs will not
only create very strong passwords for you, they will also
remember them. These apps are as safe as electronic
communication can be for a reasonable price and you only
have to remember one memorable password – that for the
program itself. They will also fill in forms with your personal
details and even enter details of your credit cards if you set
the programs up to their full capacity. Just remember to open
the Password Manager first thing in the morning so that it is
working in the background ready to help you when needed.
Website of the month – Find a long-forgotten poem at
www.poemhunter.com or the full lyrics of a halfremembered song at www.lyrics.com .
App of the month - If you can name a dish, chances are
that there’s a recipe for it on BBC Good Food app. Most of
those listed have been culled
from the pages of the venerable
Good Food magazine.
If you have any request for
future articles or have a
computing problem,
feel free to contact me at
adrian.vetman@gmail.com
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The answer to the riddle
I imagine you don’t give your commonplace kitchen sieve
much thought. After all, it’s probably knocked up with some
cheap metal mesh (or worse still plastic) in China these days.
But the craft of making sieves and riddles is an ancient one and
some were still handmade in England right up until the 21st
century. The humble sieve or riddle has had loads of
applications over the years. From sifting soil in the garden,
baking in the kitchen, for sifting
glaze in the ceramics industry,
sieving green sand in foundries and
for fishermen seeking shellfish such
as cockles. Yet, for all that, the last
maker hung up his tools and retired
in 2013. An ancient craft had
become extinct.
Meanwhile Steve Overthrow was
working on vintage cars. He’d spent
nearly a decade at his trade when
the business he worked for
relocated away from Somerset. But
he wanted to work in a heritage industry. He’s a member of
the Heritage Craft Association who publish a red list of
extinct traditional crafts. When he saw sieve and riddle making
listed in 2017 he didn’t really know that much about it.
So he started to research it. As it happened Mike Turnock,
one of the last craftsmen in the trade, had retired to Bridport.
Mike gave him lots of hints and tips. With loads of background
information and some expert knowledge to draw on Steve
started training himself up and learning more about the history
of the craft.
Handcrafted sieves and riddles
In 2019 he started the business as a part-time enterprise to fit
around his day job. Then earlier this year he took the plunge
and moved into the Shakspeare Glass building in Langport and
set up shop.
So first things first, the difference between a sieve and a riddle!
A sieve has a pre-woven mesh – trapped between two pieces
of wood. By contrast a riddle is woven by hand. With one
piece of wood as the frame and every wire put in individually.
Of course the mesh in a sieve or riddle can vary considerably
from maybe 500 holes per linear inch, to holes that are one or
two inches wide.
Steve reckons that a conventional garden riddle takes around
two hours to make. And in the bigger items a lot of the work
is in the hand weaving of the wires. And of course this is a
craft, so all the models that Steve makes are bespoke and he
reckons to make around 250 variations on the theme. There
is, however, one underlying ethic behind Steve Overthrow’s
work. He tells me “every time I make the real thing, a riddle or
sieve made using natural or recyclable materials, it means a plastic
one doesn’t get sold. I’m really passionate about getting rid of
plastic, and cheap plastic at that. My main motivation is to build
really good quality products made in this country.”
For more information on Overthrow Traditional Sieve &
Riddle Makers take a look at their website
sievesandriddles.co.uk; email
sievesandriddles@outlook.
com; or phone 07564
478503. Handmade sieves
and riddles vary in price
from around £40 for a sixinch potting sieve up to
£135 for a 22-inch copper
riddle.
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Somerset Playing its Part
in De-Extinction by Andre Blacker
A recent report by the WWF has highlighted the UK as being
one of the most nature depleted countries in the world, more
than one in seven of our native species face extinction and
more than half are in decline. We are living through a
biodiversity emergency where sustaining and preserving what
wildlife we have left may no longer be enough. Nevertheless,
there are grounds for optimism, several of our ‘lost’ species
now find themselves the focus of programmes that aim to
reintroduce them back into the habitats where they once
thrived.
If the results of a YouGov poll conducted in January this year
are to be believed there are further grounds for optimism. It
seems that people in England overwhelmingly want to see
extinct wildlife returned to its rightful place in our
countryside. The poll revealed that a whopping 82% of us are
in favour reintroducing our long-lost species. Perhaps, not
surprisingly, most (79%) want to see the return of our lost
birds such as Dalmatian Pelicans and cranes but 64% wanted
to see the return of raptors like Goshawks, Ospreys and
White-tailed Eagles. Beavers seem very popular with 62% of us
wanting to see large scale reintroductions of this, admittedly,
very cute aquatic mammal. Remarkably large predators were
also popular candidates for reintroductions with four in ten of
those keen on reintroductions wanting to see Wolves and
Lynx returned to our countryside. Perhaps most surprising of
all was that, according to the YouGov poll, 24% of Brits and
30% of those supportive of reintroductions want to see the
return of the Brown Bear.
It may not be the Brown Bear, but the area of Somerset
covered by the Leveller has seen an ambitious project to
reintroduce the Common Crane. Between 2010 and 2014 a
project lead by the RSPB released 93 of these spectacular
birds on to West Sedgemoor. The released birds were
brought over from Germany as
eggs and many have now
formed pairs and have raised
their own young, the first
cranes to hatch in Somerset
for almost 400 years.
It now seems that these
remarkable birds are a
permanent fixture of the
Somerset landscape, but the
project did have a sad setback.
The YouGov poll did not say
whether the 18% of the
population that did not want to
see wildlife reintroductions
were strongly opposed or just
did not have a much of a view
one way or the other. Sadly, experience from Somerset
indicates that at least one person is violently opposed to
wildlife reintroductions. In 2016 one of the reintroduced
cranes, a female named ‘Swampy’, was shot dead near
Ilchester. This sickening act was doubly sad as Swampy was a
breeding female, Swampy was a mother. Hopefully if we can
learn from the setbacks as well as the successes more of us
will have the opportunity to glimpse our ‘lost wildlife’ and with
82% of us willing it to happen surely a brighter future for
nature is possible?
Andre Blacker is a local ecologist contactable at
moreliaecology@gmail.com
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Donate your Winter Fuel
Payment …
…..so Somerset’s elderly don’t have to choose between
heating and eating.
As we head into winter, many of us face an expensive – but
essential - bill for heating our homes, while hundreds of our
older neighbours here in Somerset are forced to choose
between heating and eating. The coronavirus outbreak means
that, for many older and vulnerable people, this winter will be
even more difficult and worrying. Many will need to stay at
home to keep themselves safe, and will find themselves cut off
from family and friends, facing higher costs to heat their
homes.
A shocking one in eight households in Somerset live in fuel
poverty. Thanks to the bright idea of one generous pensioner,
hundreds of older people in Somerset are being supported to
stay warm, safe and well every winter through Somerset
Community Foundation’s Surviving Winter campaign.
Surviving Winter encourages people who don’t need their
Winter Fuel Payment to donate some or all of it to help local
older people who are unable to afford to heat their homes.
Every year Surviving Winter helps around 500 elderly people
living in Somerset through the cold winter months, thanks to
generous local donors who, last year, donated over £100,000
to Surviving Winter.
Somerset Community Foundation (SCF) is taking part in The
Big Give, and online donations made to Surviving Winter
during the week-long Big Give Christmas Challenge - midday
Tuesday 1 December to midday Tuesday 8 December - will be
doubled. So, not only will your donation be worth twice as
much, but even more older and isolated people across the
county will get the support they need this winter.
If you would like to donate to Surviving Winter, visit
www.somersetcf.org.uk/winter or call SCF on: 01749 344949.
Sue Wheeler

Finders Keepers
M.A. Castle is entering her ninth decade on this planet and has
just published her first book. She lives in Frome, and therefore
having access to the excellent and renowned self-publishing
service of Silverwood just made the journey a bit easier.
The great thing about getting published today is that it is a lot
easier than it used to be. Writing classes, author seminars and
even reading groups provide fertile environments from which
to grow confidence, words, short stories and eventually a
novel. And self-publishers like Silverwood simply finish off the
experience.
In Keeper’s, M.A. Castle traces the story of a marriage through
the multi-layered landscapes of Soho, Suffolk, Finland and St
Petersburg. Work commitments, differing interests and just
the things that life throws at you pull the couple apart. Just
how can even the most idyllic
marriage survive the traumas of the
global village?
Keeper’s is published by Silverwood
Books
(www.silverwoodbooks.co.uk),
available online in paperback and
ebook formats from Foyles, Barnes
and Noble, Waterstones and
Amazon. ISBN 9781800420014
Editor’s note: please don’t buy books
from Amazon as other alternatives
are always available.
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Well another month has gone by and now we face
another lockdown. Heaven only knows what our
venues and hospitality businesses are meant to do.
Needless to say everything is now up in the air for
another month. Glance through our culture section
and you’ll see not everything is closed and more than a
few businesses in this arena are moving forward but
with fingers tightly crossed.
Once again we wish all our readers good health, stay
safe and follow government advice. We will be back
with a diary as soon as we have something to put in it!

Our
Community

And now Langport Gin too! by Guy Smith
Because of its remarkable biodiversity Higher Plot Farm is a Site of Special Scientific Interest. We have always dreamt of finding
a way to capture the essence of the beautiful ridge where we live and work so the idea of distilling some of the flora and herbs
that surround us was an obvious answer.
As wine makers, we know that great wine is made in the vineyard and because no two summers are the same, no two vintages
are exactly the same. We are always trying to capture the essence of the summer with our wine. And so naturally enough this
was how we approached making gin. During the summer of 2020 we collected herbs and flowers and sent them to be distilled
into spirits by friend and gin genius Paul Bowler. Some like Sweet Violet and Sheep’s Sorrel were easy to reject and truth be
told, some were actively unpleasant. Eventually from a list of nine trial distilates we came down to the four that most caught
our imagination and which seem to co-exist happily together- Meadow Sweet, Rosemary, Thyme and Laurel. These are our
Langport botanicals.
We’re lucky to have the support of various friends in the spirit
world! We were able to call on mentors to work on a London
Dry Gin botanical mix as a base, over which we could highlight Hestercombe gardens just outside Taunton at Cheddon
Fitzpaine will remain open during the latest lockdown.
our own distillates.
However, there will be some changes to the way that they
That starting point was a gin classic; a mix of Juniper,
operate during the lockdown: They will have to reduce the
coriander seed, lemon peel, angelica root, liquorice root
number of gardens admission slots available every day to
(which is also to be found on the farm) and orris root. We
ensure that the venue is able to provide a socially distanced
infuse these overnight with our own four chosen Langport
experience;
botanicals and distil the next morning. This is done in a
The Stables Café will be open but will become takeaway only;
professional distillery in Winchester as we don’t (yet) have a
Only pre-booked visitors to the gardens will be able to visit
still or licence and the idea of us applying heat to almost pure
the takeaway Café and Plant Centre;
alcohol is enough to strike fear
Hestercombe House will be closed until the restrictions are
into the heart of any insurer!
The trial still And the result….. is the unique
lifted and it can reopen safely
spirit of the English countryside. It Visitors to Hestercombe should follow the latest advice from
the Government. This means that ‘you must not leave or be
has fresh delicate meadow sweet
outside of your home except for specific reasons, including to
and juniper aromas complex
exercise outdoors or visit an outdoor public place – with the people
enough to marry with a great
you live with, with your support bubble, or, when on your own, with
vermouth in a dry Martini and
1 person from another household. Outdoor public spaces include
fresh enough to enliven and lift a
parks, beaches, countryside and public gardens, whether or not you
gin and tonic. Perfect with a
pay to enter them.’
garnish of Somerset Apple.
For more information (and please check here before your
visit) go to https://www.hestercombe.com/

Gardens to remain open
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The Rendezvous’
Learning Project by Faye Dimdore

Life goes on

Wells Festival of Literature were advised not to do it. Every
other festival seemed to be going virtual. It was the safest opIt is coming to Somerset and looking for Volunteer Tutors to tion, especially for a Festival run entirely by volunteers. And
give Young People a chance. Could that be you?
what about the speakers? Why would they travel all the way to
With funding from Somerset Community Foundation’s
Somerset when they could just as easily zoom their message
Coronavirus Response and Recovery Fund, The Rendezvous’ from the comfort of their own sofas?
learning project is coming to Yeovil, Somerset, providing free Well it’s true a few of them did select that option for selling
tutoring and accredited qualifications in English and Maths for their books - most of them because of age or illness. But the
young people age 14 -23. From January, anyone who has
vast majority entered into the spirit of the Festival and apmissed out at school, perhaps because of the events of the last peared live on the Wells stage, as much for their own benefit
year, will get another chance to get the Functional Skills
as that of the audience.
Qualification they need for college, apprenticeship, or a job.
“I watched as all my live appearances were cancelled, one after
The young person is paired with a volunteer tutor and they
another,” said Sophy Roberts, author of The Lost Pianos of
meet weekly online or in person moving at the Learner’s
Siberia. “But Wells stayed firm.” Sophy generously waived her fee
pace. Unlike school it’s an unpressured non-judgmental
in appreciation!
atmosphere that they work in. It's designed to take the
Eminent historian and broadcaster Michael Wood was equalanxiety out of learning Maths or English. When they are
ly appreciative “I felt I had hardly left the house for six months, and
ready, they sit their exam – not at a fixed day each year. They here I was in Somerset talking again to a genuine audience: alive,
gain hugely in confidence throughout the process and, with
responsive and enthusiastic. It was magnificent.”
their qualifications in place, can start to move onto the next
By the time it ended on Saturday 24 October, the Festival
steps in their lives.
some 40 speakers and interviewers had appeared live on stage,
Julie Bartle, the Learning Manager in Sherborne, says ‘It’s
with 11 electing to deliver virtually. Live speakers in 2020 inabout giving people a second chance or in some cases just a
cluded Iain Dale, Mya-Rose Craig (aka Birdgirl), Max Porter,
chance’. In the last year alone 25 young people gained a
Michael Eavis, Simon Armitage, Charles Moore, Rachel Clarke
qualification in Maths or English.
and Rachel Johnson.
Volunteers don’t have to have a teaching qualification to
Wells Festival Chairman Richard Manning could not have been
volunteer as a tutor. The Rendezvous are looking for people more pleased with the outcome. “The Festival is run by a band of
with a competent level of English or Maths, and a great deal of enthusiastic volunteers. We took a vote and decided to go ahead patience and kindness plus a desire to make a practical
working closely with the staff at our venue, Cedars Hall in Wells,
difference in someone’s life. Volunteers are CRB checked,
plus technicians, live-streaming experts and of course the health and
given safeguarding training, an induction and plenty of support safety guidelines. It has been a more challenging festival than the
from other practicing tutors including their own mentor.
last 27, but we don’t regret the decision which has been met with
To find out more about volunteering as a tutor for The
huge appreciation by our audiences. It also means we will be in a
Rendezvous Yeovil Learning
position to continue supporting local educational projects as we alProject, email on Learning@therendezvous.org.uk and
ways have done.”
visit https://www.therendezvous.org.uk/volunteer
It was a success with the audience too. In the end 2,000 people
attended in person at Cedars Hall, with 3,500 on line registrations to view via live streaming during the Festival. If you
missed the chance to catch anyone, do not despair as you can
continue to watch individual events from the website until the
Unfortunately, with the current pandemic restrictions,
end of November. Go to www.wellsfestivalofliterature.org.uk
Martock Guardians are no longer able to proceed with their
to
register and do consider a donation to help cover costs and
annual charity raffle or their concerts. They have undertaken
bring
excitement into Somerset’s local state schools.
to contact raffle ticket buyers and refund all costs.
2020
brought
an innovative hybrid Literature Festival to Wells.
If all goes well, they will hope to restart the concerts and the
What
might
2021
bring? Join the Friends of the Festival and
raffle in 2021.
keep an eye on the website to find out!

Martock Guardians
Concerts/Charity Raffle

Old Deanery Campaign fights on
The campaign to Save the Old Deanery goes from strength to
strength campaign. Their petition now has over 1500
signatures supporting the idea of buying the historic Grade 1
listed building to convert it to public use. Since our last article
on the campaign, Wells Diocese have said that they too are
keen on community participation and that “they have their own
ideas for community use of the building”.
Meanwhile the community’s plans continue to develop. They
currently include a nationally-important gallery space on the
first floor, restoring the Old Deanery’s unique 16th century
Turner Physic garden, with importantly, workshops and lowcost facilities for local people. This landmark co-development
could house a café and brasserie in partnership with a
renowned local restaurateur. And in turn, we would be
financially self sustaining.
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Save the Old Deanery CIC has now submitted an increased
bid to the Diocese to purchase the freehold
unconditionally. They are working in partnership with an
award-winning Bath-based property company, specialising in
repurposing historic buildings for mixed community and
commercial use.
Adrian I’Anson & Paddy O’Hagan, speaking as directors
of the Old Deanery CIC, said:" After the devastating social and
economic impact of COVID19, the Old Deanery is not just
important as a new tourist destination, but it will give a huge boost
to Wells businesses, create jobs and promote vibrant local
community activity of all kinds. We are more hopeful than ever
the expected sale will now involve the community.”
You can find out more about the campaign from their
website www.savetheolddeanery.co
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Help Henhayes
Many organisations that do good works for all sectors of the
community have found 2020 a tough year. Unable to raise
funds as they could in pre COVID 19 days, providing for their
regulars has been hard work.
With that in mind we offered to help the Henhayes Centre in
Crewkerne who needed a bit of publicity to let the Centre
users know that they are still going strong and still able to
offer hot meals. Henhayes is a charity that operates a day
centre for the elderly and disabled in the community. But the
meals on offer are for allcomers and give them a bit of extra
income to keep the centre open. We have had occasion to
enjoy their breakfast menu in the past and it always seems
very welcoming there.
There are three particular events they would like you to know
about:
Chef’s Special Lunch on Friday 20th November. 12noon for
meal to start at 12:30.
Fruit juice on arrival, Roast Pork with roast potatoes and
seasonal veg, followed by Eton Mess, tea/coffee & a chocolate.
Members £9.00 Non-members £10.50
Booking essential.
Big Breakfast on Saturday 21st November. (to coincide with
the Farmers Market)
Baps, teas/coffee & cake. Baps from £2.50. Pre-orders
welcome by email or phone up until the day before.

Castle celebrates
Last month the Castle Hotel celebrated 70 years of life under
the management of the Chapman family. To celebrate the
occasion Head Chef John Godfrey created a special menu
featuring the recreation of signature dishes of the most
illustrious chefs who have commanded Castle kitchens.
Although the
ethos of the hotel
has always been
to offer visitors a
warm welcome
and the sort of
personal
hospitality. The
sort of hospitality
that dies out with
the independent
hotel. The sort
that the large
chains that have taken over in so many town centres up and
down England simply fail to deliver.
But what has been special about the Castle (pictured), above
and beyond the service and comfort it offers allcomers, was
the reputation it gained for encouraging the careers of some
of Britain’s most talented chefs. When The Castle was given a
Michelin Star in the 1980s, it was almost unheard of for a
restaurant outside London to achieve such a feat.
So it only seemed fitting to remember those great chefs in
John Godfrey’s menu:
Chris Oakes, 1980s
Gary Rhodes, 1980s
Phil Vickery, 1990s
Richard Guest, 2000s
Liam Finnegan, 2010s
John Godfrey, present day
And our own congratulations and best wishes to the Chapman
family for giving our county town a landmark family run,
independent hotel that is still a joy to visit and eat at.
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Money to keep the lights off
It has been a long time coming, but last month emergency
funding was provided by the government for Somerset’s
theatres and arts venues. Local MP David Warburton had
been lobbying on behalf of Frome’s Cheese & Grain just a
week earlier when on 14 October the funding awards
were announced. Having been closed since March, The
Cheese & Grain were awarded just under £100,000. Will
that be enough? The injection of funds into venues that
have been forced to close for six months could be the
difference between survival or not.
The trading company, Frome Cheese & Grain Trading
Limited does not have to file full accounts so we cannot
say what the loss of turnover was. But the March 2019
accounts showed accumulated losses of £23,358. With
the ability to furlough staff throughout and a supportive
town council, at least £100,000 should give them a
fighting chance of making it to the other side. Whenever
that might happen to be.
Other Frome arts organisations also won sizeable awards
with £54,000 going to the excellent Black Swan gallery
while 23 Bath Street, formerly known as the
Wheatsheaves was granted £86,246. The venue runs
entertainment and live music and performances. It had
been given a complete transformation, new name and
logo in 2017. So lockdown was pretty much the last thing
they needed.
In South Somerset, The David Hall in South Petherton is
renowned nationally for its folk gigs. It had just started to
experiment with gigs again before the current lockdown arrived. They were awarded a grant of just over £50,000. There is also
an award of nearly £200,000 for the Trust that runs the County Museum in Taunton and the Rural Life Museum in Glastonbury.
Theatres too
Somerset’s theatres have had some help too. Delighted as we were to see that the Octagon in Yeovil was looked after, the fact
that it had the largest award, some £300,000 is disappointing. It may be commercially
successful, but puts on hardly any plays and the bill is usually artistically undemanding fare.
Sadly, the Swan Theatre round the corner, which puts on a decent range of theatrical
productions throughout the year, received nothing. The Swan is a registered charity, number
292763, and I’m pretty sure if readers felt like sending them a donation they would not object!
Other theatres that have taken the gamble of putting on plays and sometimes some quite
adventurous performances have been less generously treated. The excellent Brewhouse in
Taunton gets a grant of just under £200,000. They had managed to keep something going
rather than shut down completely, focusing on showing films of live events from happier times.
That of course will now be under threat in the new lockdown.
Strode Theatre which has had to mothball itself over the past few months has been awarded a
quarter of a million which should allow it to survive and see a way into the future beyond
COVID-19. They recognised that they could use the current lockdown to rebuild reserves and
create a more resilient and sustainable future for their theatre. Clearly with a sense of relief
they announced that the grant would ensure that, when they can open again in 2021, they’ll be
there once again with a full programme for the local community. There were other awards of
£66,700 to Burnham on Sea’s Princess Theatre, and the Creative Innovation Centre Taunton
was granted £77,345.

Carnival Promotion group asks for help
Closing down has been tough for theatres and venues.
They’ve had months without revenues or audiences. But
spare a thought for our various Somerset carnivals. They
have one major show a year and they’ve had to watch as all
their carnivals were cancelled for 2020. This is bound to hit
fund raising.
And that’s not all. The Leveller® was contacted by Carnivals
in Somerset Promotion Project, an organisation set up in
Yeovil to provide support to the carnivals. They promote
carnival not just as a tourist attraction, but providing
educational shows about the cultural origins and importance
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of this west country institution. Normally they would be out
and about with an education van promoting our local
carnivals, but this year with COVID 19 their activities have
had to be reigned in.
They are asking you for your support to help them to keep
going and keep promoting the cultural importance of our
carnivals. They have a shop with a range of informational
DVDs which you can buy, and by doing so, support their
activities in promoting carnival.
You can find out more about them at
https://www.cispp.org.uk/shop/

Culture and Events

77

Culture and events

The 1820 ‘Trial’ Of Queen
Caroline, “The People’s Queen”
by J B Seatrobe
Somerset Snippet SS8 November 2020 111020 770w
Two hundred years ago this month saw the climax of a royal
scandal that puts those of recent decades in the shade. When
the so-called ‘trial’ of Queen Caroline, wife of George IV,
reached its conclusion in November 1820, the people of
Somerset made their views known in no uncertain terms.
Princess Caroline of Brunswick was born in Germany in May
1768, and was seen from an early age as a potential Protestant
bride for George, Prince of Wales. George had an infamous
private life, even secretly marrying a widow, Mrs Fitzherbert,
in 1785. Severe financial difficulties in 1794 forced him to
agree to George III’s demand that he marry legitimately, to
produce an heir. The Prince was indifferent about the choice
of bride; when Caroline was introduced to him in April 1795,
just before their wedding, he turned away and asked for
brandy!
Shortly after the birth of their only child, Princess Charlotte,
the following January, the Prince prepared a will, naming Mrs
Fitzherbert as his only true wife and left “to her who is call'd
the Princess of Wales” one shilling. Not surprisingly, they
soon separated.
Caroline’s own private life, especially during her foreign
travels, was not unblemished and George, who became Regent
in 1811, employed spies to secretly gather evidence for a
divorce. Advised that a divorce through the ecclesiastical
courts would be too risky, given his own conduct, he sought
one by Act of Parliament shortly after he became King in
January 1820.
Caroline returned to Britain to assert her right to be Queen,
but a Bill of Pains and Penalties to enact a divorce and deprive
Caroline of her title was introduced in the
House of Lords in August 1820. The Lords
proceedings on the Bill became known as her
‘Trial’ and her personal attendance further
increased the public and press support for
her. When on November 10 it won its
Third Reading by only 9 votes, the Prime
Minister, Lord Liverpool, announced that the
Bill would be dropped. The ‘Trial’ was over.
Most of Somerset was sympathetic to the
Queen. Ilchester people, at a public meeting
in July, and later in an address to her,
declared their ”deep-rooted abhorrence of
the attempts to vilify and traduce” her.
Similarly, a well-supported address to her
from Taunton in mid-September asked her
“to accept the assurance of our highest veneration for your
personal virtues, and of our zealous and unalterable devotion
to your service.”
Local newspapers reported at length on the public’s reaction
to the Queen’s victory, including parades; illumination and
garlanding of buildings; fireworks, church bellringing and public
dinners. In Taunton it was reported that “seldom, if ever, has
so universal a satisfaction been witnessed as that displayed on
this occasion”, and, in Frome, the day-long “demonstrations of
joy have not been exceeded on any occasion”.
There was, however, some dissent. In Wrington, “enemies of
the Queen” stole the bell ropes from the church to stop the
celebratory ringing, though new ones were obtained and
ringing resumed. The Taunton authorities failed to prevent a
pro-Caroline public meeting on November 27, though others
in the town drafted a loyal address to the King hoping that the
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central government would “frustrate and
defeat the wicked projects and traitorous
designs of that revolutionary faction, which
has been so long anxious to prostrate the
monarchy at the feet of a turbulent
democracy.” Glastonbury Corporation’s
Minutes record sustained but unsuccessful
efforts to prevent it from sending formal
congratulations to Caroline.
In early 1821, many Somerset communities,
including Shepton Mallet, Bath, Bridgwater,
Taunton and Ilchester petitioned Parliament
to have the Queen’s name restored to the
Anglican prayers for the Royal Family, which
the King had removed on his accession.
However, by then there was a reaction
against Caroline, and some places such as Bath in early
February sent the King their pledges of loyalty and support.
When, on February 1, the House of Commons was debating a
substantial grant to the Queen, the Somerset Tory MP, Sir
Thomas Lethbridge, declared that he believed in the Queen’s
guilt, and opposed funding for the “continuance of … a
national disgrace.” This provoked a vehement pamphlet from
his opponents in Taunton, declaring the shame that the
majority of people in Somerset felt in having him as their MP.
Caroline’s sad life ended shortly after she was refused entry to
the new King’s Coronation service on July 20. She became
critically ill and died the following month, still garnering public
sympathy from areas like Somerset. As the Taunton Courier
noted on August 15, “the sentiment of sorrow which this
announcement excited was as universal as it was profound.”
© JB Seatrobe (Barry K Winetrobe & Janet Seaton) 2020
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Walters Words of
Wisdom
Walter Bagehot was of course a banker. And
that may have influenced his view of the
politics of money. But with the Autumn
Budget well and truly cancelled, I wonder
what Walter would have thought about
that. And when Walter says the Chancellor
“must arrange his finances so as not to intensify panics”, how he
would judge the rolling series of announcement that have
become the modus operandi of the current inhabitant of
Number 11? This is what he had to say about the Chancellor
in his day…..
Role Of The Chancellor
On the whole, therefore, the position of the Chancellor of the
Exchequer in our Money Market is that of one who deposits largely
in it, who created it, and who demoralised it. He cannot, therefore,
banish it from his thoughts, or decline responsibility for it. He must
arrange his finances so as not to intensify panics, but to mitigate
them. He must aid the Bank of England in the discharge of its
duties; he must not impede or prevent it.
His aid may be most efficient. He is, on finance, the natural
exponent of the public opinion of England. And it is by that opinion
that we wish the Bank of England to be guided. Under a natural
system of banking we should have relied on self-interest, but the
State prevented that; we now rely on opinion instead; the public
approval is a reward, its disapproval a severe penalty, on the Bank
directors; and of these it is most important that the finance minister
should be a sound and felicitous exponent. [Lombard Street, 1873]
More information on Walter can be found at
https://sites.google.com/site/walterbagehotlangport/
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