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In Somerset too
The nearly invisible minorities that still face unequal treatment
Black Lives Matter (BLM) protests happened in Somerset
just as elsewhere in the country. There were people of all
ethnicities prepared to stand up and make the issue live
and relevant in our county. Protests were organised in
Bridgwater and Shepton Mallet among other places. The
problem is that around these parts it can all look like
someone else’s issue.
There are not many minorities in Somerset. When we
look around at our business leaders, councillors and
public servants the absence of faces from the Black and
Bittern at Westhay Nature Reserve. Photo credit Jamie Hall
Minority Ethnic (BAME) communities at the top of these
Article inside - see p62
organisations stands out. It is easy to justify this to
ourselves, they areafter all, a small proportion of the Somerset population. But they are still underrepresented.
Let’s put some facts behind that. The BAME population of Somerset was estimated at 10,717 in 2011, representing 2% of
Somerset's overall population, well below the national average of 14%. But there are areas where the BAME community is very
much over-represented in Somerset. And that is not something to be proud of.
In Somerset a person from a black background is 32.8 times more likely to be stopped and searched by the Police (see page 21)
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Letters to the editor
Dear Andrew
Just a line of appreciation for reminding us of Exercise Cygnus
in 2016. Another example of how The Leveller® keeps its
readers better informed than many (most?) of those whose
news is restricted to the national press and TV.
I seem to remember also that Theresa May declined to follow
the advice of her experts and lay in stocks of the essentials
required to manage a potential pandemic: on the grounds of
cost. Was it 2017?
Kind regards
Les Farris
Hinton St George
Dear Editor
I was interested in Helen Walker's letter (15th June issue)
about TV licence scams. Twice I have received emails telling
me that the monthly direct debit payment for my TV licence is
in arrears, and that my licence is no longer valid. Strange, since
I've never paid monthly, and, being over 75, I don't pay
anyway!
Anyone receiving such emails should never reply, nor click on
any links. Just delete it at once.
Geoff Chapman
West Camel
Dear Andrew and team,
I read with interest your article about the centre of Somerset
being free from ash dieback disease. As I live in Langport
which featured on your map as the middle of this disease free
area, I was especially interested. Unfortunately I can tell you
that this scourge is now here. The two 'sentinel' ash trees in
St. Mary's Park which borders both Langport and Huish
Episcopi, are clearly diseased, as is at least one of their
neighbours.
Sincerely,
Sharon Jacksties

Write to us
If you’d like to share your view on the topics raised in The
Leveller® or any other Somerset matter, write to us at
Leveller Publishing Group, Great Western House, Westover,
Langport, TA10 9RB
However please note although we may withold your name, we
will not publish material received anonymously.
We read all correspondence sent to us by readers whether
we publish it or not.

Next issue dates: Copy deadline 29th July Publication date 15th August
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Letters to the Editor

Following our piece on run off in the
March edition of The Leveller, we were
interested to receive this letter about a
proposed expansion to an Anaerobic
Digestor facility at Frogmary Green, South
Petherton:
Dear Editor
Any application to increase the capacity
of the current biodigestor should be
looked at with care.
There are social, ecological and
environmental issues that become
increasingly important, as the scale of
this operation already shows.
The countryside in the South Petherton
area has been characterised in the past
by mixed arable agriculture with some
livestock and apple orchards in
relatively small fields bounded by
hedges and criss-crossed by small roads
and streams.
The increase in the area grown to
maize since the biodigester was
commissioned in South Petherton has
been great and crops are now being
hauled in from a considerable distance.
The rent paid to farmers to use their
land is far higher than for other arable
uses and consequently even relatively
small fields are being sown to maize in
an effort to feed the requirements of
the system and consequently distorting
the local agricultural economy. Any
increase in the size of the digestor will
add to the demand for maize and result
in maize becoming a yet more
dominant crop locally. (Mr Bragg has
written to tell me that this is not the
intention, but I am rather unconvinced).
With a large area of potatoes and
beetroot already grown in the area this
is a concern as all have a high demand
for nitrogenous fertiliser and sprays
(weed and in the caste of potatoes,
fungicides) and both have a very large
requirement for oversize tractors and
equipment to prepare and harvest the
crops often late in the year.
The effects of the ‘manipulation’ of the
soil - ridging, stone and clod removal in
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the seed-bed preparation for potatoes
and the harvesting machinery and
eventual haulage of the crops, puts big
heavy tractors and machinery onto the
ground. This creates long term
problems for the soil structure,
especially if these operations have to be
performed when the weather
conditions are not ideal, in spring and
autumn. The result of such operations
being carried out, particularly in a wet
autumn is a great deal of soil damage,
both visible and hidden. This, along with
the fact that those fields are bare in
winter, leads to less water penetration
into the soil, increased risk of soil
erosion, more run off onto roads,
ditches and streams and results in
added flood risk elsewhere. Having
greater numbers of bare fields in winter
will exaggerate this. With a large
requirement for fertiliser and sprays
any run off in spring and summer will
include a large pollutant load. There
seems to be little current effort to
leave reasonable field margins to
mitigate any of these issues, or provide
any wildlife balancing measures.
The large machinery and big trailers are
now too big (in weight and width
terms) for the local lanes and the road
surfaces are becoming progressively
more damaged more quickly as a result
of this traffic. They can, as we can all
attest, also be a considerable danger to
other road users.
Maize is notoriously deep rooted,
which one might imagine helps mitigate
some of these issues, but it is also
environmentally desert-like, offering
very little habitat for anything except
badgers perhaps when it is in cob.
All of these negative issues will have no
impact on the shareholders of the
biodigestor business, a business which
receives large government subsidy. The
soils that the maize will be grown on is
often not theirs but rented. The flood
risks are the concerns of house and
property owners downstream and their

insurers. The run off pollution in the
rivers a problem for the NRA. The
road damage is passed onto the
Councils and County Council to mend.
Any environmental and ecological
damage passed onto all our kids.
So, whilst the government encourages
(in my view) a much too simple greenpower agenda and large commercial
concerns ‘milk’ this economically it is
up to our elected representatives to
weigh up the potential gains and losses
for their local electorate and the wider
environment.
Yours sincerely
Chris Ireland-Jones
Finally The Leveller® offers a right of reply
to our articles. For no other reason than to
give you the chance to hear both sides of
an issue. Following our editorial last month,
Cllr John Clark a member of SSDC’s
cabinet wrote to us to ask to respond to
our editorial. Whilst of course we do not
agree with what he has to say, we were
happy to offer him a response.
Dear Editor,
I must correct some
wrong impressions that may be left
with readers of your article
'Obfuscation and the dark arts'
concerning South Somerset District
Council's commercial investment
programme, both before the current
pandemic and as a consequence of it.
I would like to reassure your readers
of the underlying health of these
investments, and draw their attention
to a comprehensive and
transparent report on them, which was
presented to the District Executive
meeting on June 4th. (District
Executive meetings are public meetings
and as they are currently conducted on
zoom, they are particularly easy for the
public and journalists to observe.)
If we look first at the investment
programme before the pandemic, your
article refers to "misguided

Letters to the Editor
investment policies that commenced
three years ago": The commercial investment
programme was made necessary in
order not to cut vital public services in
the face of huge government cuts to
local government funding
The Council put in place a robust
management of risk of the investments,
recruiting experts in the property field,
who made sure that risk was controlled
through investment size;
individual tenant strength; pessimistic
assumptions concerning ends of leases;
setting up a separate general risk
provision (see below); and
maintaining portfolio balance between
industrial, office, retail, green and other
investments
Targets of acquiring assets and of gross
and net return were set to give the
required protection to core services,
and these have all been met
or bettered, as readers can
see from the latest public report on the
investments at page 233
of https://bit.ly/3eFb2pL
You point to a financial statement made
soon after the outbreak of the
pandemic, which refers to a
possible shortfall of £1.9m from
commercial investments in the next
financial year. Of course

literally nobody expected this
pandemic, so it would be unsurprising if
the best laid plans were upset by it:
however I can again give reassurance
that due to a prudent approach to the
risk that is inherent in acquisitions, the
commercial investment programme is
robust enough to remain successful: This financial estimate was made before
a detailed analysis could be made of
how the pandemic was likely to
hit asset values and income from them.
As much of this detailed work had
been done, it was verbally reported to
the District Executive at the June 4th
meeting that rent collections for the
first quarter were likely to be 100%;
rent collections for the second quarter
over 60% had already confirmed by
June 4th they could pay on time: and of
the remainder, very few tenants were
at risk of bad debts or of early break of
their leases.
A general market risk provision is set
aside at each and every acquisition, and
this risk 'pot' now stands at
around £6m, which is predicted to be
sufficient to cover any temporary or
permanent losses due to the pandemic.
(Obviously the Council would not want
to have to spend this risk provision, but
it is there for this purpose.)

We cannot absolutely predict the
future, but our expert team will
continue to work with tenants to help
them get through the difficult time,
and to increase or protect our asset
values
The other programme that this
forward-looking Council put in place to
protect core services was the digital
transformation of its delivery of
services. You rightly say that the 201920 accounts will prove whether and to
what extent the transformation
targets have been achieved, but
SSDC transparently reports its finances
at each quarter, so the progress against
the transformation targets is expected
to be good.
I hope that these publicly available facts
will correct any impression of lack of
transparency of the commercial
investment and the transformation
programme of South Somerset District
Council , and will confirm that the
programmes are achieving their aims of
saving essential services for the
residents and businesses of the district,
despite savage government cuts.
Yours sincerely
Cllr John Clark
Portfolio holder for Economic
Development and Commercial
Investments
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Public Information

Citizens Advice
In a joint statement from Citizens Advice Mendip,
Sedgemoor, West Somerset, Taunton and South
Somerset have responded to the Public Health
guidance on Coronavirus.
“We are very aware that over 50% of Citizens Advice in Somerset
clients have health conditions and/or disabilities. Between our 5
organisations we helped over 20,000 clients last year. For this
reason we must exercise extreme care in minimising the risk of
infection for our clients and for our staff and volunteers.
We have taken the difficult decision to close our face to face
services (including outreach) whilst also increasing capacity on our
phones and email services. Please be assured that this decision has
not been taken lightly.
The advice by phone service in Somerset is very well established and
part of our general offer. All our systems are in place for a team
of home based and office based advisers.
Clients can visit our respective websites for full details of their
options or clients can call Adviceline: 03444 889 623”
Each local Citizens Advice centre will appoint a daily lead
responsible for dealing with clients in crisis and we will continue to
make the Local Assistance Scheme available to those in crisis (Fuel,
food, essential items). We will maintain close contact with local
foodbanks and work with them to address any challenges as they
arise.
Websites
Mendip: www.citizensadvicemendip.org.uk/
Sedgemoor: www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/sedgemoor/
Taunton: https://citizensadvicetaunton.org.uk/
West Somerset: www.westsomersetadvice.org.uk/
South Somerset: www.citizensadvicesouthsomerset.org.uk/

Sky Diary by Paul Adamson
Moon Phases
New Moon 20th July
First Quarter 27th July
Full 3rd August
Last quarter 11th August
Planets
After Jupiter reached
opposition on the 14th of July
now Saturn reaches
opposition on the 20th and so
both Planets are bright and on
view all night long although
both low in the South, Mars is
rising earlier from the East,
before Midnight during
August and Venus rises in the
early morning hours in the
same direction appearing very
bright.
Constellation
Jupiter and Saturn are in the
Constellation of Sagittarius
this month a constellation
that looks like a teapot with
spout and what appears to be
steam coming from it!! This
steam is in fact formed from
clouds of millions of Stars
because this is the direction

towards the centre of our
Milky Way galaxy.
Celestial Events
The annual Perseid meteor
shower lasts from the 16th of
July until August 23rd and
peaks on the night August
12th/13th but many meteors
could be seen either side of
this date so on any clear night
its always worth keeping
watch.

http://www.somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk/
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The Somerset Day
15th July
Sunrise 5.15 am
Sunset 9.18 pm
15th August
Sunrise 5.59 am
Sunset 8.30 pm

Markets
by Hattie Bowler
Here once again is our small
directory of markets with the
where and when they are held.
And if you’d like us to add one that
you are aware of that we’ve missed out - please do get in
touch. At the time of writing all these markets were going
ahead as usual. Obviously be aware that may change, but for
now food outlets are allowed to continue selling as before.
But please observe the social distancing advice as far as
possible.
Barrington Producers Market: Village Hall, 4th Saturday of the
month 10am - 12 noon.
Bridgwater Castle Market: Fore Street Friday 9am-2pm
Castle Cary Market: Market Place, Tuesday 8.30am-2.00pm
Churchinford Village Market, Village Hall, 1st Saturday of the
month 10am-12noon
Drayton Market: Village Hall, 3rd Saturday of the month,
10am-12 noon
Frome Independent. High Street 1st Sunday March-December
Glastonbury Country Market:: Town Hall, Tues 9am-12.30pm
Glastonbury Farmers Market: Market Cross 4th Saturday of
the month 9am - 2pm
Hatch Beauchamp Produce Market: Village Hall 2nd Saturday
morning of the month
Ilminster - Market Square every Thursday 8am-2pm
Langport produce market: Town Square, last Friday of the
month 10.0am to 2pm
Langport Country Market: All Saints Hall, Thursday 9.0011.00am
Langport Vintage Market: Town Square 10.00am-4,00pm 2nd
Saturday
Martock Farmers Market: 2nd Saturday 10am - 1pm North St.
North Curry: Village Hall, Greenway. 9.30am – 11.30am
monthly market on the first Saturday each month.
Shepton Mallet High Street. Sunday 10am-3pm
Somerton Country Market: Unicorn Skittle Alley, Saturday
9.00-12.00
Somerton Market, Market Square first Friday of the month
10.00am-12.30 pm
Street Country Market: United Reform Church Thursday
9.00-12.00
Street Market: High St/Farm Rd Thursday 9am - 4pm
Taunton Farmers Market: High Street, Thursdays 9am -3pm
Taunton “Pannier” Market, food and produce: High Street,
Fridays 9am-4.30pm
Taunton Craft Market: High Street, Saturday 9am-4.30pm
Wellington Farmers Market, High Street, alternate Saturdays
9-12.00noon
Wells Market, Market Place Wednesdays and Saturdays 9am4.00pm
Yeovil Market: Lower Middle Street, Tuesday, Friday 9am-3pm

Public Notices

Council meetings - or not
Nearly all councils have now cancelled regular meetings in the
light of government advice on dealing with the Covid 19 virus.
Which leaves the question, how do I get in touch with my
council. Most council staff are still on duty, but working from
home so in nearly all cases you should be able to contact the
council.
All councils are advising the public not to visit their offices
unless absolutely essential.
This month once again, rather than details of meetings, we’ve
posted contact details for the main councils in our area.
Town Councils
Bridgwater Town Council 01278 427692
Bruton Town Council 01749 813014
townclerk@brutontowncouncil.gov.uk
Burnham on Sea & Highbridge Town Council 01278 788088
townclerk@burnham-highbridge-tc.gov.uk
Castle Carey Town Council (01963) 359631
town.clerk@castle-cary.co.uk
Chard Town Council 01460 239567
Crewkerne Town Council 01460 74001
Frome Town Council
Glastonbury Town Council 01458 831769
office@glastonbury.gov.uk
Ilminster Town Council 01460 52149
town.council@ilminster.gov.uk
Langport Town Council 01458 259700 office@langport.life

Martock Town Council 01935 822891 or 07506 286382
clerk@martock-pc.gov.uk
Minehead Town Council 01643 707213
info@mineheadtowncouncil.co.uk
Shepton Mallet Town Council 01749 343984
Somerton Town Council 01458 272236
town.clerk@somertontowncouncil.gov.uk
Street Parish Council 01458 440588
Watchet Town Council 01984 633344
townclerk@watchettowncouncil.org
Wellington Town Council 01823 662855
info@wellingtontowncouncil.co.uk
Wells City Council 01749 673091 townclerk@wells.gov.uk
Wincanton Town Council 01963 31693
info@wincantontowncouncil.co.uk
Yeovil Town Council 01935 382424 ytc@yeovil.gov.uk
District and County Councils contact details are as
follows:
To contact all our districts and county councils for anything
to do with COVID 19: 0300 790 6275
For other matters:
Mendip: 0300 303 8588
South Somerset: 01935 462462
Sedgemoor: 0300 303 7800
Somerset West & Taunton: 0300 304 8000
Somerset County Council: 0300 123 2224

NOTIFICATION OF INTENTION TO PREPARE AN
ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT
(Regulation 6 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Land Drainage Improvement
Works (Amended) Regulations 1999 SI 1999/1783
River Sowy and King’s Sedgemoor Drain Enhancements Scheme - Phase 1
The Environment Agency gives notice that it proposes (on behalf of the Somerset Rivers Authority) to carry out improvement
works to the flood defences on the River Sowy and King’s Sedgemoor Drain. The scheme is located in the Somerset Levels and
Moors, Bridgwater, between Parchey Bridge, Chedzoy (NGR ST 35220 37719) and Monk’s Leaze Clyce Sluice, Langport (NGR
ST 40939 27604), a distance of 14 kilometres. The proposed improvement works will involve the following: improving the
existing flood banks by raising the bank to a consistent flood defence level along sections of the water course and creating a
number of different ecological enhancements along the water course. Outfall structures will be modified as required to
accommodate the new design level.
Sedgemoor District Council have determined that the proposed development is permitted development under Schedule 2, Part
13, Class D Parts D.1. (b) and (f) of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015
(as amended) and does not require planning permission.
Furthermore, the works are likely to constitute Environmental Impact Assessment development under The Town and County
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011 (as amended), they are to be carried out by a ‘drainage body’
(the Environment Agency) as defined in the Land Drainage Act 1991 (as amended) and the works are considered to meet the
definition of ‘improvement works’ as defined in Environmental Impact Assessment (Land Drainage Improvement Works)
Regulations 1999.
As such, the Environment Agency is undertaking an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and is producing an Environmental
Statement (ES) to determine whether the works are likely to have significant effects on the environment. This ES will be
published, advertised and made available for inspection in due course. An EIA scoping report for this proposed scheme has
already been produced and can be made available upon request, using the contact details below.
Once produced, the Environmental Statement, General Arrangement and design elements will be made available. For further
information regarding the projects intent to prepare an Environmental Statement for this scheme, please email
sowy.ksd@environment-agency.gov.uk. When the Environmental Statement is produced an advert will be published
notifying when and where it can be accessed online. A physical copy of the Environmental Statement upon request can also be
obtained.
This notice is to inform the public of the need for a determination of whether the improvement works should proceed. Any
person wishing to make representations in relation to the likely environmental effects of the proposed improvement works
should do so, in writing, to the address specified below, within 30 days of the date of publication of this notice.
Gary Cutts
Lead Project Manager
Environment Agency, Manley House, Kestrel Way, Exeter, Devon, EX2 7LQ
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Local news - Langport, Somerton and villages

A Painful Election
The process of having to co-opt a councillor is never ideal.
You hope against hope that when there is a vacancy on your
council enough people will call for an election. More to the
point, you hope that candidates will then come forward for an
election.
If there is no election, the choice of a new councillor falls to
the existing councillors. The fact that the council will be going
to co-opt is publicised and if candidates come forward, they
are asked to present their credentials to the councillors who
then choose.
So if you are going to co-opt, it is better to have more than
one candidate to choose from. Langport Town Council found
themselves in just that position last month. Three candidates;
one position to fill. The three candidates were Jill Loader, Rob
Crumb (who is also a parish councillor on Huish Episcopi
Parish Council) and Helen Sheerman.
Harsh process
Normally this decision would be taken by secret ballot. Each
councillor writing down the name of their choice and handing
it to the clerk who then tots up the number and declares a
winner. But these are not normal times.
With the decision having to be taken at a meeting held by
video conferencing software, the best the town council could
do was have a very public vote. Each candidate had their name
read out followed by a show of hands for that councillor.
It was very raw, and a lot of councillors felt uncomfortable.
Chair Val Saunders declared she wouldn’t vote unless a
Chair’s casting vote was necessary (it wasn’t). And Cllr
Caroline Dunn declared she would draw a name from a hat to
make her choice.
The decision was made and new councillor Helen Sheerman
now joins the Town Council. I’m not going to add to
everyone’s discomfort by recording the votes for each
candidate. AL

Avalon chips in by the editor
We tend to read about all the large companies in consumer
products who helped out during the COVID 19 crisis, but
that’s far from the whole picture. Somerton based Avalon
Sciences Ltd, is a specialist design and engineering company
working in the oil services sector. Since they were founded in
1987 by Gary Tubridy (who still runs the business) they’ve
grown an international reputation with products in use around
the globe.
The company recently invested in an industrial 3D printer to
assist in prototyping and small-scale manufacturing at the
company’s head office in Somerton. And they have some state
of the art programable machine tools (lathes and mills etc) in
the workshop. They may not be a household name but they
are a big local employer and as soon as the COVID 19 crisis
hit they diverted their manufacturing and design capabilities to
help the NHS and healthcare providers.
The company used their 3D printers and workshop tools to
design and produce visors and door openers. These have been
donated to local Healthcare providers, nursing teams and
medical practices. Then through a local community care
group, they were able to donate more visors to local carers,
local businesses, carers in the criminal justice system and many
others.
And to help them with their work, they received a donation
from Admiral Insurance as a contribution towards the material
costs.
So a great team effort leading to more supplies to see the
NHS through a moment of crisis.
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Local News - Langport, Somerton and villages

Changing Guard – but not at
Buckingham Palace
After more than six years at the helm of the communityowned OurSHOP at Hinton St George, Jillian Fawcett retired
on Saturday 13th June. Community shops have become the life
blood of many Somerset villages. Many opened as a result of
the closure of the last privately run shop in the community.
Today you can find them in Middlezoy, Kingsbury Episcopi,
Seavington, Kingston, Spaxton, Draycott to name but a few.
Triumph in adversity
They are a matter of pride in their communities and during the
COVID 19 pandemic have suddenly shone a light on the
importance of having a local shop. During the pandemic, the
Hinton St George shop closed to customers to protect staff
and volunteers, but an online ordering system was instituted
over the course of a single weekend, complete with a home
delivery service. In spite of the inescapable problems, including
reduced hours of trading, turnover has been high during the
crisis and the village and local area has rarely gone short of
anything.
From strength to strength
So no surprise to learn that under Jillian's management the
shop has grown in popularity. It started to become a
destination for many from around the area. In hard cash terms,
the turnover has increased by more than 50%. And the icing
on the cake is that OurSHOP has twice been a finalist in the
annual Plunkett Foundation Award which recognises
excellence in community-owned shops around the country.
Given the current circumstances it was not possible to hold a
party to mark Jillian's departure. Instead, more than 200
people, appropriately distanced, turned up outside OurSHOP
on Saturday to give Jillian a suitable send-off with a
presentation, many bunches of flowers and an enthusiastic
'Village Clap'. It made a wonderful picture.

Speed Watch to Return
The Huish Episcopi Community Speed Watch had been
operating throughout Huish Episcopi village since February
2019. In March, inevitably, work had to be suspended as a
result of the introduction of Covid 19 social distancing rules.
However in the intervening time, their efforts had appeared to
deliver real results. It saw a reduction in the number of
speeding motorists recorded by the team from 3.5% to 1.8%.
Which as Keith Peto (who leads the group) put it “we feel is a
significant and worthwhile result.”
Motorists who speed through residential neighbourhoods are
very often unaware of the impact their actions have on local
residents, or the danger they pose to other road users and
pedestrians. The average speed of "speeders" over the year to
March was has been 41.8mph, with 8 drivers over 60mph in 30
limits. This is something Mr Peto is determined to address “We
want motorists to know that Huish Episcopi is an area where
Community Speed Watch operates and speeding through our village
will not be tolerated.”
The Speed Watch team averaged two watches of one hour
each, per week during the year until suspension. They often
work alongside Avon & Somerset Police. They would like to
increase their sessions significantly and want your help. It isn't
a huge commitment (one-hour watches) and the more
members they have. the better able they are to be an effective
deterrent. They expect to be getting the go ahead from the
Police to resume their work very soon. If you are interested in
taking part or would like more information about joining,
please contact cllrkeithpeto@huishepiscopi.org.uk
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Markets, markets everywhere
There has been no market in Langport town square since
lockdown. But the June Town Council meeting heard that
plans are in place. One stall holder is already returning on
Fridays and has asked permission to also open up on Saturday
as well. This led councillors to think about the potential for
having two markets in Langport, one on Friday and one on
Saturday. Cllr Caroline Dunn observed that “we shouldn’t be
turning trade away but mustn’t allow these markets to clash with
the Vintage Market”.
The consensus of councillors seemed to be that more people
in the town centre would be good for business all round.
However Langport already has a Vintage Market – or at least
it does when normality returns. And there’s a produce
market at All Saints Hall on a Thursday and then next door in
Huish Episcopi there’s the Elderflowers Food Co-operative
market.
Limit to markets?
Which begs the question, can you simply have as many
markets as you like in your town? Didn’t the old market
charters stipulate one day to be market day? We checked
with the South Somerset District Council (SSDC) team and
their reply was quite literally: “it’s complicated”. They are not
wrong! They reminded us that “Parish (and Town) Councils have
power under the Food Act 1984 to establish markets within their
area or may acquire an existing market. They may also provide a
market place or other buildings for the purpose.” So that’s alright
then? Not completely. The SSDC team remind us that there
are constraints “through bylaws or conditions on the licence (to
hold a market) and the common law applies too. A trader has a
common law right to earn a living, and generally a market is
entitled to be protected against ‘disturbance’ by a rival market
being held within a few miles of it, and the establishment of a rival
market on the same day may be subject to a legal challenge.” All
worth thinking about, especially as Somerton also has a
market on Friday and is just four miles away.

Somerton Library
A Path Towards Reopening by Jeremy Greenop
You may have read about the plans to reopen Somerset
libraries in July? Somerset County Council (SCC) is planning a
phased approach, with the focus initially being on the five
larger libraries: Bridgwater, Frome, Minehead, Taunton and
Yeovil. Smaller SCC-managed libraries will open when the
necessary safety measures have been reviewed and are in
place. Somerton Library, will be supported by SCC but we
must ensure the safety of the volunteers some of whom may
be in the vulnerable categories defined by the government.
All plans are based on government guidelines, legislation and
library-associated constraints that applied when this article
was written at the end of June. The 2 meter social distancing
rule will remain the standard for the everyone.
Initially, browsing books in the Library will not be possible
because of public health concerns about handling books.
The core provision will be a ‘request and collect’ service
(details of the process will be developed and advertised) with
controlled customer access to the Library. All returned
books will be quarantined for 72 hours before they are
processed and made available.
Somerton Library expects to offer limited access to the
‘People’s Network’ (Internet) computers. At first this is likely
to be for pre-booked, time limited slots.
When the details of the ‘new operating model’ for Somerton
Library are better defined, the information will be advertised
locally.
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Not Live in Chard

Farewell Park School

Everyone has had to get used to a ‘new normal’ of late. Local
authorities have been holding virtual meetings instead of fullon 'in the flesh’ ones. This was permitted by some emergency
legislation hurried through in March. Clause 78 of the
Coronavirus Act 2020 covers the fact that local authorities
have legal authority to change the way they do things.
However, sub clause 2 of section 78 provides that “The
provision which may be made by virtue of subsection (1)(d) includes
in particular provision for persons to attend, speak at, vote in, or
otherwise participate in, local authority meetings without all of the
persons, or without any of the persons, being together in the same
place.” In other words, even if you can’t be there in the flesh,
public participation remains paramount. Lawyers in Local
Government (LLG) issued the following advice back in March:
“If the Chair is made aware that the meeting is not accessible to
the public through remote means, due to any technological or other
failure of provision, then the Chair shall adjourn the meeting
immediately. If the provision of access through remote means
cannot be restored within a reasonable period, then the remaining
business will be considered at a time and date fixed by the Chair. If
he or she does not fix a date, the remaining business will be
considered at the next ordinary meeting.”
No live broadcast
So, when Chard Town Council decided that their meeting on
15 June would not be ‘live cast’ but recorded and put online
the next day, there was something of an outcry. Did this mean
that the public had been denied the right to participate? As
Cllr Baker, Mayor of Chard and chair of the meeting noted,
any members of the public who had wanted to speak, could
have contacted the council in advance. Had they done so, they
would have been given permission to allow them to access the
meeting live.
This is true. However although the notice of the meeting was
published, quite correctly on 9 June, usually members of the
public have plenty of notice and can just turn up on the day.
Under the new circumstances, they effectively only have three
days to notify the council that they wish to speak. The meeting
notice made clear that they would need to email the Town
Clerk townclerk@chard.gov.uk by 4.30pm on Friday 12 June.
Unhappy public
Furthermore Chard is, so far as The Leveller® is aware, the
only council to decide not to broadcast their meeting live. The
council was clearly struggling with the technology, although
lots of other councils around Somerset, small and large have
managed just fine. The controversy rumbled on into the start
of the meeting when it became clear members of the public
had emailed questioning the legitimacy of the process. Not
surprisingly Chard Council Clerk, Andrew Gunn had taken
advice from the Somerset Association of Local Councils
(SALC). This he read out as follows: “There is nothing here to
suggest that the meeting wasn’t called legally and correctly,
members of the public were given the chance to make
representations beforehand. SALC explained that many councils had
experienced teething issues such as you describe but it in no way
invalidates the meeting.”
Mr Gunn went on to explain advice was that the meeting
would be recorded and explained it would be uploaded the
morning after the meeting. Which The Leveller® can confirm it
was. He also confirmed that this wasn’t his idea of an ideal
outcome either. He told us “I had put an apology on the website
for the lack of (live) screening. I take responsibility for that and have
now resolved the live screening technical issue. I believed that I had
resolved the screening issue for Monday’s meeting but upon testing
it again, the screen was saying ‘going live’ but for whatever technical
reason didn’t upload or transfer to YouTube.”
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It is only a couple of years since The Park School took over
the former school buildings of Chilton Cantello School. Yet no
doubt hurried on by the chaos the COVID 19 pandemic
inflicted on the education system, the school has entered
administration.
Trying to keep a fee-paying school going with an enforced
three month closure together with doubts over how and
when pupils can come back must have been tough. It would
not be a surprise to see other fee-paying schools in the area
struggling too.
It is a shame that a school founded in 1957 that has survived
several highs and lows over the years should have finally
succumbed. The last published accounts for the Park School
(Yeovil) Limited showed expenditure £74,224 higher than
income, but at the time it still had nearly £900,000 in reserves.
Companies House documents filed on 7th May confirm that
administrators from Grant Thornton. However the business
of administration seems to be a complicated one. The Park
School’s registered office has been moved to Grant
Thornton’s office in….Manchester!
The partner named as administrator at Companies House is
Alistair Wardell and Richard Lewis both of Grant Thornton’s
Cardiff Office. But when you look up Mr Wardell via Google,
he pops up as Partner, Head of Restructuring South Region
Bristol.
So pretty much take your pick. I would dread to think what
the costs of administration will be working across such a
geographically diverse matrix. The administrators told The
Leveller® “At this stage, based on the current estimates it remains
unlikely that unsecured creditors will be repaid.”

Bridgwater is a “no” too
Last month we reported on the re-introduction of car parking
charges across South Somerset. We contrasted the approach
of South Somerset District Council (SSDC) that left Yeovil
residents paying full whack for town centre car parking, with
that of Somerset West & Taunton. There a more enlightened,
commercially aware council took the decision to postpone
charging on their car parks to help their town centres recover
from the pandemic. Since we wrote that piece, Sedgemoor
District Council (SDC) which covers Bridgwater, Burnham,
Highbridge and Cheddar have also announced that they will
restart charging.
Parking politics
Car park charging recommenced from 15 June. Again we can
only point out that towns are in competition with each other
for custom. SDC claim to be “working with town and parish
councils to be promoting our town centres, encouraging people to
return to shop safely.” But, if Bridgwater residents can go to
Taunton and park for free, how is that going to help?
All councils have a choice. They can take the short-term view
and charge for parking. This will bring instant cash. But at what
cost to local business? Or they can look to the future, and
help local businesses in their district recover. In the long term
a healthy business sector will provide good and regular income
for councils via business rates. But it does come at a shortterm cost.
However it is also worth noting that while the district councils
take the decision. It is the towns that benefit or suffer. And in
most cases the town councils are not even consulted on the
decision.
You can find out more by taking a look at our simple to follow
videos on the LevellerLive channel on YouTube.

Local News - towns

Regal reward
The midst of a pandemic is a tough time for venues and
theatres. With no shows and no obvious source of income,
there is still a building to run and keep safe. It can be an
expensive business.
But, if that sounds gloomy, there has been some good news to
brighten the day for the Regal Theatre in Minehead. The
theatre is run entirely by volunteers under their banner of ‘For
the Community, By the Community’. The Regal reckon they
get a total of 70,000 hours a year from their volunteers; a
contribution worth a minimum of around £200,000 per
annum. Quite some effort.
When there isn’t a pandemic on they run a varied programme
which includes theatre, ballet, opera, concerts, films and live
screenings. The hard work of the volunteers enables the
theatre to present around 150 events to audiences totalling
some 25,000 a year. These days this is no trivial matter and
among the other things the volunteers have done is:
��
Manage, maintain and run the Regal building to meet
rigorous security and health and safety standards
��
Operate the advanced technology of a new GDPR
compliant ticketing system on the box office
��
Administer the Friends of the Regal scheme, with
more than 1,500 members
��
Look after the Regal Film Society, which is one of the
largest film societies in the country with nearly 600 members
��
Produce and distribute regular publicity material and
newsletters.
Recognition
Why am I telling you all this? The Regal Theatre’s volunteers
have just been honoured by being awarded the Queen’s
Award for Voluntary Service. This is the highest award a
voluntary group can receive in the UK and is the equivalent of
an MBE for an individual. Created in 2002 the Queen’s Award
for Voluntary Service aims to recognise outstanding work by
volunteer groups to benefit their local communities.
Recipients are announced each
year to mark the anniversary of
the Queen’s Coronation.
Regal Theatre Chair Victoria
Thomas was delighted by the
news: “This really is a great honour
and comes at a time when it is most
needed. We will need all the goodwill
and support of this special
community to help us get back on
our feet and the Queen’s Award will
undoubtedly give us a terrific boost.”
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Not quite everywhere but Frome get it right
Mendip District Council had two very positive announcements to make last month. First the return of all the council-run
markets. After starting out experimentally by opening Wells and Frome markets with social distancing, Street Market (Thursday
9am to 2pm in the High Street), Shepton Mallet (Friday 9am to 2pm in the Market Place) and Glastonbury (Tuesday 9am to
2pm – but please note in its temporary new home in St Dunstan’s Car Park, Magdalene Street) all reopened.
And to give town centres across the District that bit of extra lift, following the example of
Somerset West & Taunton they decided to keep all Mendip-owned car parks free until 6
August. In a press release to announce the offer they noted “The move means 40 council-run
car parks across Frome, Glastonbury, Shepton Mallet, Street and Wells remain free to use for a
further seven weeks.” Great news for shoppers and shop owners.
But it turns out to be less than 100% accurate. In fact, only 39 car parks will reopen because
the one in Wells City Square is now closed for the foreseeable future. The idea of closing off
the car park is to ensure social distancing in the city centre. This seems a little odd to The
Leveller®. Not that we do not support social distancing; we do. However, as the car park is
not surrounded by many shops, (they are mostly on the north side of the square) and is at
just one end of the High Street, it is hard to see how closing it will achieve social distancing.
Unlike in Taunton where one of the main shopping streets has been pedestrianised, in Wells the High Street remains as is.
And in Frome?
Meanwhile over in Frome they have really thought things through. There were already plans to carry out Phase Two (Phase
One was completed in April 2018) of the work on the market place over the summer. The work is to improve the bus stops,
re-widen and resurface pavements, improve access for disabled drivers and provide two new crossing areas over the road from
Boyles Cross. The plans had been endorsed by both the Town Council and the Chamber of Commerce.
With the need to enforce social distancing, Somerset County Council agreed to close the road through the market place. This
works in Frome as you can still access the town centre on the B3090 either from the north east, into the Cheese and Grain
Car Park, or from the south west into the Cork Street Car Park. So, although you can’t drive through, shoppers can get to
every business in town with parking while they shop.
So at the same time as maintaining social distancing, major works that had to be done anyway can go ahead. For the moment
the prediction is that the Market Place in the centre of Frome will be closed for around another eight weeks from when you
read this.

Gates Unhinged

Oh Dear

Wembdon Parish Council owns a patch of land known as the
Parklands. Together with the charity Parents and Children
Together (PACT) it has been working on a project to create
a green space with access for all. It has for the most part
been a success; after all it won a ‘Pride of Sedgemoor’ award
for bringing people closer to nature. It has disabled-friendly
facilities and the paths have been upgraded to allow disabled
people free access to enjoy the area.
So far so good. Then a lottery grant was awarded from the
Big Lottery fund to purchase gates to be installed to safeguard
disabled people and animals from the very busy adjacent A39
Homberg Way.
And here things appear to have come off the rails. There
were complaints.
Last month we wrote about how Somerset County Council
(SCC) have a problem dealing with public rights of way issues.
SCC has an enormous backlog. But when it comes to
enforcement they are a lot quicker off the mark. SCC noted
that the gates had been erected without proper permission.
The Rights of Way department wrote to Wembdon Parish
Council and ordered their removal as they were placed
illegally across a public right of way.
Resident Steve Webber contacted The Leveller® to tell us:
“For over 12 months we have told them (ie the Parish Council)
they need permission but been ignored and threatened with legal
action and now it turns out that they don't have permission for
them…” The Bridgwater Mercury reported that “Lorna Edwards
from the Parklands Trust said before installing the gate, the group
was told it would not require planning permission and also gained
a Section 171 notice from the Highways Department granting
permission for the work to go ahead.” Lorna Edwards sits on the
planning committee of Wembdon Parish Council, so would
have plenty of experience of planning matters.
We asked Wembdon Parish Council for a statement but they
would not go beyond that which they had published on their
14

A couple of years ago Radio Ninesprings launched across
South Somerset funded in part with public money from quite a
few local authorities, including District, Town and Parish
Councils. So it was a bit of an excruciating moment for them
last month when one of their presenters had a very public and
nasty spat with a local taxi firm. In the words of a statement
put out after the event Ninesprings DJ Steve Carpenter says
“in the early hours of Sunday morning (14 June) after a night out I
made a series of personal comments on my Facebook page
following an incident with an associate of a local taxi company.
These remarks were inappropriate and I regret making them.”
Mr Carpenter is reported to have had a phone conversation
with the cab company using that well worn and hackneyed
phrase “do you know who I am”. And, as so often happens, it
turns out the person on the other end of the line didn’t! The
fame of Radio Ninesprings has yet to reach every corner of
Yeovil it seems. The taxi firm, Dracula Taxis, is run by drivers
from Romania. Mr Carpenter, apart from being abusive, also
referred to them as ‘blood suckers’ and said he hoped they
went out of business.
Radio Ninesprings put out their own statement saying they did
not associate themselves with Mr Carpenter’s remarks. Mr
Carpenter has been taken off the air “until such time as an
internal investigation into his conduct and complaints made against
him are thoroughly and fairly investigated.”
website. It simply notes “After taking professional advice, PACT
thought that proper authority had been given by Somerset County
Council to install the gates, but it now transpires that this is not the
case and SCC has ordered that the gates must be permanently
removed. Whilst understanding the legal reasoning behind SCC’s
decision, the Parish Council is very disappointed that the safety of
disabled people may now be compromised.” One can only hope
that they did not pay too much for the professional advice.

Advertisements

15

Leveller® Publishing Group
Great Western House
Westover
Historical truth matters
Langport
little
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It should
more complicated.
lives matter. But as it has become clear that it is, let’s start as
Blake is one of 78 men whose statues should be torn down
we mean to go on: black lives matter. Easily written. But the
for being either racist or involved in the slave trade. That is
written word is not enough. After all, we had an Act of
according to protest group Topple the Racists. It appears that
Parliament here in the UK in 1965 (The Race Relations Act)
they were unaware of the statue of Blake in the centre of
that outlawed racial discrimination.
Bridgwater. They do argue that his statue (and two others) at
To be equal is not just a matter of writing it down, it is a
Goldsmith’s College should be torn down. The charge sheet
matter of doing something about it. How we treat our fellow
against Blake, printed out and posted outside Deptford Town
humans really matters. And even in a place that, like
Hall reads as follows: “Robert Blake was an admiral who served
do.
to
much
have
still
we
Somerset, is almost a monoculture,
under Oliver Cromwell throughout the English Civil War. He fought
For example, as The Leveller® reports elsewhere in this
the Dutch to secure the trade triangle between the Caribbean,
edition, a black person in Somerset is 38 times more likely to
West Africa and England. Cromwell was responsible for trafficking
be stopped by the police and searched than a white person.
the first wave of enslaved people to and from the Caribbean,
Whether our tendency not to treat all people equally is
installing the plantation system in Jamaica; and the massacres in
rooted in the slave trade or not is almost beside the point.
Drogheda.” While many on the list of 78 statues are no doubt
The fact is from housing to jobs, from policing to education,
worthy of serious action (I find it hard to understand how we
we all carry an obligation to ensure all people are treated,
ever erected a statue of Jan Smuts in the first place) the
respected and welcomed equally and with enthusiasm. But
charges against Blake are historically inaccurate.
was
that
after more than half a century of discrimination
Starting with the first line. Robert Blake was not an admiral.
outlawed in words, but not by action, perhaps it is inevitable
His appointment was to the post of ‘General at sea’. Pedantic,
that our history is being called into question. Where does
perhaps, but let us continue. Blake did not serve Oliver
discrimination come from? How do these tired tropes persist
Cromwell as an admiral or anything else, for the whole of the
in our society? So now it is inevitable that we will – we must
English Civil War. He did not take command of the English
– re-evaluate our history.
Fleet until 1649 after the First and Second Civil Wars had
Reworking history?
ended. He did serve in the army before 1649, but for the
What it must not mean, however, is rewriting our history.
most part not under Oliver Cromwell.
Or at least only rewriting it without recourse to the facts or
Now we get to the only bit of the statement that actually has
at least providing a factual basis to support new views on past
a germ of historical accuracy. He did fight the Dutch. He
our
from
behaviour
bad
out
call
to
going
events. We are
fought the Dutch primarily to secure the safety of the English
Imperial past. But we must also accept that this behaviour
state. The battles he fought were mostly in the English
was accepted in the past by all races and creeds. Slavery is a
Channel or North Sea (Goodwin Sands, Kentish Knock,
bad thing. I doubt anyone would disagree with that. And
Dungeness, Gabbard etc). He never entered the Caribbean
there is no doubt that Britain played a big part in the worst
and the nearest he got to West Africa was Tenerife.
cases of recent examples of slavery. But slavery is not a
There is an implication, that Blake was somehow involved in
uniquely British problem, it is not a uniquely white problem.
the slave trade in the Caribbean. Again, this is what historians
Every era of society from the earliest civilisations of the Tigris
might loosely term as ‘complete cobblers’. Did Cromwell
and Euphrates to the East African ruler Tipu Tip in 19thattack Jamaica? Yes he did. Did he send slaves there?
of
practice
the
if
And
century Zanzibar, embraced slavery.
Certainly. Was Blake involved? Err no.
taking and owning slaves was common in the Middle East,
Wrong man
India and China, it has also been prevalent in Africa too.
The attack on Jamaica (in 1655) was not led by Blake but by
Think the Carthaginians, Egyptians, the Malian Empire and
Admiral Penn (and he was titled “Admiral”). It is certainly
Emirs of the Barbary coast.
true that Blake blockaded Cadiz more than once, and he
I suggest that the 17th century is something of a tipping point
successfully attacked the Spanish in Tenerife. But he did not
in the history of the slave trade. Up until that point the vast
take part in the attack on Jamaica. One thing that he did do
majority of slave owners and traders were non-white. After
which is mysteriously omitted from the charge sheet, is
that point the majority were white. We need to remember
attack the slave traders of North Africa, notably Algiers. But
Britain
that
this. To listen to some today you would imagine
here he was, rather inconveniently, involved in freeing slaves
through
perpetrator
main
the
been
has
and
slavery
invented
rather than taking them.
history. But, and it is a big but, that is not to marginalise the
There are other footnotes from his life worth adding here.
British involvement in slavery, or try to say it is any less
Local historian Chris Sidaway notes “Robert Blake was not a
wrong. It does not make it acceptable in any way. But it does
slaver but a Christian gentleman who had a black man-servant
mean we should take care when rewriting history to stick to
(which was prevalent at the time). He had three servants (not
facts and context. To re-examine history, to review the way
slaves) two white and one black. In his will, the white servants
we regard the past is just fine. Even if we choose to do it
(James Knowles and Nicholas Bartlett) received £10 each whilst his
through the anachronistic lens of our own time. But what we
black servant Domingo received £50.” Bridgwater-born historian
must avoid at all costs, is censorship. The elimination of
Dr Miles Kerr Petersen also notes that while he may have
narrative.
modern
a
suit
to
past,
the
from
inconvenient facts
served Cromwell, Blake had many ideological differences with
Then we are in the world of Goebbels and Shepilov.
him. He adds “I wouldn’t personally consider there to be any good
Focus on Robert Blake
reason at all for his statue in Bridgwater to be even considered for
Apropos of which, today Robert Blake of Bridgwater stands
removal. It was raised partly as a local celebration of civic pride
accused of involvement in the emerging British slave trade.
and part of a wider celebration of the town’s connections to the
He lived his life in that century of change. On the cusp of the
sea. As to Blake the person, I think there’s little that can be
rise of white slave ownership displacing a predominance of
levelled against him – unless you’re a hardcore Royalist of course!”
non-white slave ownership. Perhaps the fact that the world

Andrew Lee
Editor
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From page 16
No to censorship
Historical truth matters and it matters a lot. We are going,
quite rightly in my view, to start rewriting our history in the
context of some very unfortunate events. They are shameful,
they can no longer be brushed under the carpet. We must
confront them, acknowledge them and, in learning from them,
we must accept a new sense of equal opportunity. We need
to thereby create a society that is not just equal in word, in
law, but equal in thought and deed as well.
Words will not create genuine racial equality, we have to do
that. But words matter.
What we must not do, is rewrite our history so that the
written word perverts the facts and distorts the truth.
Because that leads to a different evil.
.
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Left Page, Right and Over !

The Left Page by Leigh Redman

We were recently reminded by a reader that not everyone
knows the politicians we have chosen for our regular
commentaries. So here is a refresher.
Leigh Redman is a Labour councillor at Bridgwater Town
Council, Sedgemoor District and Somerset County.
David Warburton was first elected as the Conservative MP for
Somerton & Frome in 2015 and has now been elected in 3
successive elections.
Finally Gideon Amos OBE is the LibDem candidate for the
Taunton Deane constituency.
So what have we asked them to take a look at this month?
We asked them to tell us whether Somerset schools return in
September. And if so under what circumstances?
Here’s what they each had to say….

I would argue that we need to get all our children back to
school and learning together as soon as possible. But with
Covid still in our world, I have to ask “how on earth will
primary and secondary education recommence in September
with full attendance?” As I write this we have only just been
told that the 2 metre rule is to be relaxed, but surely, speaking
as a School Governor and local Councillor, I would say it was
“pure fantasy” to suggest that simply reducing the social
distancing rule to one metre would allow all children to return
in September.
Of course we must all work as hard as we can to get all
children back to school but we must listen to the experts too,
and they are still expressing concern. Local government must
work with schools, teachers, unions and national government
to ensure we all have a clear understanding of how to ensure
the risk of transmitting the virus is minimised. I really do see
both sides of the story, I do think it’s safe for some children to
return to school and I completely support that, the question is
how quickly we can get ‘all children back to school safely’ –
the sooner the better.
It may be possible to accommodate more pupils in classrooms
with a 1metre + separation, but surely not all pupils. There
just isn’t enough space in many of our classrooms to do this. I
have said it before, the schools we have in Somerset range
from brand new to Victorian. We can make the space needed
in most of our newer schools, but it just won’t work in our
older, mainly rural schools.
The idea of a social bubble in schools is to have a consistent
group which doesn’t mix with other pupils, whether it is 15 or
30. Class sizes are already at record highs in secondary
schools, but the current situation calls for groups around half
that size. This is not just important for social distancing but to
ensure that children get the increased one-to-one attention
that is so essential to getting through the trauma of the
pandemic, and back into normal learning and social interaction.
How will that work? Buildings will not double in size!
It is worth mentioning our early years provision too. Here in
Somerset the majority of preschool is privately owned, but
the County has a need to ensure sufficient places. I believe
that childcare will be vital for families to get back to work and
for the economy to recover. A report published recently by
Early Years Alliance expressed concern that childcare settings
are facing significant losses which may lead to childcare
shortages. It looks as if the sector is at risk of collapse with
many providers facing huge losses. I have been calling for
better financial support for childcare providers to cope with
significantly reduced demand and additional safety costs in this
crisis. The government needs to think long term and take
action now to prevent a catastrophic collapse that would
mean parents will struggle to get the preschool care they
need. That would potentially
impact more of our children for a
longer period or else hurt the
economy
We must work to get all children
into education as soon as possible
and as safely as possible. We
cannot let our young people,
further suffer in these
unprecedented times.
Finally though I ask parents to
support all education environments
as they try to find a way forward in
this new normal.
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The Right Page by David Warburton
One of the oddest and most worrying paradoxes of the
universal challenge of COVID-19 is that it has amplified many
of our differences as well as producing that sense of solidarity
that has brought us through the worst of the crisis.
We have, of course, seen much attention focused on the
disproportionate hardship suffered by BAME citizens. But
there’s another minority who, I believe, have suffered too –
and without recourse to the activism and political lobbying
that usually acts as the harbinger of change.
As a former teacher, I know at first-hand how transformative
education can be. And its effects are multi-dimensional – not
just the transmission of knowledge, but socialisation, exposure
to disruptive ideas and perspectives on the world. Recent
studies conducted in the US suggest that children from the
poorest families stand to have their earning potential across
their whole lives affected by the fact they are missing so much
school.
If any other group were suffering this combination of present
hardship and possible future deprivation, we would be
swimming in a tide of trenchant editorials, passionatelyphrased placards and social media campaigns. But short of
something akin to the Children’s Crusades of the Middle Ages,
it’s difficult for the feelings of school-age children to be heard,
rather than simply interpreted by politicians and civil servants.
Remembering the classes I taught at an inner-city
comprehensive school, I believe that re-opening schools in
September is imperative. Of course, this has been a challenging
period for all children who have been unable to go to school.
But I worry, in particular, about those whose parents are too
busy working to offer structured academic support; about
those whose families place little value on education and about
those whose home-life is fractured by conflict – and from
which school provides an escape and a window upon a future
in which their ambitions can be fulfilled.
These are a minority. But the effects of a life blighted by an
absence of education ripple outwards in concentric circles –
harming not only the individual concerned, but society as a
whole.
Of course, a reopening of schools must be safe – and done in
a way that’s consonant with imperatives around keeping the
‘R’ rate as low as possible. In the meantime, we’ve seen the
Government give an extra £650 million to state schools in
England (over the 2020-21 academic year), to help head
teachers provide extra support to children who have fallen
behind. That will involve extra help like intensive tuition in
small groups - and schools will be able to decide how they
want to spend that money (after all, teachers know their
students better than any politician or civil servant). Schools
will also have an extra £350 million to be spent on high-quality
tuition for the most disadvantaged children.
I know how sorely this additional support is needed. But it is,
ultimately, a palliative
rather than a cure.
Only by getting our
children back to
school, mixing with
their classmates and
working towards the
realisation of their
ambitions can we
protect our children in
the broadest sense rather than simply
shielding them from
harm.
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Over The Page by Gideon Amos
There’s little doubt that the vast majority of pupils and their
parents want to see a return to school and all the benefits that
brings to educational outcomes and a sense of wellbeing.
Several educationalists have pointed to the attainment drop
over the long summer holiday as an indicator the likely
problems of the even longer break enforced by the pandemic.
But are we becoming a nanny state on the issue, unable to
resist government interference from on high in the schooling
and education decisions that parents are quite properly usually
entrusted with?
The last few days have featured journalists asking politicians
whether the law should be used to force any reluctant families
to send their children back to school in September. This not
only throws up the alarming prospect of enforcement against
ordinary families who may have a perfectly accurate
understanding of the risks of sending their children back to a
crowded environment, it also betrays a fundamental
misunderstanding about the rights of families and the limits
placed on the power of the state to direct them what to do.
The law, quite rightly, requires that all children should receive
a suitable education. It does not require children to be at a
school if that education is being properly provided some other
way, such as through private school, tutoring, home education
or whatever. If going to school was legally required not only C
S Lewis, Agatha Christie, Woodrow Wilson, Teddy Roosevelt,
General Paton and Albert Einstein, but also her majesty the
queen would all have lengthy jail sentences left to serve, for
they were all educated at home rather than at school.
Essential
For the majority however a good school is of course essential
to their progress and happiness and a good school is not made
by enforced marching of reluctant children back into
classrooms if they or their parents know that would unsafe.
Much like the national curriculum which liberals like me would
see taken out of the hands of meddling government ministers
and led instead by teachers and an independent education
standards body, the right approach here is to leave the big
return to school to teachers and parents to manage at their
own pace.
Wonderful
A good school is wonderful place, somewhere that makes the
heart sing and the mind grow. Few things make a parent
happier than seeing their child happy and progressing well at
school. To help ensure schools like this exist in every
community means not only funding (which per pupil is at a
national low in Somerset) but also demands community
support and trust between parents and teachers. Resorting to
the strong arm of the law won’t help and would be foolish to
embark upon without seeing how, what is bound to be a
phased return, pans out
when the summer is
over. In dealing with a
return to normality
which will be altogether
as abnormal as our
departure from it,
General Patten got it
right when he said “time
spent on reconnaissance
is rarely wasted”.
Unfortunately the same
cannot be said of
Ministers’ willingness to
make regulations!
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than a white person. That is according
to the latest figures published by Avon
and Somerset Police for the quarter to
March 2020. The Leveller® reported on
this last year. It was a concern to the
Police too and, to their credit, they
produce the figures that show the
disproportionality and attempt to get
to the reasons for it.
But the problem is not going away. It
may seem as if things are getting better.
After all when we reported on the
issue last year a black person was 42
times more likely to be stopped and
searched. But this level of
disproportionality cannot be merely
dismissed as getting better. The
question is, is it good enough? The
figures for the quarter to March 2020
split the overall Somerset total into
two force areas: East Somerset and
West Somerset. The figure for West
Somerset is truly alarming. A black
person here is 79 times more likely to
be subject to stop and search than a
white person. Why is this?
The Police have done some
investigation work of their
own. The question was raised
in a Police internal scrutiny
panel as to whether ‘County
Lines’ was part of the reason
for the increase in
disproportionality. A sample of records
was reviewed to understand more
about the situations and circumstances
in which persons identifying as black
were searched in Somerset.
County Lines influence
Of the 39 records reviewed by the
panel, 41% of the searches reviewed

included County Lines in the grounds
for the search, suggesting that this is a
key factor in the considerations of
officers when determining whether to
undertake a stop search of black people
in Somerset. That is certainly of
interest. But The Leveller® asks, what
about the other 59%? We are also told
in the quarterly report that “drugs is by
far the most common item searched for,
82% of the stop searches recorded were
done under s.23 of the Misuse of Drugs
Act.”
Again The Leveller® cannot help but
question whether Police are starting
from a standpoint that black people in
Somerset are likely to be involved in
the drugs trade. We cannot tell from
these figures if a lot of people who are
black and stopped and searched are
indeed involved in the drugs trade. But
that does not make it fine for the
significant number of black people, who
are not involved in drugs and suffer as a
result of other people’s preconceptions
The question the Police must ask
themselves is this. Given that a black
person is 78 times more likely to be
stopped and searched in West
Somerset, are they starting from the
right point? Especially at a time when
the BLM protests are gaining traction
and we are questioning how
prejudice follows a long line of
history leading back to the slave trade.
Of course the Police need to tackle
drugs crime. We should be helping
them in every possible way to do so.
But we are not carrying out policing in
a fair and proportionate way if we
suspect that every black person in
Somerset is involved in drugs. AL
.

They said:
Speaking to The Leveller®, Police and
Crime Commissioner Sue Mountstevens
said: “I am aware and concerned about the
Stop and Search figures for Somerset and I
will be keeping this issue under constant
scrutiny. As the Black Lives Matter
movement and coronavirus has starkly
highlighted, disproportionality affects BAME
communities in many aspects of everyday
life.
Part of my role as Police and Crime
Commissioner (PCC) is about holding the
Chief Constable to account and I always
seek assurances from the Chief Constable
about the numerous measures Avon and
Somerset Police take to ensure use of force
is proportionate and only used when
necessary. I know Avon and Somerset Police
is constantly reviewing disproportionality and
I will continue to regularly question the Chief
on his officers’ use of force.
Whenever officers use force, including Stop
and Search, it is subject to extremely high
levels of scrutiny. Thanks to Body Worn
Video (BWV), officers are rightly held to an
even greater level of accountability. This is a
matter that my office and I scrutinise
carefully and one way this is done is through
the Scrutiny of Police Powers Panel; back in
2017, I set up the panel to address
disproportionate use of force in Avon and
Somerset and I asked local people from a
range of diverse backgrounds to form the
SOPP. The independent panel meet
regularly to review BWV, scrutinise the
police’s use of force and evaluate if
proportionate actions were taken. The panel
provide feedback and recommend changes
to the police and provide a lay person’s
perspective.”

Ilminster Schools victory for County Council
Regular readers of The Leveller will know that there has
been a battle royal going on over education in Ilminster and
Crewkerne. Here education currently works with a middle
school system. This is one of the last parts of Somerset to do
so. Last autumn the South West Regional Schools
Commissioner (RSC) intervened. She allowed Swanmead
School (and also Maiden Beech School) to become an
academy under the control Bridgwater and Taunton College
Trust.
Somerset County Council raised concerns about the decision
with the RSC but she declined to alter her position. As a
result SCC issued proceedings in the High Court to challenge
the RSC’s decision through a Judicial Review. This led to a
two-day trial before Mr Justice Fraser earlier this month. He
ruled that the RSC’s decision for Swanmead to become an
academy was unlawful and should be quashed, upholding
SCC’s position. According to County Councillor Linda Vijeh,
the RSC is unlikely to appeal the decision.
Full support
At the time, in January 2019, Swanmead had the support of
children, staff and parents for an application to become an

Academy as part of the Bridgwater and Taunton College
Trust. Following the legal ruling, the school Head, Mark
Walker, was quoted as saying “I know how disappointed the
school community is with this verdict and the initial result of what
this means for our school but, in the meantime, we will continue to
do what we always do which is providing a superb education for
the young people that attend Swanmead Community School. It will
be business as usual from us and that objective no one will be
preventing us from achieving.”
However there is no change to the status of Maiden Beech
school which has already been converted into an academy.
Get on with it
SCC Cabinet Member for Education, Faye Purbrick, explained
“We want to make sure that we can bring the biggest educational
benefits to families living in the Ilminster and Crewkerne
catchment area. That’s what is really important about this
judgment and that is why I am glad that we can now turn our
attention to this again.”
Both parents and teachers we spoke to from the schools in
the area would simply like SCC to get on with the review and
come to a conclusion. HB
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Seven Pillars of Wisdom by the editor
The debate over the future of local
government rages on. However, a new
report prepared for the Somerset
Association of Local Councils (SALC)
by Mel Usher shed more light on the
future of towns and villages. Mel Usher
is an interesting character. Today he
writes on behalf of the third tier of
local government, town and parish
councils. In many ways these are the
most immediate, local and relevant to
us. But in the past he was Chief
Executive of South Somerset District
Council. So, when he writes: “More
recently the four districts have favoured
two unitaries based on an east/west split
with South Somerset and Mendip in the
east and Sedgemoor and Somerset West
and Taunton in the west. At the time of
writing there are no other obvious
contenders although some councillors are
promoting a merger for part of Mendip
with BANES…..” you have to sit up and
take notice.
One unitary or two?
It seems the debate is moving slowly in
the direction of an inevitable unitary
authority – or two. It is worth noting
that while there are some in Mendip
who would like to see a merger with
BANES, it does not seem to be a
feeling that is reciprocated. BANES is
committed to merging into a large
Bristol-centric super authority. For this
reason alone, there is little appetite in
BANES for a merger with Mendip. It
would certainly be ironic for those who
argue that Taunton is too remote from
Mendip to be relevant, if inhabitants of
Glastonbury and Street ended up being
governed from Bristol!
But, back to Mr Usher and his report.
The thrust of it is all about the
importance of towns and parishes. He
argues that they must not be ancillary
to the creation of a new local
government system, they should be
central to it. In his report, which has
been circulated to all town and parish
councils across Somerset, he argues for
seven key pillars to underpin any future
local government structure. And these
are:
1 A Charter for Somerset
SALC with the help of a cross-section
of parishes to work in partnership with
the proposed unitary to develop a
unique Charter for Somerset. One that
builds upon the lessons drawn from
neighbouring Local Government
Reorganisation (LGR) decisions,
includes rights and responsibilities,
mutual expectations and identifies new
possibilities, procedures and ways of
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to be involved in the appointment of
working. The Charter should be a living
the staff.
document, reviewed bi-annually and be
binding.
6 Trust and Partnership
2 Local Ownership and Devolution
To build trust, a five-year joint cultural
Parishes to be involved in determining
and development programme for staff
the methodology behind the devolution
and members will be established. A
of assets, how services and functions
team drawn from local government,
are to be transferred, the resources
partners and a suitable University to be
dedicated to ensuring a smooth
created to think beyond the immediate
transition, how decisions can be
concerns of LGR to create a unique
transparent and a draft timetable. The
road map showing genuine possibilities
overriding philosophy on devolution
for greater engagement, localism,
should be ‘by request’, recognising the
resilience and innovative solutions.
diversity of capability and motivation
7 Parishes Working Together
within parishes/communities and
Parishes need to recognise that LGR is
the ability of the unitary to handle
the biggest change to local government
multiple contacts and aspirations.
in Somerset for decades.
3 Localism and Solutions
The impact on local councils will be
Localism is a way of tackling issues
profound and should not be
through which parishes and a unitary
underestimated. Through SALC
council can encourage and recognise
parishes need to run a concerted
the significance of local solutions, local
campaign, establish a dedicated steering
innovations and local community
group of representative councils and
groups in tackling isolation,
find sufficient resources to ensure that
vulnerability, environmental concerns
their voices are heard loud and clear in
and the local economy. It can be a way
the run up to, implementation and
of giving voice, choice and control to
subsequent working of the new unitary.
communities and it is hard to
SCC says “Yes”
underestimate the importance of sense
And there is no disagreement from
of place, recognising a common story
SCC. In his presentations to town and
and fostering pride. The unitary and
parish councils, Leader David Fothergill
parishes to commission a “Somerset
has made it clear all seven
Guide to Localism” including good
recommendations will be built into the
examples, outcomes and meaningful
business case for a unitary authority.
partnerships.
4 Local Governance
The Leveller® declares an interest.
There are 278 parishes in Somerset
We favour – and have campaigned
and a new unitary will have to
for – a single unitary authority for
communicate with all of them. A
Somerset. We should also state that
common method seen elsewhere is to
we are strong believers in localism
cluster parishes in Community
and the importance of parish and
Networks. How such a network is
town councils. We completely
established is a crucial decision around
endorse Mr Usher’s report and the
engagement, it could potentially be the
recommendations in it and believe
difference between success and failure.
the success of a future unitary
Parishes to be involved in establishing
authority depends on these
the boundaries, brief, representation
recommendations being
and procedures of these networks
implemented.
from day one.
5 Local Presence
It's pivotal for a new unitary No future? For District Councils such as Mendip?
to have a dedicated and
supported senior staff
presence based locally in
each Community Network
to assist in ensuring proper
coordination, engagement
and communication within
the network and to feed
back to/sort out with the
unitary on cross cutting
issues, blockages and
decision making.
Representatives of parishes
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Digital Book
Piracy by John Fish
Have you ever wondered how long
it takes an author to write a book
and get it into print? It could take
years and even for a book that
didn’t take too long to write, it can
still take over a year from writing
the first sentence to seeing it in
the bookshop. For a non-fiction
book it can take years to research
and write.
One misconception is that authors
are handsomely remunerated, but
in reality only comparatively few
are paid well for their work. When
a book is published it is generally
released as a proof copy and also
in digital format before the final
release in both physical copy and
also as an electronic copy for
those readers who like to read on
tablets. The sales from both
formats comprise an author’s
livelihood.
Sadly, though, something really
unsavoury has been going on for a
number of years now and that is theft
of digital copies of books that are then
offered for free on the internet. Let me
be clear about this, it is pure and simple
theft of an author’s hard work which
denies income to both the writer and
also the publisher. I have been speaking
to a small independent publisher and
after costs per ebook they would only
make around £2.50 per copy. Yet they
can run a web search and find their
ebooks pirated and offered for free. In
fact, not a week goes by without them
finding their books on offer which is
then followed by the cat and mouse
operation of getting them removed.
Recently their US-based distributor
was hacked and their books stolen for
precisely this reason. Theft pure and
simple.
Lured by social media
Numerous social media accounts offer
free books; often bestsellers without
permission from either the author or
publisher. A number of these accounts
on social media offer links to lure the
unsuspecting reader in. These accounts

do not have a website; they may not
even be located here in the UK. What
is the catch? Simple, they want you to
click on the link and that is part of the
problem. In the past some of these
‘digital pirates’ wanted you to click on
the link and then instead of you getting
a book without paying a penny, they
sent you a virus in return or just a link
where you had to pay a subscription
before you got any free books. Again,
none of this subscription went to the
author or publisher.
Since e-readers became so popular it
also meant there would be those who
would try and exploit digital reading
material. We have seen it with music
and film over the years and it has also
affected the written word. Publishers
have been working hard to try and
prevent piracy but no matter how hard
they try theft is still theft. Then we
have the small independent publishers
across the UK who have been badly
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic;
the last thing they
need is seeing the
books they are
trying to sell in
order to make
enough money to

survive being offered for free. I know
authors who have had their hard work
pirated and offered for free. Even their
actual physical books have been ‘ripped’
(copied) and sold as PDF copies on
illegal sites.
Illegal
Digital book piracy is illegal and as an
MD of a publishing company tells me,
all their ebooks are rights protected
(DRM) yet this does not stop pirates
stealing their books. Short of lobbying
government to tighten up laws, both
author and publisher will continue to
lose income. But we could also educate
readers to avoid illegal download sites
and support publishers and authors. At
this rate it will not be long before a
small independent publisher is put out
of business because of these pirates
that roam the high seas of the internet
looking for their next victim.
More of John’s work can be found at
The Last Word Book Review @TheLastWord1962
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Changing The Locks by James Garrett
Husband and wife councillors Mike and
Pauline Lock have been cited for
bringing South Somerset District
Council into disrepute after Mike Lock
threatened to break the neck of the
tenant of a property they own during a
lengthy dispute over video surveillance.
The council’s Standards Committee is
considering a complaint from councillor
Nick Colbert (Con, Wincanton). This
alleges, “The Locks have brought the
council into disrepute. The position of Mrs
Lock as deputy chair means these matters
are of particularly serious import for the
reputation of the council.”
The case was heard over three days
last summer but went unreported at
the time. In two related cases, the
Locks sought to regain possession of
the cottage from their tenants, while
the tenants alleged they had been
harassed by their landlords.
In ordering the Locks to pay their
tenants £3000 in damages, the judge at
Yeovil County Court said he found Mr
Lock (Ind., Yeovil Without) “an
unsatisfactory witness; I formed the clear
view that he was prepared to try and
mislead the court.”
Judge Timothy Walsh also found that
Mr Lock, a former mayor of Yeovil, had

made an untrue statement to police. In
it he alleged that the tenant, Laythe
Al-Janabi, had “threatened to punch Mrs
Lock’s head. Mrs. Lock accepted at trial
that Mr. Al-Janabi said no such thing.”
Just for good measure, the court heard,
Mr Lock had turned up at BAE Systems’
Yeovil facility, where Mr Al-Janabi
worked as a software engineer, to
complain to personnel staff that he was
involving the police over his tenant’s
non-payment of rent. The judge
described the visit as “an unwarranted
and deliberate attempt to cause difficulties
for Mr. Al-Janabi or, at the very least,
to exert pressure upon him.”
The court was told that Mr Lock,
who also sits on Yeovil town
council, had CCTV cameras fitted
in Kop Cottage in Yeovil Marsh,
the property he and his wife let in
November 2018 to the Al-Janabis
and their three young children. When
the tenants discovered them - and the
fact that they could be controlled
remotely by the Locks - they asked for
their removal. The Locks refused so
the Al-Janabis called an engineer to
disconnect them, leading to a series of
confrontations which ended up in
court.

Mr Lock was elected in May 2019 as a
Lib Dem but now sits as an
independent. Asked whether this was
related to the court ruling he declined
to comment. In fact he was asked on
two separate occasions for a comment
on the facts and he declined to
respond. Yeovil’s Lib Dems also chose
to remain quiet.
Mrs Lock (Yeovil Summerlands) the
council’s deputy chair, and part of the
ruling Lib Dem group, was described in
court as someone who “did not seem
intimidated at all by Mr. Al-Janabi - in fact
it was her who was doing most of
the shouting”. The author asked
Mrs Lock Pictured) to comment
on the facts of the case on two
separate occasions but she
declined to respond.
Asked to comment on the
reference of the Locks’ conduct
to its Standards Committee, a
spokesman for the council said it would
be “inappropriate to talk about the
specifics of any complaint until due process
has been administered. Sanctions open to
any council standards committee range
from the issuing of a warning to modify
behaviour through to removal from a
committee.”

Better than compost?
Gardeners have long enjoyed doing a
bit of composting. On a larger scale
composting is used in agriculture too. It
all sounds pretty environmentally
friendly.
But research by Tiverton company
Agriton is calling into question if
composting is quite what it could be.
The traditional practice of creating
windrows – long lines of heaped green
matter – turning it regularly and waiting
for it to rot down is not as
environmentally friendly as you might
think. At least not according to Andrew
Sincock, Commercial Director at
Agriton.
What Agriton are aiming for is to
ferment the waste rather then turning
it and letting it rot. This fermented
product is known as bokashi. The
process ferments organic waste
without aeration (turning). Seashell,
lime, clay minerals and Actiferm are
added to the windrow, which is then
sealed with plastic wrap. After six to
eight weeks the bokashi is ready.
Tests and results
To test whether bokashi would
outperform traditional composting,
Agriton set up a series of independent
trials at Wagenigen in the Netherlands.
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Now they believe they have evidence
to back up their hunch. The trials
involved two identical windrows of
13,400kg of grass cuttings; one
composted and one fermented. The
composting process required 3,391kg
of CO2 equivalent compared with just
350kg for the fermented cuttings.
While the composted cuttings lost 60%
of their starting weight, the bokashi lost
just 3%, meaning the resulting organic
matter available was more than double
that from traditional composting. More
importantly, the bokashi contained
significantly more organic matter,
nitrogen, protein and cellulose, too.
Mineral levels including potassium, ash,
sodium, magnesium and sulphur were
also higher.
Following the initial trial, Agriton
commissioned a second independent
trial to look at the impact of bokashi on
both the soil and
end crop.
Replicated over
three years,
bokashi-treated
winter wheat
averaged 8.9 tonnes
per hectare against

traditional compost with 8.74 tonnes.
Biological life in the soil was generally
higher when treated with bokashi than
compost, with reduced levels of
harmful nematodes, while weed and
disease pressures were not statistically
different. “The trials were so promising
that we extended them for another four
years,” says Mr Sincock. “They are now
in their final year with full results expected
in early 2021.”
Set up in 2004, today Agriton is led by
Fran Feersma Hoekstra. As well as
being Managing Director she coordinates new product development.
The company manufactures, sources
and supplies a range of agricultural and
horticultural products. What they all
have in common is they are intended to
improve one or more of the chemical,
physical and biological aspects within
the Soil-Plant-Animal-Manure cycle. At
the core of what Agriton do
is a belief that by maximising
farm resources, farmers can
reduce the need for
environmentally damaging
and expensive chemical
inputs to create a
regenerative and profitable
agricultural industry.
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Tesla

Glastonbury: job done

Last month Eon Musk visited the UK, apparently taking in a
trip to Somerset to sniff out the potential for a new factory
for Tesla electric cars.
Meanwhile The Leveller® hears rumours that a new model is
planned….

Last year we reported on moves to save the green space
around Tor Sport and Leisure in Glastonbury. An application
for the space to be declared a Town Green had been made
previously to protect the area from development. However
Mendip District Council and Fusion Lifestyle have been
working with a number of partners within the community,
including Glastonbury Town Council and the Friends of Tor
Leisure, over a number of years, to seek an alternative
solution.
With that in mind they won agreement to withdraw the Town
Green application.
Which left the green space around Tor Sport and Leisure
exposed, unless action was taken promptly.
So what next? Is that green space to be protected?
Yes.
The new scheme was signed off on 22 June with the
dedication of the land as “Fields in Trust”. Fields in Trust, is
an independent national charity which champions and supports
parks and green spaces by protecting them for people to enjoy
in perpetuity. This means that leisure, recreation and
especially sports uses on the site, will be protected for future
generations. AP

False Equivalence?
At the end of last month Sedgemoor
District Council (SDC) approved the
disposal of land adjoining Lakeside,
Isleport, Highbridge at a meeting of the
District Executive. This land was
acquired by SDC in 1996 and at that
time was intended to form an area of
public open space as part of the wider
Isleport Business Park. Part of the land
was subsequently developed for
housing – the Lakeside housing estate.
Opposition registered
Approving the disposal of the land with
an assumption that it will be sold for
development was not a straightforward
decision. It followed an hour-long
debate, with plenty of representations
from members of the public who were
passionately against the disposal of the
land. A large number of objections to
the plans were recorded on the council
website and two petitions presented
against the project.
SDC has other issues to consider. Not
least they need to deliver additional
housing to meet government targets. In
their words “There is a balance needed
between the clear need for new homes in
response to the national housing crisis and
local need; as well as making sure that
people have access to important green
spaces. There are currently 2,452
households looking for homes across
Sedgemoor an increase of 24% from this
time a year ago.”
And it is true that by disposing of the
land the council believe they will be
able to deliver up to 121 new homes in
the area. Other benefits trumpeted by
SDC are:
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��
provision of large areas of
equipped play space and further public
open space
��
an attractive landscaped water
course and improved walking and
cycling links
��
a dangerous surface-level
crossing of the main railway line will be
blocked off and replaced with a new
cycle link from the A38. Network Rail
had designated this crossing as ‘unsafe’.
But we have to take a step back from
this and look at the big picture. An
SDC spokesperson told us “there are
2,452 (households needing housing) in
Sedgemoor. The housing figures were there
to illustrate housing need across
affordable/social housing (those registered
on Homefinder Somerset). The market
figures would be higher. We have got an
annual government target of a minimum
of 647 new homes across all tenures.”
This is a familiar tale. Time and again in
every district of the county we see two
criteria rolled out to justify
development.
��
Firstly to meet government
targets for housebuilding
��
Secondly to meet a local
housing need that is not being
met.
Are local needs being met?
Sedgemoor is building plenty of
new houses. So we have to ask
why the 2,452 households in need
of housing has risen 24% from last
year? Likewise, the whole point of
government targets is to meet a
housing need. We all know that

we need more houses. So why, when
we are building more houses, is the
number of people needing housing
going up? Could it be that we are
allowing developers to build the wrong
sort of houses at the wrong price? Are
we persistently pricing local people out
of the housing market?
The Leveller® says:
The whole point of housing targets is
to meet housing need, yet we
persistently fail to meet local housing
needs. So of course the number of
people needing housing goes up. Until
our district councils start using planning
permission to build the right houses at
the right prices, we can build literally
thousands of new houses and we will
never meet the local housing need.
What we will do is what we have been
doing for the whole of this century.
Building houses that look like cheap
retirement homes to people from the
South East of England and all set in
beautiful rolling English countryside.
As we went to press the decision had
been “called in” by Sedgemoor District
Council’s’ Scrutiny Committee.
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The Wrong Curve to be Ahead Of
A lot of focus, quite rightly, has been
put on the rise in unemployment
caused by the COVID 19 pandemic.
Many people have been forced to fall
back on Universal Credit (UC), often
for the first time. What has attracted
much less attention is the continued
progress of the roll-out of UC across
the country. Or, for our purposes,
across our county.
The benefits system is a mess. The idea
behind UC was that it would replace
multiple benefits with one simple
payment. What was not to like? Quite
a lot as it turns out. UC is taking an age
to roll out and, in fact, throughout the
UK the old benefits system and UC
have been operating side by side. By
February this year only 41% of British
households were on UC instead of the
old benefits. For the South West as a
whole that figure was just a little higher
at 42%.
There are some league tables that you
do not want to be at the top of! But,
like it or not, Somerset is one of the
most advanced regions of the country
for the roll-out of UC. Of 652
constituencies in the UK, Bridgwater &
West Somerset is the 18th most
advanced when it comes to rolling out
the new benefit; 55% of households in
the constituency that are on benefits
are now on UC. Even Yeovil, the least
advanced constituency in Somerset in
terms of UC roll-out, had 49% of

claimants on UC and was still in the top
100 constituencies in the UK for UC
roll-out.
For the record:
Wells, where 54% of claimants are on
UC: 22nd (ranking)
Somerton & Frome is similar with 54%
(rounded) of claimants on UC: 25th
Taunton Deane had 52% of claimants
on UC: 37th
The problems with UC are well known.
And the fact that the COVID 19 crisis
has seen a surge of claimants will not
have helped. It is a complicated
process. Citizens Advice have noted
that UC claims are an area that
generates a lot of requests for help.
We spoke to Citizens Advice in South
Somerset who told us the three major
issues they get from people trying to
claim UC were:
��
clients who need digital
support as they don’t have access to
the internet and places they could
previously have gone are now closed.
��
clients whose circumstances
changed suddenly and maybe had not
claimed benefits before, so were
unsure about what they would get or
how to claim.
��
issues with details from
employers about their furlough pay
amounts – not matching what clients
actually received.
And of course many claimants report a
wait of up to six weeks to get the

benefit even having gone through the
claims process. And The Leveller® has
regularly heard from people who
experience problems with public
transport. Finding ways of getting to a
Job Centre Plus can be a nightmare in a
county with poor public transport links
– even before the pandemic.
However, last month we learned of
another issue with UC from a report
released by the Universities of Bath and
Oxford. This suggests that UC has
been devised on a bedrock of 19thcentury attitudes towards relationships.
Among other things the report found
that “The fact that Universal Credit is a
single payment between the partners in a
couple was a design feature that some
couples found difficult. Women in
particular were not keen on joint accounts
and the amalgamation of different benefits
into one could upset the delicate balance
of both partners having some income of
their own.” But a much more important
observation was that: “Some women had
suffered from financial coercion and
control in previous relationships, which had
been one reason for them breaking up.”
Dr Rita Griffiths, lead author of the
report noted that “many felt that a
single payment harked back to a bygone
era of male breadwinners, and was out of
step with modern relationships in which
both partners go out to work, manage
their own money and contribute to the
household finances.”

Statue Wars by Isaac Schofield
Editor’s note. Following the Black Lives Matter protests Isaac
approached us and offered to give the perspective of a younger
generation. Isaac is from Charlton Adam and currently studying for
a degree in History at Birmingham University. We hope you find
his perspective interesting:
In early June everyone was busy taking sides in the culture
war that emerged following a series of anti-racism protests in
the UK. Battle lines were drawn and the familiar ammunition
of ‘snowflake’, ‘fascists’, ‘Marxists’, and ‘gammon’ were hurled
across our timelines. As a History student I couldn’t
help but feel fascinated by the national evaluation
we were undertaking of our past.
Statues are great subjects of historical research not because they tell us anything about the person
they depict, but they tell us a great deal about who
put them up. Colston died a whole 174 years before
the statue of him was erected in Bristol (in 1895).
The fact that Victorian Bristolians decided to erect a
statue of him nearly 100 years after the abolition of
the slave trade in the British empire is telling.
Why glorify a man heavily associated with a pursuit
that had been outlawed for generations? After all
statues aren’t simply a matter of record, they are a
celebration of the person they depict. Well it seems
late-Victorian Britain simply hadn’t come to terms
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with slavery in the way we like to think they had. And it is
here that we have something in common with them.
The broader picture
This issue is much bigger than Colston. Many of our statues
sanctify flawed human figures with problematic exploits. The
practice of erecting statues to the likes of Colston is the
product of an antiquated approach to history, where our past
was depicted as an entertaining sequence of ‘great men’
forging the way of human progress to modern society and
democracy. This “Whig” approach to history begs
for statues of great men to be a pointed illustration
of progress to our glorious present!
We can’t justify the continued eulogising of a select
few figures, without falling back on problematic old
arguments of ‘greatness’. Problematic because we
have forgotten that the apex of this history was
reached around 100 years ago. If we celebrate
above all else those who expanded British power
and prestige via warfare, high politics, and
exploration, we are talking about a Britain that no
longer exists. The statues and the Whig history that
begat them are an anachronism.
So our statues erected to the explicitly nationalist
enterprise become ever more problematic. I’d
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challenge you to justify Nelson’s Column without straying into
such territory pretty quickly.
No, I’m not going to tear it down tomorrow, but if someone
suggested we replace him with a statue to somebody else I’d
fully support it. Not because I’m adamant he doesn’t deserve
replacing but because I’m not sure that he does. It is really a
very tall column after all.
If Britain forever celebrates its military might and global
prestige, two things consigned to the past, it will always be
seeking to reclaim them. It is only when we start celebrating
the things we can still be proud of, that patriotism might lose
the jingoistic nostalgia that clings to it.
So, let’s celebrate our iconic musicians, athletes, scientists, our
NHS, our multiculturalism, our legendary reputation for being
polite and friendly, and regenerate our country with an
adoration for modern Britain instead.
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Agents of Fortune by the editor
The point of the planning system is it
should be a transparent, clean process
and – just as importantly – seen to be a
transparent, clean process. To that end,
in 2013, the Local Government
Association (LGA) issued an update to
its Probity in Planning guide. That guide
states “Officers and serving Councillors
must not act as agents for people pursuing
planning matters within their authority
even if they are not involved in the decision
making”. The guidance is not
ambiguous. It could not be clearer.
The LGA guidance is based on the
Localism Act. It recognises that it is
hardly fair to require planning officers
to negotiate on a planning application
being forwarded and promoted by an
elected councillor. How transparent
can the system be when it is possible
that a planning officer would have to
approve or reject an application
sponsored by someone who is his
political master? Surely this is fraught
with conflicts of interest? In short, the
guidance says that you can’t be both a
councillor and a planning agent. The
same applies if you are an officer of the
council. You just can’t do both. Unless
you are a councillor in Mendip District
Council (MDC).
In January last year we took a look at
how things were done in Mendip. At
the time two of Mendip’s councillors,
Thomas Killen and Edward Drewe, also
acted as planning agents. The
Conservative administration defended
their position. In essence this was to
ignore the LGA guidance. Since then,
things have moved on. In the 2019
election Edward Drewe lost as
councillor for Ammerdown Ward to
the Green candidate, Alison Barkshire.
But Tom Killen remains as the Mendip
councillor for Chewton Mendip and
Ston Easton Ward.
Mendip’s side
The issue seemed to have quietened
down but last month it reared its ugly
head again. Cllr Killen was listed as
agent for an application due to go
before the Planning Board meeting held
on 10 June. As a matter of record the
application was number
2020/0169/OTS for Manor Farm,
Chapel Street, Upton Noble, Shepton
Mallet, BA4 6BA. MDC issued a
statement to us when we brought this
to their attention:
There is no law or other regulation that
specifically prevents a member from acting
as agent on an application for planning
permission. This is left for each Council to
control through their own processes and
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constitution. The publication by the LGA
you refer to is for guidance only. Therefore,
individual Councils, whilst having regard to
that guidance, are not obliged to adopt the
recommendations within.
Whether to adhere to the LGA guidance
‘Probity in Planning’ was in fact discussed
by Mendip District Council’s Standards
Committee back in 2013 when the
guidance was first released. This was then
revisited at the Standards Committee in
September 2018. In summary, the
members at the 2018 meeting concluded
that:
· All elected members should be able to
take part in planning issues and those that
worked as agents should not be
discriminated against or discouraged from
standing for election.
· They felt their experience could be of
benefit to the Planning Board as a whole.
· Members were unaware of any
complaints that had been received or any
problems or issues that had arisen as a
result of members acting as planning
agents.
And on the matter of safeguarding
transparency:
· Members always declare an interest
where the need arises and that is made
very clear at all meetings. If it is a relevant
interest then they will also leave the room
when an item is being discussed.
· The Council is also required to maintain
a register of Elected Members (that is
councillors to you and me) interests and
any employment and role as a planning
agent would be disclosed through this
process.
· And finally, transparency is achieved
through decision-making which is
conducted in the public domain, so people
can listen to the consideration of the
scheme and speak for or against it, as
appropriate. Any application where a
Member is involved as an agent, would
always be considered publicly by Board,
and never delegated to an officer decision.
The minutes of the 2018 meeting, and the
discussion which took place, are available
in full on the Council’s website. As
demonstrated above, the Council has a
track record in reviewing its policy on
Councillors acting as Planning Agents every
few years, having done so in 2013 and in
2018. Prior to the coronavirus crisis, which
has been our main focus during the past
four months, the Council’s administration
was intending to look deeper at the way
the Council functions and makes decisions.
This was to include matters around
planning such as the scheme of delegation,
processes around declarations of interest
and participation on Planning Board. As

part of this review into our ways of
working, we will revisit this item again over
the next few months, once we have moved
into recovery.
From the Mendip statement issued to
us, it was clear that the new LibDem
administration in Mendip was going to
take exactly the same line as the
previous Conservative one. At least for
the time being. It is of course
disappointing to see any council
verbally sticking two fingers up to
clearly worded advice from the LGA.
Nevertheless we are bound to say that
the LGA recommendation is not legally
enforceable. Merely best practice. So,
while we cannot say MDC acted
illegally, we can question whether they
are operating to the highest ethical
standards.
But let us set that to one side and take
MDC at their word. They clearly state
that “Any application where a Member is
involved as an agent, would always be
considered publicly by Board, and never
delegated to an officer decision”.
Case study
Let us now return to the application
for which Mr Killen acted as agent.
That as we noted above came before
the planning board on 10 June. The first
thing to say is that the planning board
meeting was open to the public and
broadcast via live video. Members of
the public had an opportunity to speak.
But, what about the councillors’ verdict
on the application?
Was it discussed?
No.
Were the pros and cons weighed up in
that public meeting and a decision
reached?
No.
What actually happened was that the
chair of the meeting asked members if
they were happy to wave through three
applications, including the one we are
writing about. In other words they
were asked to accept the officer’s
recommendation. Would the person
on the fabled Clapham Omnibus think
that the actions of the planning board
qualified as “considered publicly”
I wonder?
We say
The Leveller® wishes to offer an opinion
here. This feels like a severe case of
Dominic Cummings. What Dominic
Cummings did in visiting Durham
breached the lockdown rules. The
Police confirmed hat it did not break
the law. But it did break the spirit of
the law and it left much of the
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population thinking ‘well, there’s one rule for those in power,
and another for the rest of us’.
In much the same way we argue that MDC have wilfully
disregarded clear and strongly worded advice on best practice
for councillors. It does not reflect well on the probity of the
council or of its councillors.

On Their Own
The Leveller® wanted to know if this was in fact common
practice, at least in Somerset. Do all councils simply ignore the
LGA guidance? Not at all. Sedgemoor District Council told us
“We follow the model Planning Code and can confirm that no
officer acts as a planning agent and for members we have a code
of conduct that would prevent this issue arising.”
South Somerset District Council also responded in a similar
manner telling us “Yes, we adhere to the guidance and we are not
aware of any circumstances in which officers or serving councillors
have acted as agents. In the circumstances where a member of
staff or ward member is an applicant, for commercial reasons or
for home improvements/extensions, then the matter is referred to
the relevant committee in the interests of transparency.”
Somerset West and Taunton also support the LGA guidance.
In a statement to us they said “All Officers and Members of the
Council follow the codes of conduct that can be found in the
constitution. There are no exceptions, if an officer has any personal
interest in a planning application, they are not the case officer and
have no involvement in the determination of a planning application.
Members, the Members who sit on Planning Committee and
therefore make decisions on planning applications, are asked at the
start of every committee meeting to make any declarations of
interest. This is a standard agenda item. Any declarations of interest
that are made are then recorded as part of the minutes.”

Powering local projects
In the last year Avalon Community Energy (ACE) has
celebrated a year of energy generation from its latest solar
project at Hugh Sexey C of E Middle School in Blackford. It
has also facilitated new solar panels at the Connect Centre,
Wells. ACE was set up in 2014 as a community-owned
cooperative to manage local solar power projects. Its work is
all funded through share issues to the public locally. So far it
estimates that the installations in two schools and one in a
business park are saving a total of 70 tonnes of carbon
emissions a year.
More recently ACE teamed up with IDDEA to launch Solar
Streets. The idea being Solar Streets is to help make the
installation of rooftop solar panels more affordable for
householders.
ACE directors would like to hear from people with ideas for
large-scale solar projects that could contribute to a new
Somerset-wide community energy organisation.

All change Somerton?
As The Leveller® went to press we heard news of some
changes at Somerton Town Council. The Town Council has
not held virtual meetings, as many others have done, during
the pandemic. Instead they have relied on the clerk to make
decisions. Now however, with a first video meeting planned,
the clerk, Jude Raybould has handed in her resignation.
The Town Council will be starting their recruitment process
for a new clerk in the next week.
In the meantime that first video meeting on 14 July has one big
decisions to make. Whether or not to allow a grant
application for £150,000 from the Kirkham Field Trustees.

Battens Solicitors
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“Fixing a hole where the rain gets in” by Hattie Bowler
If bodies as diverse as the Adam Smith
Institute, The Chartered Institute of
Public Finance Accountants and the
Association of Directors of Adult Social
Care can all agree there’s a massive
problem, then it is probably safe to
conclude there is a massive problem.
The crisis in adult social care has been
brought into sharp relief by the
COVID-19 pandemic. The fact that
governments involving all three major
parties have sat on their hands and
failed to find a solution since the start
of this century speaks volumes. It is
complicated. But, what everyone seems
to agree on is that a solution is now
urgent.
Public Finance, the journal of CIPFA
reported last month that: “146 local
authorities in England with adult social
care responsibility, found that the
pandemic has made ‘extremely fragile’
care markets even more susceptible to
market failure – with 96% of respondents
saying they lacked necessary funding.”
We asked Somerset County Council
(SCC) about their experience of the
pandemic. We have already reported
on the unnecessarily complex lines of
communication for reporting deaths
and outbreaks in our care homes. And
there were initially problems with PPE.
This was because pandemic planning
assumed it would be flu and hence
largely hospital based, so PPE
emergency stocks were held centrally
for the NHS, and not locally with
councils.
An SCC spokesperson confirmed that
they had provided around £6m in PPE
to care homes and other settings – but
mainly care homes. They also noted
that they had given a 7% increase in
funds to care home providers just
ahead of Coronavirus hitting as part of
a South West-wide approach to social
care. On top of that, central
government gave SCC around £25m to
cope with the crisis and they passed on
to care home providers a three-month
10% increase – £1m a month – to

support them/increase resilience.
The total budget for Adult Social Care
in Somerset is reckoned to be around
£140m. But this is not a figure that will
stand still. Although the population
across the UK is ageing, it is ageing
much faster in Somerset as the county
becomes, increasingly, a retirement
home for Britain.
And Public Finance also reported that
“analysis commissioned by Adass and the
Local Government Association found that
the sector may face more than £6.6bn in
additional costs by the end of September,
as a result of the pandemic. Adass
president James Bullion said the
government must “seize the opportunity”
to reform and reset social care, as part of
its post COVID-19 recovery.”
CIPFA chief executive Rob Whiteman
was quoted as saying “Social care has
undoubtedly been the forgotten front line
in this pandemic. While the NHS received
immediate financial support in the form of
£6.6bn from the Emergency Fund, and
carte blanche on spending, funding for
social care remains the burden of already
hard-pressed local government. An already
over-stretched and under-resourced social
care sector has been placed under
incredible strain, the effects of which are
going to be felt for years to come.”
Others have a view
And right on cue the Adam Smith
Institute published a paper written by
Eamonn Butler and Paul Saper, “Fixing
Social Care”, last month. They also
accepted the status quo was
unsustainable recommending that: “If
we want to address the deficiencies in
long-term care provision, avoid future
crises and ensure equitable care for all, we
need to accept the following realities and
steps:
● Huge new investment in care homes is
needed. This is unlikely to come from
public budgets. Therefore, we propose
a new mechanism to bring in longterm investors, helping create better
quality, better value partnerships in
more up-to-date facilities.

Et Tu Brute?
Beware the Kalends of July! Or to be
precise 6 Kalends July. Let us tell you a
story of not quite Shakespearean
proportions! To start with we need to
focus in on the Seven Principles of
Public Life (also known as the Nolan
Principles). These apply to anyone who
works as a public office-holder. They
are especially pertinent to those who
lead our public authorities.
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● Future sustainability and pressures on
public funding, now greatly
exacerbated by the COVID-19
pandemic, require new ways of
enabling those individuals and families
who can make greater provision
themselves to do so. This could involve
insurance or personal care savings
accounts and other options.
● To make insurance viable and
affordable to the many, the state
should pick up the ‘long-tail’ costs of
those needing many years of care.
Involving insurers would also put
pressure on providers to restructure
and deliver better value for money.
● Older people enjoy a number of
dedicated benefits, some starting even
before they reach pensionable age.
Making public care budgets
sustainable will mean older but
wealthier people making more of a
contribution to their own generation’s
care costs.
● Public funding and long-term care
budgets should give much higher
priority to younger adults with physical
disabilities, mental health or learning
problems, whose needs have long been
under-resourced.
● Local authority-funded care at home
focuses on price, not quality. It should
instead embrace new providers who
have developed better delivery
technologies, integration with
healthcare, and training and
recruitment of carers.
● A more rational and affordable care
system will involve disrupting the
market, but will deliver better supply,
sustainability and fairness in a more
functional system. Without a radical
overhaul of provision, increases in
public funding will not avoid future
crises.”
Wherever we do go from here,
something will have to change. It is
becoming apparent that it will no
longer be good enough to sit on our
hands and hope the problem goes
away.

by the editor

If you are not familiar with the seven,
here they are:
Selflessness
Integrity
Objectivity
Accountability
Openness
Honesty
Leadership

Far be it from us to highlight which ones,
but arguably at least three of these
principles come into play in our
story. We could hardly suggest, in the
middle of the pandemic that the incident
that follows is of earth
shattering importance. It is however an
indication of what is lacking as much as
what is good in the conduct of public life
in Somerset.
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The facts as related by David Fothergill, Leader of Somerset
County Council, are as follows.
On the 12th June during Any Other Business at the joint
Somerset County and District Leaders meeting, Mr Fothergill,
asked a question. He asked if the District Leaders would
continue to support him as Chair of the Heart of the South
West Joint Committee. This is a body comprising all the
councils of Devon and Somerset including the unitary
authorities in Torbay and Plymouth and the National Parks.
Mr Forthergill has led the organisation since its inception. At
the 12th June meeting he made it clear that without the
support of the Somerset Districts, he felt he would not want
to put himself forward again. SSDC Leader, Val Keitch clearly
confirmed to all that she supported Mr Fothergill. As did the
other Leaders.
So it was something of a surprise that on 26th June (6 Kalends
July in the Roman calendar) at the meeting, Val Keitch put
herself forward as chair. Mr Fothergill states that he had no
prior notification from Val Keitch, neither did the monitoring
officer. However true to his word, not having the support of
at least one District, he did not put himself forward. What
the others thought about this can be seen by what happened
next. Cllr Keitch was the sole candidate. However of the 13
authorities with a vote, only 6 voted for her.
We asked Cllr Keitch for a response. Having initially declined
to comment, on seeing the final article we were due to
publish she offered us this statement: In response to the issues
you raise, the 12th June was the date of the meeting of the
Somerset Leaders. The only councillors present were the four
district leaders and the Leader of the County Council.
Councillor Fothergill raised the issue of the chairing of the Heart of
South West joint committee. He asked if the Somerset District
Leaders would support his continuing to Chair the committee.

No such undertaking was given by me or anyone else at that
meeting. I am very clear that I gave no such undertaking.
The Chairperson of the HOTSW Joint committee is elected by
leaders of the 18 member councils. Any council leader is free to
stand. I did not put myself forward but was nominated and
seconded by other leaders from within both Somerset and Devon.
At the point of the vote there were no other candidates for the role
I am pleased that the Chair remains with a Somerset authority. I
will ensure that I fulfil the role in the best interest of all the
communities represented in the Heart of the South West Region.
The specific focus must be on obtaining government support for
our region to recover from Coronavirus pandemic, securing
investment in getting our economy started again and in particular
ensure we build back better with a greener economy that works
for everyone.

33

Somerset News

Short Memories by the editor
It is barely six years since the waters subsided from the
Levels after the devastating floods of 2012-2014. Yet
politicians do not, it seems, have very long memories.
Taunton MP, Rebecca Pow whose constituency includes many
of the areas worst hit by the floods is no exception.
During the floods residents of the Levels called for dredging
to be carried out after the Environment Agency (EA) had
given up on it. In an exclusive from The Leveller® in 2014, we
revealed that not only did the EA have no intention of
dredging, but they had sold all their dredging equipment off.
That was then.
Benefits of dredging
Since 2014 the EA, working with the newly formed Somerset
Rivers Authority, has dredged the River Parrett system
regularly and carried out major improvements to the capacity
of the River Sowy too. As a result, the floods that have
happened since have been carefully managed and done little
damage.
Now Rebecca Pow is saying dredging is simply not
economically viable. And what she thinks today really matters
as she is the Minister responsible. While she acknowledges
the progress made in the River Parrett basin, residents of the
Levels have seen this all before.
The last paragraph of her statement sounds encouraging. At
least new ideas are being trialled in Somerset. But if the
Minister considers dredging is not economically viable, we are
heading right back to the same place we were in 2012. The
Leveller® simply asks whether lives have to be lost before this
Conservative government will take flooding seriously?
Washing their hands?
In a written statement in reply to the MP for Tewkesbury this
is what the Taunton MP had to say…
The Environment Agency (EA) refers to dredging as the
removal of accumulated material in a river. It is often done to
maintain channel conveyance and ensure water can flow
freely. Dredging also includes ‘de-silting’ which removes
material like gravel or soil washed into rivers, as well as rocks
and plant life.
To protect people and properties from flooding the EA
prioritises activities that achieve the greatest benefit.
Dredging and clearing channels are important parts of the
EA’s maintenance regime when they improve the channel’s
ability to carry increased river flows and manage flood risk.
Over each of the past three years the EA has spent between
£45 million and £55 million per year on channel maintenance,
and between £5 million and £11 million of that is spent on
dredging.
In 2010, the EA carried out a comprehensive series of trials
to review and update the understanding of the benefits and
effectiveness of dredging. It showed dredging can reduce
flood risk, but its effectiveness and value-for-money varies
significantly depending on location. Historic records and
modelling also show that dredging in some locations can
increase erosion and flood risk for communities downstream.
Since then, further studies such as the Thames bathymetry
review have validated the results of the 2010 trials. In many
cases, rivers naturally and quickly return to their pre-dredged
state. Therefore any flood risk benefits are so short
lived that the work cannot be economically justified.
The Somerset Rivers Authority and internal drainage boards
(IDBs) have trialled alternative methods for dredging. These
included both cutter suction and water injection dredging,
and a full-scale 5km trial using water injection dredging on
the River Parrett. The trials demonstrated some potential to
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MP comes unstuck over
directorships again
On 18 June the House of Commons Committee on Standards
published a report on Marcus Fysh, MP for Yeovil. The report
dealt with the failure of Mr Fysh to update his Parliamentary
Register of Interests to include unpaid directorships in five
companies, although it noted that his shareholdings had been
registered. The Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards has
investigated the issue but had received a lot of push back from
the MP for Yeovil. So the Committee on Standards had to
review the case and reach a verdict on Mr Fysh, the missing
directorships and the work of the Commissioner for
Standards.
Regular readers of The Leveller® will be familiar with the long
saga of Marcus Fysh, MP for Yeovil and West Sea Investments.
In the past we have run articles about Mr Fysh filing accounts
late, filing incorrect accounts and on several occasions being
obliged to refile corrected versions. On six occasions between
August 2018 and July 2019 incorrect accounts have been filed
and had to be replaced with amended accounts.
Report findings
But what about those missing directorships not listed in the
Register of Members’ Interests? The Committee on Standards
had some choice words for the MP for Yeovil not just about
his attitude to declaring his interests but also his attitude to
the House of Commons officials:
The Commissioner found that Mr Fysh acted in breach of
paragraph 14 of the Code of Conduct in three respects. She found
that:
A registration of changes to London Wessex Ltd, Wessex
Investments Proprietary Ltd and London Wessex Brands Ltd, in
which Mr Fysh had registered shares, was not made within the 28
days required (the changes were registered 234, 148 and 140 days
late respectively);
Mr Fysh did not register his unpaid directorships of these three
companies and of two others in the Wessex Investment Proprietary
Group, which later became Samfire Proprietary Ltd;
and Mr Fysh failed to declare his and his brother’s unpaid
directorships to the two select committees when he joined them
But the report went much further. The Committee found that
it "does not believe that Mr Fysh acted in bad faith. He
exercised his right as a Member to express disagreement with the
Commissioner’s interpretation of the rules and bring the matter
before the Committee.”
However, it also notes that Mr Fysh adopted a deprecatory
and, at points, patronising tone towards the
Commissioner and the Registrar which was unacceptable,
as were his unfounded questions about their objectivity.”
reduce costs of dredging in tidal rivers. The Environment
Agency uses the results of such trials and studies to decide
where and how dredging will be effective, on a case-by-case
basis.
The Minister will certainly have a queue of people waiting to
talk to her. David Warburton MP for Somerton & Frome
commented “I certainly have various concerns about this and look
forward to talking them through with Rebecca Pow”. Meanwhile,
Somerset County Council Cabinet Member David Hall
echoed the sentiment: “I sincerely hope this is a case of the
Minister failing to exercise sufficient care in her choice of words. I
share David Warburton’s concerns and would welcome an early
discussion with Rebecca Pow.” This will no doubt rumble on a
lot longer yet.
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Nothing to declare
- or not as the case may be
This month we continue our series on councils and
councillors’ interests. We are looking at whether our
councillors remember to declare their interests in companies
they are connected to. Or not. So far we have written about
Somerset West & Taunton, and Mendip. This month we
write about Sedgemoor.
We identified the following councillors who appeared not to
have declared their interests and we asked Sedgemoor to
respond and tell us whether the declaration was complete or
not or we’d got the wrong end of the stick?
Paul Fineran (Ind) Cheddar and Shipham
He had not declared that he was director and secretary of
Recording Systems Ltd (Company number 03674341). He
also owns 100% of the shares which should also be on his
interests form.
Sedgemoor response: Not declared because Recording Systems Ltd
ceased trading on 31 March 2017 and has not traded since. The
member has been advised to declare it anyway as still on
Companies House.
Li Gibson (Lab) Bridgwater Eastover
She had not declared a directorship of Homes In Sedgemoor
Limited (05596060).
Sedgemoor response: Appointed by this Council. Declaration
requires updating.
Graham Godwin-Pearson (Con) Axevale
He is a director of, and shareholder in, Godwin Pearson Ltd
(07663862).
Sedgemoor response: Declared under employment. Not required
to be declared under securities as outside of Sedgemoor.
His is also a Director, Company Secretary and shareholder in
3 Howard Road Westbury Park Management Limited
(03332473).
Sedgemoor response: Not required to be declared as outside
district of Sedgemoor.

Mark Healey (Con) Puriton and Woolavington
He has not declared his directorship in Firemark Education
C.I.C. (08815287).
Sedgemoor response: The company is registered in London so
appears to be no requirement to declare.
Stuart Kingham (Con) West Polden
He is both a director in and 50% shareholder of Woodbuild
Homes Limited (03789736).
Sedgemoor response: Not declared, member advised to update.
Alan Matthews (Con) Burnham & Highbridge Marine
Company Secretary in Westhill Farm Caravan Park Ltd
(08444050).
Sedgemoor response: Dormant company and only required to
declare if for profit or gain or shares in company. Not a
shareholder.

Tony Grimes (Con)
Berrow
Mr Grimes (pictured) had not
declared a directorship in
Somerset Building
Preservation Trust
(02319737).
Sedgemoor response: Appointed
by Council. Member to update.

Still no word from South Somerset
We still await a response from South Somerset. Regular
readers may recall that they decided, bizarrely, to treat our
request for information as a complaint. I should add that no
other council responded to us in this fashion. This is what they
said: “This will need to be treated as a complaint to the monitoring
officer. As such we have forwarded the message to the officer and
you will receive a response in due course.” South Somerset
operates in a surreal world. Why a press request for
information should be a complaint is not clear. Nor is the
definition of “in due course”. Especially as the email referring
the complaint to the Monitoring Officer was dated 5 February
(some six weeks before the pandemic – though no doubt that
will be used as an excuse).
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Pull up to the bumper baby
Parking near to schools is an issue. Just
ask the neighbours! It is bad enough
with junior and secondary schools and
academies; here the problem tends to
be around drop-off and pick-up times.
Bad and inconsiderate parking can be a
blight for those living in the streets
around schools. But when it comes to
colleges, the problem is much worse.
Many of the students will drive their
own cars, so they will be parked
throughout the college day, not just at
drop-off and pick-up times. A badly
parked car can be a nightmare.
The job of policing on-street parking
falls between the two stools of
Somerset County Council (SCC) and, if
the car is parked in such a way as to
cause a road traffic offence, the police.
However the SCC enforcement
officers tend to focus on town centres
and the Police, well they are pretty
busy with other things. So trying to get
enforcement action for badly parked
cars around school and college sites is
difficult.
One resident who lives near to Richard
Huish College had endured, what he
considered to be, too much. So he
wrote to the College asking for
information under the Freedom of
Information Act. Partly to find out what
the college knew about poor parking
and the number of private cars being
used by their students (as one can
never be sure if the car belongs to a
student or not, and if so which college
they are at) and partly to find out what
if anything they were doing about it.
The request included asking for
minutes of governors' meetings where
parking issues had been discussed,
details of complaints received by the
college about parking, and a log of calls
to the Police about inconsiderate and
illegal parking by students.
Full transparency?
Quite a bit of information? True. But
we should point out that the author of
these requests also suggested three
possible (positive) things the college
might do to mitigate the problem. The
College did not appear to appreciate
the requests for information. Chunks of
information were withheld and the
College pretty much declared the three
separate requests for information to be
vexatious. To be precise, in September
last year the Chair of the Governors
wrote stating “The College, in all
reasonableness, has responded to your
three FOI requests and taken steps to
consider your concerns. The College will
not respond to any further FOI requests or
correspondence concerning the parking of
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student cars. Our view is that you have
made excessive demands on College time
by frequent, lengthy and complicated
requests that are not within the
responsibility or scope of the College,
making substantially the same points each
time.” Fair enough, excepting that
several chunks of information
requested had still not been supplied.
But not all members of the public are
easily browbeaten by those in
authority. He launched a complaint
with the Information Commissioners
Office (ICO) and last month received a
full vindication of his position.
Taking it further
As the ICO’s investigation noted “As a
result of the complainant’s complaint to
the Commissioner, the College
reconsidered its response to the requests.
On 22 May 2020 it wrote to the
complainant again and released further
information that is relevant to his
requests.”
But a complaint is a complaint and the
ICO issued a Decision Notice about
the performance of Richard Huish
College. That decision was
straightforward and it reads as follows:
The College breached section 10(1) of the
FOIA as it did not communicate to the
complainant all the relevant information it
holds within 20 working days of receiving
the requests.
The ICO also made a number of
recommendations for the College
including:
1.
The Commissioner recognises
that some public authorities,
particularly smaller ones, may not deal
with many FOIA requests. They may
not therefore build up experience in
handling them. However, all staff
members likely to deal with such
requests should receive appropriate
training.
2.
The Commissioner advises the
College to refresh itself on the Code of
Practice’s recommendations on internal
reviews.
3.
The Commissioner reminds
the College that if its publication
scheme states that it will pro-actively
publish certain information – for
example meeting minutes – it should
ensure that that information is indeed
pro-actively published.
Meanwhile as we had asked about the
whereabouts of the travel plan, Richard
Huish College told us that “the College
was asked to produce one in 2011 as part
of a planning consent for a new building.
Whilst there is no statutory requirement
for the College to have a travel plan we
have committed to review this document

when practically possible. Given the COVID19 pandemic there are no immediate plans
for this review until later this year.”
Which is at least a sign of some positive
progress.

Statement from David Griffin,
Richard Huish College
Chair of Governors

We are aware that student parking has
become an issue in the streets near our
college. As we are based in a largely
residential area, maintaining good
relations with our neighbours is a high
priority for us. With this in mind, Richard
Huish College will be reconsidering a
travel plan during the course of this
academic year, which will address the
general issue of parking. Additionally, we
always talk to students during induction
about expectations of behaviour and we
issue regular reminders about behaving
considerately.
However, dealing with illegal parking is
solely a Police concern and as such our
local PCSOs have confirmed that they are
very happy to resolve any issue of this
nature. It is not sensible or practical for
the college to deal with complaints about
off-site parking, as it is impossible to
verify the legitimacy of the complaint and
establish whether the car is parked either
inconsiderately or illegally. We would
instead always urge residents to contact
the Police, who have the correct
expertise and authority to resolve this.
The college has responded to this
resident’s complaints very reasonably;
considering he has made huge demands
on our time with frequent, lengthy and
complicated FOI requests that are not
within the responsibility or scope of the
college. His complaint was not fully
upheld, we made minor technical
breaches which in fact would be difficult
and very time heavy to rectify.
Most recently he requested that the
governors consider a change to student
enrolment conditions, so that private cars
being used onsite or offsite have to be
registered with the college. However, the
level of resources required to put this in
place given that there are nearly 300 staff,
2,600 students and several hundred
visitors using the site, each potentially
using multiple vehicles, is beyond our
resourcing capability.
We hope that we can now draw a line
under this matter. As a college, we are
very proud of our good links with the
community; particularly in providing adult
education and the wider use of our
facilities to local residents, and we look
forward to continuing with this in the
future.

Business News

Legally Speaking by Catherine Murton (Partner & Head of Private Clients, Pardoes Solicitors)
We are a long way from getting back to
normal, indeed we are told that this is the
new ‘normal’, but it has been lovely to be
able to meet up with family and friends, even
huddled under a blanket in the garden or
walking two metres apart by the sea. For me,
and others I’m sure, it has been a period of
reflection. We all lead such busy lives and
some things are just taken for granted, like getting a haircut
or being able to pop into a shop and browse for the items we
want but, most of all, I think I have always just enjoyed the
company of those that I love without ever considering what it
would be like if I was kept apart from them.
The media has been full of lovely pictures and stories of
reunions and I have enjoyed seeing the tearful grandparents
hugging little ones and the residents of care homes meeting
family members in marquees in the garden. My reflection on
the enforced separation of families and friends has not only
made me realise how very fortunate I am but it has also made
me think more about how it is for those that live by
themselves all of the time, particularly the elderly who may of
outlived their nearest and dearest. For them the isolation,
loneliness and frustration that we have all experienced, at
least in part, during lockdown is something they have
endured over a much longer period than a few months and
they will continue to endure indefinitely.
If a positive can be found to the pandemic I believe it is the
re-establishment of neighbourhoods and communities. From
the clapping for the NHS on a Thursday evening, which
became as much about supporting one another as it did for
recognising the amazing NHS keyworkers, to shopping for

those that were shielding or just chatting over the fence to
people that have lived in such close proximity for years and yet
we have never got to really know. These are things that we
must hold on to and develop.
For an elderly person living alone contact with a neighbour,
even for five minutes to say hello, can raise spirits and hugely
improve the quality of life for that person. Collecting a few
groceries when doing your own weekly shop isn’t a great
inconvenience but it could save someone elderly or vulnerable
making a bus trip or, worse still, going without necessities. The
relationships and support networks that we have developed in
lockdown are invaluable to all of us as a Community.
Pardoes Solicitors strives to be part of that local community.
In the temporary absence of our free legal clinics we have
developed podcasts on various burning topics (the first one has
even been downloaded in Australia), we have re-opened our
Yeovil and Bridgwater offices to clients with strict social
distancing procedures to protect both clients and staff and we
are using video conferencing, email, telephone consultations
and socially distanced home visits (which should more
correctly be described as garden visits!) to help our clients
access legal advice.
If any of the team at Pardoes can help you, a friend or
neighbour, then please do let us know. We hope that our
latest initiatives have made legal services more readily available
to everyone. The elderly are often particularly concerned
about seeking advice when on a limited budget but our initial
consultations are free of charge and there is no obligation to
instruct us to act. I can be contacted on 01935 382680 or,
alternatively, at catherine.murton@pardoes.co.uk. Please do
get in touch.
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Lindseys Lines by Lindsey Wright
Furlough scheme starts to unwind

Business Woman in the news
The National Business Women's Awards are looking forward
to a celebration of entrepreneurial success following an
unexpected benefit from the pandemic lockdown. With many
businesses forced to close down and business leaders left with
time of their hands, entries to the Awards increased by 37%!
Awards Director, Damian Cummins told us "We are
overwhelmed by the sheer number and quality of entries from
across the UK and look forward to a fabulous evening
celebrating their achievements. We'll certainly be ready for
some positive news by then."
On Friday 20th November, the 2020 finalists will come
together to enjoy a glitzy Gala Awards Final at the Copthorne
Tara Hotel in Kensington, London and celebrate their
successes.
Nominated
We’re sad to report that this did not result in a big bonus for
Somerset’s finest business women. Which makes the
achievement of Karen Atkinson from MindfulnessUK all the
more noteworthy as she was the only nominee from our
county.
Karen is nominated for two awards, as Business Woman of
the Year – in the Micro Business category and as Southern
England Business Woman of the Year.
Her company is based in Taunton and describes itself as “a
leading Mindfulness and Compassion Teacher Training
Organisation in the UK and Europe, teaching accredited and
regulated qualification courses online”. In other words
working to improve mental health whether in the workplace
or elsewhere.
The awards final will take place on Friday 20th November
2020 at Copthorne Tara Hotel, Kensington at 6:30pm. As the
Awards organisers say, “it is a huge achievement to become a
finalist and are looking forward to announcing the winners at
our Awards Final.” And we wish Karen every success on the
night.
HB

The furlough scheme instituted by Chancellor Rishi Sunak has
helped many businesses scrape through closure during the
lockdown. But that scheme, more correctly known as the
Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme (CJRS), is soon to be
phased out. Gradually. And, with changes coming, it is best to
start planning ahead.
The first change is increasing the generosity of the scheme.
From the first of this month the scheme will allow workers to
be furloughed part time. But there is a catch. And I’m afraid
that boat has already sailed. If you didn’t have staff furloughed
prior to 10 June, then they will not be eligible to be furloughed
part time. For those staff who are furloughed part time,
employers will be required to pay for the cost of the time staff
are working. A grant will still be available for the cost of their
furloughed hours.
It does seem sensible that as the country moves back towards
full-time working, the scheme should adjust to help business
move in that direction. Equally it would only seem right that as
businesses start to trade and aim to get back to somewhere
close to where they were before, they should bear some of
the tax burden.
Changes coming
So, while you can furlough staff part time from 1 July, more
changes are coming from 1 August. From 1 August onwards,
the CJRS will no longer cover the cost of employers’ National
Insurance nor pension contributions applicable to the grant.
However as before the CJRS grant will be based on the same
premise, the employee must be paid the lesser of 80% of
reference salary or £2,500 per month. After August the
government contribution to the 80% of reference salary is
being reduced as the scheme starts to wind down.
From 1 September the CJRS will pay 70% of wages, while
employers will take on the other 10%. You should note that it
will not be acceptable for the employer to reduce employees’
wages below the 80% of reference salary. To qualify for the
70% grant, the employer must pay the other 10%. Similarly,
from 1 October the CJRS will pay 60% of wages, while
employers will take on the other 20%.
An accountant writes
The Institute of Chartered Accountants of England and Wales
(ICAEW) is headed by Michael Izza. He hailed the move as “a
bold decision that will sustain many thousands of viable businesses
until the prospective arrival of better times. It will help protect
millions of jobs which might otherwise be lost, at an incalculable
social and economic cost. Looking ahead it is sensible that the
scheme should incorporate greater flexibility to stay in step with the
government’s strategy for a phased national recovery. Allowing
companies to bring staff back into full-time working in stages will
avoid a dangerous ‘cliff-edge’, but this must not create complexity
and an administrative burden on business. ICAEW looks forward to
working with HM Treasury and HMRC as they consider how to
implement these changes.”
That takes things through to the end of October. This is, for
now, the full extent of the CJRS and
the 31 October is expected to see
the end of the scheme. That said, a
lot could change between now and
then and nothing is quite, what one
might describe as, certain. But for
now, this is what we should plan for.
Lindsey Wright is a partner in
Accounting Angels of Somerton
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CPRE SOMERSET: PLANNER
CPRE Somerset, the countryside charity, works for a thriving
Somerset countryside that enriches all our lives. We are
looking for a qualified and experienced Planner to join our
small team. This role offers flexible, home-working and the
Planner would operate on a part-time, self-employed basis
providing a service to our charity. The work will include:
● helping local communities and volunteers to respond to
development proposals
● monitoring planning applications and responding to those
that meet the tests for CPRE involvement
● representing our charity at planning committees, appeals
and public inquiries
● responding to local and national policy and planning
consultations
● delivering training for volunteers and community groups
This is a great opportunity for the right candidate to make a
significant contribution to our charity’s work and to the future
of Somerset’s landscapes and our rural communities.
The successful applicant will be paid a maximum monthly fee
(to be negotiated). We anticipate the work to take no more
than 12 hours a week; hours can be worked at times to suit.
More information about the work of our charity can be found
at www.cpresomerset.org.uk and you can find out more about
CPRE generally at the national website at www.cpre.org.uk
Applicants should visit www.cpresomerset.org.uk to download
an application pack and are invited to contact the Chairman of
CPRE Somerset, Prof Chris Lewis CBE, for an informal
discussion (07469 958430)
To apply, please send a CV and covering letter to
admin@cpresomerset.org.uk by Friday 7 August 2020

Is there a journalist in you
Itching to get out?
Contact us:
levellereditor@gmail.com
We offer 2 week internships.
See if this really is the stuff you are made of?
All social distancing protocols
will be followed throughout
You’ll see how a newspaper is put together
You’ll have the opportunity to join in.
To write your own piece for The Leveller®
Don’t prevaricate - give it a go!
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My Somerset Home by Hattie Bowler
The choice is yours!

Shop Local - Shop for Somerset
The Leveller® says: If we are to recover the economy, we will
do it best by building from the bottom up. Many of us have
rediscovered local shopping during the lockdown.
This is a habit we must all try to continue. Putting money into
our local economy is good for our local businesses.
Remember those butchers who had meat when the
supermarkets were stripped bare, the bakers who had flour
for sale when there was none to be had elsewhere?
Somerset is awash with fine antique shops, galleries and art
shops. You want to jolly up your home after staring at the
same four walls for three months of lockdown? You can do
that well without straying beyond the county boundary.
Money spent in Somerset, builds the Somerset economy, for
the future for our children and their future.
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If we didn’t before (and I think we did), now we understand
better than ever the importance of paying tax. Tax pays for
the NHS. Tax is what stands between us and catastrophe the
next time we suffer a major pandemic. Tax pays for the
doctors, nurses, ventilators and emergency Nightingale
hospitals. The pandemic has driven many people to shop
online. Perhaps that is no bad thing. But shopping online does
not have to be at the expense of shopping local. Nor does it
have to be at the expense of shopping with honest companies
that pay tax.
When we shop online, just as when we go to shops, we have a
choice. We can buy from companies that pay tax, or we can
buy from companies that avoid paying tax. Let us start by
looking at books. After all it was selling books that was the
original sole purpose of Amazon, the US giant that dominates
our online shopping.
As The Leveller® recently pointed out in an article, Amazon
protest long and loud about the amount of PAYE and VAT
they pay. This does not compensate for the fact that Amazon
uses aggressive corporation tax avoidance measures such as
transfer pricing and routing transactions through low tax
areas. As a result of not having to pay the same tax as others,
they may be able to sell books slightly cheaper. The Leveller®
asks you why not buy from someone who doesn’t go out of
their way to avoid paying tax? Obviously, the best option is to
go to a local book shop and browse (have you tried Bailey Hill
Bookshop in Castle Cary for instance or the Snug Bookshop
in Bridgwater). But some independents – local booksellers
such as Brendon Books in Taunton – also let you buy online.
The latter sold books online and via click and collect
throughout the pandemic. Others like Hunting Raven in
Frome will order the book in for you if they don’t have it in
stock and deliver for free within a 2 mile radius.
Make the choice… while you still have one
But even some big chains offer an alternative to Amazon. Take
Waterstones, the UK book chain. They too have a decent
online book service – with a wide range too. Waterstones
Booksellers Limited are a UK company that do not do tax
avoidance. Their 2019 accounts show that they paid £4m tax
on pre tax profit of £27.7m (that is paying the full tax due but
for the purposes of this article I’m not going to go into a
detailed explanation of how that works!). You can buy an
awful lot of ventilators, PPE and nurse and doctor time with
£4m.
So the next time you buy a book, don’t take the easy option.
Last month our book for the reading group I belong to was
Look Homeward, Angel. I tracked it down on Amazon for
£8.19. By way of an experiment I opened up a Waterstones
account to buy the book through them. I had to pay quite a bit
more, at £9.99. But I knew that having bought that book
around £1.50 would be paid by Waterstones in Corporation
Tax, as against £0.00 with Amazon. So I bought a book, it cost
me a bit extra but I gave money to the NHS via taxation.
The lesson to me was that, even if time is a scarce resource
and you want to buy online, don’t just head for the serial tax
avoiders. Buy from those who pay tax online.
And of course, if you possibly can, buy local first.
Buy local and online second.
If that doesn’t work buy from a business that pays all of its
taxes, not just the ones that suit it.
If we all do our bit we can keep the NHS funded so the next
time there’s a crisis, they will still be there for us.

My Somerset Home
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My Somerset Home

A detached 1960's bungalow occupying a very pleasant position
along this quiet no through lane, ideal project to improve/extend.
The bungalow offers nice size living accommodation including sitting
room, kitchen/dining room, two bedrooms and bathroom. There is a
large open attic area with windows to each gable end, this room
would suit conversion to additional bedrooms and bathroom subject
to the usual planning and building regulations. The property requires
general updating throughout. Outside there are attractive private
gardens, parking, car port and garage. The property is also offered
for sale with no forward chain.

Guide price £295,000
Contact GeorgeJames Properties
01458 274153
somerton@georgejames.properties
www.georgejames.properties
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A two bedroom semi-detached house built of natural stone close to the centre of this sought after market town. Further
accommodation comprises kitchen/breakfast room, lounge, cloakroom, en-suite shower room, bathroom, low maintenance
garden and allocated parking. Benefits include gas central heating and double glazing.

Price £199,950 freehold
To view contact English Homes on 01458 252530 or sales@english-homes.co.uk
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So after three months you still haven’t repainted? by Hattie Bowler
I like my house. But then again I am not usually in it
24 hours a day. After three months of staring at the
same four walls of the same four rooms, I am
starting to tire of the colours. I now realise that the
reason we tend to redecorate every two to three
years as opposed to every two to three months, is
simply a function of the amount of time we spend
indoors.
Now it may be true that life is on the cusp of change,
but it may not. And the DIY stores have been open
for a few weeks and I confess I was down there like
a shot at the first opportunity. And in Somerset there is
always a local quality DIY store to hand so you can buy local
too!
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Armed with a little more time than I usually have
available I even tried two tone. Not terribly
adventurous, but a pale grey and white in two
horizontal bands across the dining room worked rather
well. Much to my surprise! Even though I needed
several goes to get the straight line straight. If you see
what I mean.
Short on ideas I scanned the advice online and came
across the idea that I should use colours I like for
clothes. One burnt sienna
bedroom later and I think I’m
happy. But in case of lingering doubt,
I can always s repaint in another 3
months.

My Somerset Home
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At The Farm Gate

Guy the Grape by Guy Smith

By Helen Walker
I hope that you are all staying safe and well during these
unprecedented times. As I have mentioned before, day to day
farm work continues here as it always has. Today Graham
and Joe will take 2 sheep for slaughter. This has changed a
little from the usual routine as there is now a health
questionnaire for Graham in addition to that of the sheep!
Old habits die hard, as there is now no unloading first and
then going to the office to do paperwork. All paperwork has
to be done first. Only one person into the office at one time
and there is now a Perspex screen to contend with. The
slaughterhouse is working flat out and you have to join a
waiting list, rather than booking animals in at your own
convenience.
Research by the Farm Retail Association during the first 7
weeks of the lock down showed that 92% of farm shops
surveyed said they had seen a significant rise in new
customers. Our own shop figures would agree with that
survey. We have seen many more new faces even though we
are now only open on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays.
Shopping habits seem to have changed for the time being, it
will be interesting to see how they will continue as the year
progresses.
Embraced
We have embraced the 2 metre rule with gusto and a large
ship’s bell outside for you to announce your presence. Only
one person into the shop at any one time and I am shut off at
one end by a table! Not very high tech, but it works, with lots
and lots of hand washing. Most of the bread and milk is
ordered and there are some lovely things from the A303
bakery such as enormous French Sticks, croissants and sticky
iced buns, none of which we have previously dealt with! The
Sausage Shed brings sausages (funnily enough!) as our pigs are
still not big enough to go, even though they are eating copious
quantities of garden weeds and apple cores. The Fine Tuned
Brewery from Somerton deliver ale fresh from the cask on a
Thursday. You have to order with us by Wednesday
lunchtime if you want some (It comes in a box - 9 pint
minimum).
By the time you are reading this Saturday 4th July will have
come and gone. This is the date on which we can start
serving cream teas. It seems a little strange not to have
started at Easter but we can now go ahead. We will be
keeping 2 metres between groups of people and picnic
benches are now placed around the garden and in the tunnel.
Our normal tea house can only house one family safely but I
think it will be much more interesting to eat scones under an
apple tree or next to a pond. I do hope so anyway!

Somerset Wine?
We are not alone…..

Helen Walker and husband Graham own School Farm and the
farm shop at Muchelney which you can contact on 01458 251 127

I am aware that I mention our neighbours far too infrequently
in my wine column. Currently Somerset isn’t the first name of
people’s lips when they talk about the revolution in English
Wine. This has nothing to do with the quality of what we
produce, it’s simply because we are all small family owned
producers who don’t really make enough wine to trouble the
various wine writers. But, to use a cliché ( Sorry Ed) we do
punch well above our weight in terms of glowing critics
reviews and medals in various wine competitions.
Our history goes back to the Roman era with vine pruning
hooks and grape pollen found in archaeological digs that show
that there was wine making during the Roman Era and we
know of several important vineyards during Saxon times.
Somerset was certainly at the forefront of the revival of
English Wine in the 1970’s with vineyards such as Wraxall,
Pilton and slightly later, Oatley. They were recognised as being
some of the best in
the country which
was due to the
excellent climate and
relatively low rainfall
that the county gets
south of the
Mendips.
These days we make
a mix of both still
and sparkling wines
which most people
sell within our
boundaries although
we are a bit of an
exception to that in that in normal times (remember them?)
most of our wine found its way into London bars and
restaurants. The great joy is the wide range of styles that we
make. Oatley www.oatleyvineyard.co.uk specialise in oaked
wines as well as a Riesling like Kernling. At
Wraxall www.wraxallvineyard.co.uk just south of Shepton
and Dunleavy www.dunleavyvineyard.co.uk I particularly like
their Pinot Noir Rosé wines.
We also have the excellent Greenhills
Estate www.greenhillestate.co.uk who make very good Pinot
Noir and Chardonnay. For a wider range and organised tours
there’s the largest producer
Aldwick www.aldwickestate.co.uk which is just south of
Bristol Airport,
Most vineyards are open to visitors if
you give them a call beforehand and
you can buy direct.
Give them a go and you won’t be
disappointed.

Please support our advertisers!
We bring you the Leveller free every month. We could not do that without the commercial support of our
advertisers. Please support them as they have supported us.
This has never been more true than it is today.
With Coronavirus shutting down so many local businesses, even if they can trade online or
they are food businesses, things are tight like never before.
Once again many advertisers have been kind to us, supporting us when perhaps they did
not need to advertise. We know that you may not be able to use their services today, but
please remember them when the county is open again and offer them the support they have offered to us.
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Cobbs Column by Jane Rodger
Happy joints
Last month, we discussed the use of essential oils in the form
of aromatherapy. As mentioned, being such a fascinating and
vast subject, there are many ways in which these oils can be
effectively used. One of the most effective is the use of some
key essential oils to relieve inflammation, pain, and discomfort
associated with arthritis and rheumatism.
Here are some easy to blend yet very effective recipes to
keep you mobile, pain free, and generally more flexible, as well
as enjoying the fragrant and uplifting benefits of these magical
plant oils.
Arthritis soother
Turmeric, Lavender, Rosemary
Add 6 drops of each of the above essential oils to 50 ml of
base oil such as sweet almond, and use as a massage oil applied
to affected joints twice daily.
Tumeric oil is a powerful anti inflammatory and pain reliever,
Lavender relaxes the muscles and eases tension
Rosemary is a powerful analgesic and blood flow stimulant
helping to remove toxic build up associated with joint stiffness.
Muscle ease blend
Eucalyptus, Peppermint, Black pepper
Blend 6 drops of each oil to 50 ml of base oil, use as a muscle
toning oil, helping to release tension and ease cramps. Makes a
great pre and post sports blend to prevent strains and buildup of toxins in the muscle fibres.
Eucalyptus is anti-inflammatory
Peppermint cools and soothes hot inflamed joints
Black pepper soothes, warms, and reduces pain
The all rounder
Frankincense
Chamomile
Marjoram
Lavender
Blend 4 drops of each oil in 50 mls of base oil and use as an
all-round joint and muscle blend to help keep them healthy,
supple, and free from niggly aches and pains.
Any of the above blends can be added to your bath for a
relaxing, therapeutic soak. Simply add three drops of each
essential oil from your chosen blend to a cup of milk and add
to your bath. The fat in the milk will help emulsify the essential
oils and disperse them into the water.
If you are pregnant you will need to check with your health
care professional before using essential oils as many are
unsuitable.
Also epilepsy and high blood pressure patients need to take
advice.
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Choked! The garden in July
This time last year I wrote about pickling
artichoke hearts in olive oil. It was a timeconsuming task and resulted in several jars
of delicious additions to summer salads.
After a month, the jars fizzed alarmingly
upon opening and I have just evicted the last
two jars of pickled botulism in my larder,
wary of opening them.
I now pick the heads at snooker ball size and
eat the hearts fresh. 8 square metres of
artichokes yielding less than a kilo of food
does not make sense except to artichoke
freaks. You can’t get away with sticking
artichokes into the border, each one takes
up a metre, looks dreadful once you
decapitate the heads and the old stems loll
disgracefully.
It has been a disheartening year for clients in
new build houses up the road from me. The
houses were completed in the winter wet,
and the subsoil was compacted by machinery and as bad as I
have ever seen. By spring the gardens were roughly scraped
clear and topsoil was hastily spread about 5 inches deep
(generous for a new build) and turf laid on top.
A counsel of perfection would suggest the hire of a digger
and a skip to remove and set aside the topsoil, scrape off and
dispose of several tonnes of excess subsoil (the garden level
is domed up just where a flat lawn is desired), rip through the
remaining subsoil, return the topsoil with extra graded
topsoil and compost and start again. For reasons of
disruption and expense, this seldom happens.

50

by Kath Crouch

Photo by Shelley Pauls
An entire generation of new gardeners is concluding that
gardening is too much hard work and unrewarding, as
nothing grows well for them, and when I try to chisel a fork
into new lawns flattened and baked, it’s easy to see why. In
one garden, 2 large adult sons on furlough have been
persuaded to renovate one border by hand according to my
instructions. I hope the experience has not put them off
gardening for life and the ease and success of future gardening
encourages this family to restore the health to the soil, if only
one sweaty metre at a time.
Cheerful
On a more cheerful note, it has been lovely to see how many
people have been growing vegetables during furlough and
being delighted about how much food even 3 metres of wellprepared soil can produce. Let me know for how many
decades you can grow your own veggies before you no
longer feel compelled to bore guests with every serving?
2 square metres of Crouch Towers was sown with mixed
salad leaves, parsley, dill and rocket, now growing faster than
I can eat it. One Monday, I vowed to have one healthy bowl
of salad leaves, mangetout and cucumber with a nice balsamic
vinegar and honey dressing for lunch every day, sitting on my
sun- drenched natural stone patio feeling smug and middle
class and losing pounds of weight.
For variety, I found exotic unloved stuff in the back of the
cupboard to add, like sundried tomatoes, capers, sunflower
seeds and croutons, but I gave the pickled artichokes a miss.
Chefs charge you a fortune for a good larder clear-out. My
daily salad was delicious and varied and by Friday I was
gagging for a plate of chips.
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Behind the Wheel by David Young
How to leave lockdown in style
Another month of lockdown is behind
us but at least now we have a vague
idea of where we’re going. Restrictions
are being eased and we’re starting to
get hints of how life might start to
return to something a bit more normal.
It’ll take some time before we can
honestly say we’re in the clear but
given the pubs are opening again I think
it’s safe to say there’s a hint of light at
the end of a very long tunnel.
So if I’m going to torture that tunnel
analogy and say we’re about to emerge
from the darkness and back into the
sunshine I may as well do it in one of
the most amazingly beautiful cars
you’re never likely to see: The Eagle
Lightweight GT.
For those who might not know Eagle is
a small engineering firm in Sussex that
specialises in restoring and upgrading
E-Type Jags. It also has a sideline in
creating its own special editions, the
Lightweight GT being the fourth and
latest to join the list after the
Speedster, Low Drag GT, and Spyder
GT.
The original E-Type Lightweight arrived
in 1963 when Jaguar built just 12 to
compete in various race events. Noisy,
brutal, exhilarating and exhausting,
these brilliant race cars were
intoxicating on the track and visceral
on the road. Six years earlier Jaguar had
re-equipped and retuned 16 of their
legendary D-Type racers to create the
XKSS: race car fast but with added
comfort and refinement that allowed
owners such as Steve McQueen to
drive them every day. For some reason
Jaguar’s Lightweight E-Type never
received the same treatment...so Eagle
has done it instead.
The process of creating the ultimate
E-Type starts with a complete stripdown of an original Series 1 E-Type.
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Every panel is replaced with a
lightweight aluminium version that
a specialist craftsmen invested
more than 2,500 hours into
forming the sensual curves, then
fitting them to a tolerance many
times more demanding than those
specified by Jaguar’s Competition
Department. The famous
Lightweight profile is faithfully
recreated, with subtle
enhancements to aerodynamics
including a deeper rear ramp
angle, deeper sills (which also
increase chassis stiffness and allow
the driver to sit lower, improving
headroom and lowering the
centre of gravity) and increased
screen rake front and rear with
bespoke glass. Wheel arch
size has also been enlarged
to accommodate 16” pegdrive magnesium alloy
wheels, modelled on the
original Dunlop racing
wheels but wider, with a
little more offset and one
inch taller to allow more
modern tyres.
The beating heart of the car
is Eagle’s 4.7 litre evolution
of the famous Jaguar XK
straight six that was fitted
not just to E-Types, but also
wide-angle head, as specified for factory
to the C and D-Types that, in the
Lightweights, accommodates larger
1950s, won an astonishing five outright
valves and a higher lift camshaft for
victories at Le Mans. Factory
improved breathing. Peak power of 380
Lightweights were specified with an
bhp arrives at 5,750 rpm, but the
aluminium block replacing the iron
performance of this unit comes from
block of road cars, an upgrade
the vast wave of torque that makes the
replicated by Eagle. A bespoke
crankshaft, pistons
and con rods
Sodoku for this month
improve
responsiveness and
durability, while a
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Eagle Lightweight GT feel effortlessly fast, before launching
into an urgent, howling dash for the redline. That translates
to a sub-5 second sprint to 60mph and top speed of 170mph.
The factory Lightweight was a stripped-out racer though.
Eagle has managed to retain the feel and performance of a
60s competition car from an incredible era in British
motorsport, but with the modern comfort, refinement and
reliability that would make it a perfect long-distance GT car.
The floor of the car is redesigned to improve the driving
position and increase legroom and comfort; the seats are
modern, comfortable and much more supportive; the
suspension is completely upgraded to improve both comfort
and performance; the brakes are modern, four-piston
callipers with vented disks that unlike 1960’s brakes actually
work; the electrical systems are all fully modernised and it’s
even got air conditioning and redesigned 3D printed switches
that are easier to get your fingers around to operate. Eagle
even took the time to fine-tune the exhaust so it sounds like
a race car without deafening you or attracting any unwanted
attention.
The end result of all this expert tinkering - according to Eagle
- is a classic supercar that fuses the character and charm of
the original Jaguar E-Type with the intoxicating thrills of a
1963 factory Lightweight, thoughtfully and comprehensively
re-engineered to ensure the new owner enjoys every mile,
every day. For enthusiasts wanting to wrap the intense
flavours of ‘60s motorsport in the sumptuous, hand crafted
comforts of a luxury GT, this is about as good as an E-Type
can possibly be.

Before you ask, yes of course there’s a catch and you already
know exactly what it is.
For a start you need to buy an original Series 1 E-Type for
Eagle to work on, preferably from Eagle’s stock so they know
it’s a solid car to begin with. Then you need to pay Eagle for
the bespoke design service that tailors the car to your exact
specification. Then you need to wait around 8,000 man-hours
while various skilled trades go to work on creating your
ultimate E-Type, and considering they only expect to build
two per year you might have to wait a while before they even
start work on yours.
At the end of that process you will be the proud owner of
one of the most achingly beautiful, elegant and desirable cars
you will ever lay eyes on. You’ll also be nearly one million
quid poorer....but don’t let that stop you.

Advertisers and our papers
Whilst every care is taken to ensure accuracy, neither our papers
nor their publishers can accept liability for loss, damage or omission
caused by error in the printing of an advert.
All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that permission has
been given for its use in this publication. Adverts are accepted on
the strict understanding that descriptions of goods and services are
both fair and accurate.
The Leveller® accepts adverts in good faith and cannot be held
liable for miss-selling or inaccurate descriptions made by our
advertisers.

Quiz Question Quandary ??????????

June Sodoku answer

Your question for this month: In which country would you find three
political parties whose names translate roughly as “We, Ourselves”,
Warriors of Destiny” and The Tribe of the Gaels”.
Last month we asked you: Can you find the common thread that links
a station in Budapest, a bridge in Porto and a church in Chile?
The answer was they were all buildings created by Gustave Eiffel.
Apart from building his famous tower he also designed the BudapestNyugati station, the Maria Pia Bridge over the Douro near Porto and
the church of San Marcos in Arica, Chile
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After lockdown by Godfrey Hall
In these days of lockdown and
restricted travel there are still plenty of
places in this country well worth
visiting and so I thought I would collect
together some of my favourites places
around the UK.
If I was asked to select a city that I
could return to over and over again it
surely must be Cambridge. Small and
compact, this unique location has so
much history and heritage that it is a
must for any traveller. There are plenty
of unusual places to visit in the city
including the famous Fitzbillies, where
you can enjoy tea and a bun similar to
the ones provided to students over the
years to sustain them during their
examinations. The Cambridge Backs
are worth exploring and if you get a
chance, do take a punt down the river
Cam. There are some wonderful lesser

known colleges tucked within easy
reach of each other and of course
Kings College Chapel. There is a
regular bus service into the city from
the station and plenty of beautiful open
spaces. The joy of Cambridge is that
everywhere is so close. The other
amazing University City is Oxford. This
time the station is in walking distance
from the centre but you will find that
the colleges are further apart. If you are
once again looking for somewhere a bit
different, then make for the Alice in
Wonderland shop which is dedicated
to the books of Charles Dodgson
better known as Lewis Carroll who
was a lecturer at the university. The
shop actually features in Alice Through
the Looking Glass, so it is worth getting
hold of a copy and seeing if you can
spot the relevant illustrations. Harry
Potter fans will have a field day in the
city as there are plenty of locations
from the films. Again the many colleges
are worth visiting together with the
Bodleian Library and a stroll along the
meadows close to the river.
If I was asked to choose my favourite
coastal area in the UK, it would have to
be Northumberland. In a region
stretching from Newcastle up to
Edinburgh, this coastline includes
spectacular castles, the Farne Islands
and also Lindisfarne together with
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some of the best fish and chips in the
country which can be found in the tiny
seaside town of Seahouses. For kippers
then make for Crabster. Inland there is
the pretty town of Alnwick and on the
coast Alnmouth. Hadrian’s Wall is
worth investigating as is Kilder Forest
and the National Park. At Seahouses
you can go out with Billy Shiel’s to the
Farne Islands and the lighthouse made
famous by Grace Darling. Newcastle
nearby has its own airport and is a
thriving city with art galleries and
museums. Further down the coast
close to Hull, is an area made famous
by David Hockney and his incredible
paintings. His family lived here for many
years and it is possible to walk in his
footsteps and visit some of the sites of
his famous pictures. I am sure like me,
you will find the open spaces and views
very spectacular.
Down at the bottom end of the UK,
you will find the Isles of Scilly. A short
ferry ride or plane ride, these islands
are more like the Caribbean than the
UK. Tiny by comparison with many
others around the English coast, the
capital Hugh Town on St Mary’s has a
uniqueness all of its own. Hopefully by
the time you are able to visit the new
helicopter passenger service will be
back in operation. Based in Penzance,
this will cut the journey from several
hours by ferry to just a few minutes, as
it skirts the coast line and crosses the
narrow stretch of water.There are
several islands worth visiting, including
Tresco which is famous for its gardens.
Look out for some amazing blooms
including some incredible agapanthus
which grow wild in the hedgerows.
For many years, before moving to
Somerset over 20 years ago, I lived
near the town of Westerham in Kent in
the south east part of England. Nearby
you will find Chartwell, which was at
one time the home of Winston
Churchill and also the pleasant market
town of Sevenoaks and Knowle Park
with its herds of deer, cricket pitch and
a wonderful stately home. I have
enjoyed many hours walking around
the grounds or experiencing recreated
battles of days gone by. A few miles
from Westerham is the small town of
Biggin Hill, high up on the North
Downs and famous for the Second
World War air field and close by you
will find the village of Downe. The main
house in the village was for many years
the home of Charles Darwin. The
countryside is very attractive and the
area is very quiet considering it is so
close to London.

One region rather nearer to home is
the Malvern Hills. At the bottom of the
hills is the small town of Great Malvern
where you will find the Morgan factory.
They have been making hand built cars
since the early 1900’s. The area which
can be easily reached by train from
Somerset, was a favourite spot for the
composer Elgar and you will find his
home near to Malvern. Worcester
Cathedral is well worth visiting as is the

older part of the city which has strong
connections with the pottery industry.
There is a Royal Worcester Porcelain
Museum in the city and a delightful
cricket ground by the river. Not far
from Worcester are the Cotswolds.
Full of small market towns and villages,
this is a popular area for second homes
and for visitors from overseas, so the
best time to visit is probably late spring
or early autumn. Blenheim Palace is
magnificent as are the towns of Stowon-the-Wold and Broadway.
Closer to home is the city of Wells
with its impressive cathedral and
opposite Cathedral Close one of the
oldest streets in Europe. sights include
The Bishops Palace and the market,
which I am sure will eventually open up
once the current situation is in hand.
Finally one should not miss out locally
on the city of Bath with its Roman
Baths. Whilst these are very popular
with international visitors, there are
also lots of hidden corners such as Sally
Lunn’s Tea Shop close to the Abbey,
trips along the Kennet and Avon canal
or a walk through the Georgian
backstreets. It is also worth a visit to
the American Museum set high above
the city where you can enjoy its
impressive beautiful gardens and
historic house. Also do not forget the
pretty hamlet of Bathampton just
outside the city and the historic indoor
market next to the Guildhall and the
famous Bath Postal Museum.
With all of these delights, it now
seems to be a good time to investigate
some of the locations mentioned on
line and start making your plans for
your next UK based vacation.
Words and pictures © Godfrey Hall

Features
The Leveller® has written a lot about the Badger Cull, this
month we have a piece looking at it from a different point of
view:

Badgered to Death
Badgers are an iconic British wild mammal. Members of the
weasel family, with their characteristic black and white stripe
making them easily recognised and popular among the public.
Popular they may be, yet we have a schizophrenic relationship
with the Badger, it has been, and is, so persecuted that its
name has been co-opted into the English language as a verb
meaning to worry incessantly. That persecution has now taken
on an official element, namely the Government sanctioned and
taxpayer funded Badger cull. Owen Patterson, the then Environment Secretary, introduced what was supposed to be a
four-year cull to Somerset in 2013 in an attempt to control
the debilitating cattle disease ‘Bovine TB’. Moving on a few
years Taunton Dean MP (and now Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at defra) Rebecca Pow, a strong supporter of
culling Badgers, fell foul of the compassionate British public
when she was forced to resign as Vice President of Somerset
Wildlife Trust (who use a Badger as their emblem) after a petition that gained almost 90,000 signatures highlighted the obvious conflict of interest.
So with the Somerset cull estimated to have cost the taxpayer
£20 million (or about £7,000 per Badger) where are we? Analysis conducted in 2019 by the former government scientist Dr
Iain McGill shows that, in Somerset, after killing Badgers every
year since 2013 the incidence rate of bTB has declined slightly
but that the disease has infected even more cattle herds. Official data shows that the number of Somerset’s cattle herds
infected with bTB increased from 6.1% when the culling started to 6.7% at the end of 2019. Value for money or an exercise
in wilful stupidity?
The policy has unfortunately become a distraction from the
real issue of cattle to cattle transmission of what is, undoubtably, a devastating disease for Somerset’s cattle industry.
In 2018 the Government commissioned a review into bTB
policy, conducted by Sir Charles Godfray. Among other things

Back Issues Available
If you’ve not been able to get a copy of The Leveller® during
the lockdown, we can post back issues to you. We reserve a
small number of copies in our archive each month. You can
get a copy for £2.50 by writing a cheque payable to
Even Handed Licensing
Limited and sending it to:
Great Western House,
Westover, Langport TA10
9RB. Please remember to
specify which issue of The
Leveller® you want!

Try us online!
Leveller.Live covers all the news from Somerset in between
issues of The Leveller®. Expressed in our unique style you can
keep up to date.
Go to https://leveller.live/ to see what’s new….
Advertise online
It is also the perfect place to advertise online. All our hits are
genuine UK readers.
So when you advertise on Leveller.Live it is to the same
customer base you get with the hard copy of The Leveller®.
To find out more and check our ad rates contact Ruth on:
levelleradvert@gmail.com

the Godfray Review concluded that Badgers were not the primary cause of the disease and that the mass killing of Badgers
would not reduce the disease in cattle over the long term. So
with 100,000 Badgers killed in England since 2013 and the real
prospect of local extinctions of an animal that has inhabited
England since the last ice age, would the Godfray Review be
used as the basis for a face-saving exit strategy? It would seem
not. Unfortunately, there is no end in sight for this taxpayer

funded act of ecological vandalism, this May the Government’s
nature advisor, Natural England, issued licences for more
Badgers to be killed in Somerset.
Regrettably, in 2020 Somerset will again be linked to the
pointless, wholesale slaughter of an iconic and much-loved
wild mammal.
Andre Blacker is a local ecologist
and can be contacted at moreliaecology@gmail.com
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Computer Corner by Adrian Arnold
Information and Opinion

Working for the Somerset
countryside by the editor
During coronavirus, many of us have connected more closely
than ever to our nearby countryside and green spaces. They
reinvent, refresh and regenerate us. They leave us healthier,
fitter, calmer, happier; more ready to face what comes next.
We need nature. We need the countryside. And it is clear
now that we must never take it for granted.
CPRE, The Countryside Charity, has been campaigning for our
countryside for over 90 years. Along the way their work and
lobbying helped to establish our national parks, AONBs and
the countryside code. Here in Somerset, CPRE’s small team,
mostly volunteers, have been continuing their hard work
during lockdown.
You may have read about CPRE’s “Reasons to be Cheerful”
photo competition - featured in The Leveller® this summer celebrating the everyday nature and landscapes on our
doorstep.
They also run practical projects to improve our countryside
like “Green Clean” litterpicks and are helping to restore
historic signposts, thanks to a grant from Hinkley C
Community Fund.
CPRE are probably best known for their planning work. Every
day, CPRE’s dedicated and very knowledgeable volunteers are
helping local communities who feel overwhelmed by complex
planning applications threatening their countryside.
CPRE is not anti-development per se. This is not all about a
countryside preserved in aspic. But they do want to see the
right development in the right place. They advocate for rural
affordable housing and have always campaigned for better use
of brownfield land, the best kind of recycling!
CPRE is a registered charity with no government funding yet
they can punch above their weight in terms of influence and
impact. They rely entirely on donations and membership
subscriptions. To support CPRE or to find out more visit
www.cpresomerset.org.uk , call 0845 269 4206 or email
admin@cpresomerset.org.uk
CPRE is currently looking for a qualified Planner to offer
professional expertise and work alongside volunteers – you can see
the advert on the jobs page.
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The term ‘fake news’ may have been promoted by the
incumbent American President but misleading information has
been around ever since Gutenberg introduced the printing
press. Leaflets, pamphlets and broadsheets disseminated the
news, fake and otherwise, to a population that was beginning
to read more frequently. Printed material is now under severe
pressure by the electronic media but that does not mean that
the information is any more accurate.
How many times have you been at the scene of an event
which was later reported in the press in a way that is totally
unrecognised by yourself? But you go on to read the rest of
the news as if it were Gospel.
The tedium of the Brexit negotiations has now been surpassed
by the daily repetition on the state of the coronavirus
pandemic. There is nothing I can do about either situation so I
find myself reading less and less of the newspaper and muting
the television news until the weather forecast is delivered.
I have turned instead to reading blogs. What are blogs? A blog
is a website published on the World Wide Web consisting of
discrete, often informal, diary-style text entries to which
subscribers can add or comment. There are many such
websites some of which are free, such as Google’s Blogger,
and others like Medium to which you pay a subscription and
offer payments relative to the number of views your articles
receive. There are articles on almost every subject under the
sun. For example, in the past four days I have received emails
from blog sites offering articles entitled “Latvia: Europe’s
Nation of Introverts”; “Is it safer to Fly or Drive this summer?
Five experts weigh in” and “The Father’s Day Fishing Trip I’ll
Never Forget”.
They are the modern equivalent of a detailed diary offering
opinion rather than hard information. Other opinion articles
can be found in the daily newsletters of the national press
which often reflect the political leaning of the particular
paper. I tend to have right of centre political views but I get
the daily newsletter from the liberal more left-wing Guardian
paper. Some of the headlines hold no interest for me at all
while another will attract my attention and promote an
alternative view on a subject which is worth considering.
Whatever you read that interests you will keep the grey cells
active, so explore and sign up for a couple of newsletters.
There is rarely any charge and you can unsubscribe at any
time.
Website of the month – https://royalarmouries.org/tudorpower-glory/ In June 1520 Henry VIII of England and Francis I
of France met for a diplomatic and sporting event of
unprecedented scale and ambition. The Field of Cloth of Gold
was one of the greatest and most conspicuous displays of
wealth, pageantry and culture that Europe had ever seen.
A Video to watch –
https://tinyurl.com/y
9eov3a5 The most
wonderful
explanation of
sleight of hand
magic by Penn and
Teller
If you have any
request for future
articles or have a
computing
problem, please contact me at adrian.vetman@gmail.com

Somerset Diary/Culture and events

Somerset Cultural Diary
Well another month has gone by and I don’t
need to remind you that nothing much has
changed in the arts scene. It is disappointing
that although pubs are allowed back, little
attempt has been made to accommodate
theatres and the arts.
So once again in place of events, we are
offering you a cultural section which hopefully
will offer some ideas that may act as
boredom relief while we wait for things to
return to normal.
Once again we wish all our readers good
health, stay safe and follow government
advice. We will be back with a diary as soon
as we have something to put in it!

Our
Community
(you can find The Leveller
in all these places)

Frome Photographer Pops Up
Lockdown has put all our lives on hold.
For Frome-based Documentary and
Fine Art Photographer Mark Brookes it
has been especially frustrating. It
delayed the arrival of his pop-up
photography gallery at Fromie Gifts on
Stony Street. Mark is the first to take
part in the ‘Meet the Makers’ scheme
set up by Nicky Bragg at Fromie Gifts.
With the COVID-19 situation Nicky,
like all small independent shops, closed
her doors in March, concentrating on
her busy online business.
Fromie Gifts re-opened on 15 June,
ensuring that any current social
distancing rules are respected for the
health and wellbeing of her customers.
Handing over to Mark for a pop-up
during the month of July sees Nicky
getting back on track and continuing
her philosophy of supporting local

creatives.
Snapping success
Mark who produces the annual Frome
Calendar and a popular range of photoart cards has been in the photography
business for many years. He studied at
Salisbury College of Art, and
established himself as a go-to
photographer for alternative portraits,
documentary images and Fine Art
gallery prints during the 1990s, running
a successful studio over the border in
Wiltshire. Based in Frome for the past
eight years Mark has returned to the
photographic world and is back to
producing quirky portraits as well as
documentary work and alternative
images of his adopted town.
The opening of this month long pop-up
gallery coincides with the publication of
three new books covering Mark’s work

with models and musicians, Extinction
Rebellion and his adopted hometown
of Frome where he lives with his
partner – the saxophonist and writer
Vicki Burke.
He told us that “This has become an
extremely challenging year for small
independent retailers, creatives and all
businesses in Frome, it went from an
encouraging start to an almost total
shutdown. Shops are now looking to reopen and businesses are taking steps to
pick up from where they left off. For me
this was to be a busy year and the launch
of my new work, art fairs and
commissions. My pop-up gallery was to be
the starting point, so I’m going to make
the best of what the ‘new normal’
becomes and go for it. I’m very grateful to
Nicky at Fromie Gifts for the support,
commitment and encouragement.”

The Hanging Gallery
No it is not as gruesome as it sounds…. For the first time ever, Langport’s famous 13th-century Grade-1 Listed Ancient
Monument “The Hanging Chapel” will be opening as an Art Gallery.
With the kind permission of the Langport Town Trust and Portcullis Lodge Freemasons, photographer David Sims has been
granted the privilege to use “The Hanging Chapel” as a "pop-up" gallery. This will run over the summer months, until
October. Because of social distancing access to the gallery is by appointment, but if you’d like to see his work it is pretty
straightforward to arrange. A maximum of two people can view at a time and you can book directly through his Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/TheHangingGallery (for more
information text to 07850 997671, or email
sims.david@me.com)
David’s work focuses on capturing the natural beauty and
character of Somerset and the Levels in particular. And his
work has drawn appreciation elsewhere too. He currently has
two images shortlisted for British Landscape Photographer of
the year 2020.
He has two collection son show in the Gallery over the
summer:
“Wild West” - inspired by the landscapes and wildlife of
Somerset. Limited Editions
“Retro Travel Somerset” - Vintage Tourism images for Langport
& surrounding area.
Daytime appointments 10am - 4pm. David is also offering
evening appointments so that local businesses can also attend.
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Great Books That Nearly Never Made It by John Fish
The War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells
You have probably read the book,
heard the radio dramatisation, listened
to the album and seen the original film
and the remake. But it is hard to think
even as I write this column that one of
the most famous books ever published
could possibly not have been.
I have spent many hours in The London
Library reading Charles Dickens’ early
books that were originally serialised in
newspapers and magazines, the same
was also true in the 19th century when
H.G. Wells serialised The War of the
Worlds which appeared in Pearson’s
Magazine in the UK and The
Cosmopolitan magazine from April to
December 1897. Periodicals normally
wanted the endings before they agreed
a sum and published. During this time
H.G. Wells’ novel received rejections
from publishers with one describing it
as “an endless nightmare”. In 1898 the
publisher William Heinemann published

the novel in its entirety and it received
favourable reviews, although some
notable reviews described the events in
the novel as ‘brutal’.
The novel is written in the first person
but he remains unnamed. We just
know he lives in Surrey and also that
his brother is in London as the South of
England becomes the staging post of an
invasion by aliens from Mars. The book
has been published ever since. It was
voted in at 56th out of the 100 books
of the century by Le Monde, the Parisbased newspaper in 1999.
Fast-forward to Halloween on 30
October 1938 and Orson Welles began
his now famous live broadcast on an
adaptation of The War of the Worlds
which sparked panic for some who
were listening as they believed it was
actually happening. 1953 saw the first of
the films based on the novel starring
Gene Barry. In 1978 Jeff Wayne went

one step further with the album
version of The War of the Worlds with
Richard Burton and David Essex
starring, which has sold millions of
copies to this day. In 2005 Steven
Spielberg directed and Tom Cruise
starred in the latest version of the
book. Most recently the BBC aired a
mini-series that took the story back to
its roots in Surrey.
“Yet across the gulf of space, minds
that are to our minds as ours are to
those of the beasts that perish,
intellects vast and cool and
unsympathetic, regarded this earth with
envious eyes, and slowly and surely
drew their plans against us”.
H. G. Wells (1898), The War of the
Worlds
You can find more of John’s work at:
The Last Word Book Review.
@TheLastWord1962

Ghoulishly good

The Secret Garden(s)

Last month we at Leveller® Towers came across a new(ish)
book “Somerset Executions”. It is self-published by a new
author, Ann Marie Gould. A keen student of local history she
declares she has “a real love for the county of Somerset and the
people that walked down our streets before us.” As she trawls the
history and fate of some of our county’s bad ’uns, we realise
quickly how often it was poverty and lack of choice that led
local people to risk their lives
– and ultimately to pay with
them.
The book is methodical. You
learn, in turn, about the
methods of execution, the
places of execution and even
the executioners themselves.
Splitting the main section into
different eras, starting with
the 17th century, Ann Marie
paints vignettes of some of
those who were executed.
She depicts their crimes and
in some cases the tension
around the will they/won’t
they aspects of their trial. By
going back to the 17th
century we have enough
historical breadth to take in
those executed for witchcraft in the same book as the man who
served at Shepton as executioner to the US forces based in our
county during the Second World War.
It’s a fascinating read and gives a lot of local detail that should
interest the generalist and local historian alike. “Somerset
Executions" is available on Amazon – https://amzn.to/376VNmu
or direct from the author
https://amgouldsomersetauthor.com/books/
Ann Marie writes about all aspects of Somerset People and
places on her blog - https://amgouldsomersetauthor.com/

Abigail Willis is something of an expert on gardens. Her
publishing track record includes The London Garden Book
A-Z, (both editions of which were shortlisted for a Garden
Media Guild ‘Inspirational Book of the Year’ award) and her
recent book The Remarkable Case of Dr Ward and other
Amazing Gardening Innovations. She’s a member of the Critics
Circle and the Garden Media Guild.
Now, having lived in Somerset for over twenty years, she has
turned her horticultural insight to more local matters. Her
latest work, The
Secret Garden of
Somerset : A
Private Tour is due
to be published on
15th September.
Illustrated with
luxuriant photos by
Clive Boursnell and
published in
hardback Abigail finds her home county to be a richly
rewarding destination. It is a lavishly endowed place with
unspoilt landscapes that range from a Jurassic coastline to
picturesque hill ranges and the low lying Levels,
It is hardly a surprise that
Somerset should be a
horticultural hotspot. A
home to revered historic
gardens, trend-setting
contemporary designs,
pioneering organic gardens
as well as being the
birthplace of modern
cottage gardening.
But if some of these
gardens are well established
and well known (Margery
Fish’s cottage garden at
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The Secret Garden(s)
Abigail Willis is something of an expert on gardens. Her
publishing track record includes The London Garden Book
A-Z, (both editions of which were shortlisted for a Garden
Media Guild ‘Inspirational Book of the Year’ award) and her
recent book The Remarkable Case of Dr Ward and other
Amazing Gardening Innovations. She’s a member of the Critics
Circle and the Garden Media Guild.
Now, having lived in Somerset for over twenty years, she has
turned her horticultural insight to more local matters. Her
latest work, The Secret Garden of Somerset : A Private Tour
is due to be published on 15th September. Illustrated with
luxuriant photos by Clive Boursnell and published in hardback
Abigail finds her home county to be a richly rewarding
destination. It is a lavishly endowed place with unspoilt
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SEEDs of growth for the Arts
by Phil Shepherd
Despite the financial challenges currently facing much of the
UK arts and creative sector, there’s inspiring news from
Sedgemoor, where a new project called Seed Creative People
and Places is getting underway.
The project is the first of its kind in the South West, and with
£1.1 million of Arts Council National Lottery funding for the
first four years, together with match from local councils and
industry, it is intended ‘to create arts and cultural experiences
for people who have tended to engage less with arts and
culture in the past.’ A consortium of local organisations is
driving the project, led by Homes in Sedgemoor, with
Bridgwater Senior Citizens Forum, Bridgwater Town Council,
Community Council for Somerset and Somerset Film.
Claire Tough, Director of Neighbourhoods at Homes in
Sedgemoor says, “We are committed to a ten-year vision of
building on local art and culture with the people of Sedgemoor.
Within our communities there is a wealth of knowledge, skills and
creativity, much of which remains hidden or undervalued. This is a
great opportunity to tap into that resource to everyone’s benefit.
We especially look forward to meeting and working with people
who might not have had the chance to explore their creative ideas
and dreams till now. So, whether you are into hip hop or knit and
natter, carnival or computer games, church choir or body art,
whatever your passion, Seed is for you!”
The project was due to kick off this summer with consultation
taster events planned across the district, but as Project
Director, Scott O’Hara explains, the pandemic has meant a
change of plan. “Under the banner of Creative Lives Under
Lockdown, we’ve commissioned five arts activities that people can
do from their own homes, including online dance, shooting videos
with their phones, arts and crafts classes, filling a sketchbook we
provide, sharing stories of ‘clap for the NHS’ Thursdays. Even
under lockdown, we are seeing people find the creative arts a great
way to express themselves, as well as address challenges that
confront them in their lives. Get in touch with us to find out more at
seedsedgemoor.com”

Will there be a Festival this year?
All over the country literature lovers and festival goers are
wondering, and indeed maybe worrying, about their favourite
events. Will they, won’t they?
And it is especially true for this year’s Wells Festival of
Literature. Usually July is the month when we will be telling
you all about the line up, the event launches, the run up to the
Festival. It is the time when brochures appear, tickets to the
big names start to be snapped up.
So what is happening in this strange year? Will Wells sees a
2020 Festival? If so, what form will it take? Who might we see
and how can we find out more?
No-one can of course predict what will happen in the months
ahead. So the festival organisers have been planning on the
basis that the show will go on. What else can anybody do?
Remember the Festival is scheduled to run from 16th to 24th
October. So if all goes to the government plan, there is no
reason why things cannot proceed. And already they have
lined up 35 outstanding speakers, including the Poet Laureate
Simon Armitage, are lined up to challenge and entertain
audiences. Inevitably questions remain. Exactly what shape and
format will this year’s Festival take? They continue to monitor
the situation closely, follow Government guidelines and take
advice from experts. Once the situation is clear, they will
announce further details, including booking instructions and
event timings. Please keep an eye on the local press and their
website for updates wellsfestivalofliterature.org.uk/
60

Culture and Events

Roof Alarm Campaign Success by Hattie Bowler
We reported in our April edition of
The Leveller® on a number of thefts of
lead from church roofs around
Somerset. The thefts over a period
from August 2019 to March this year
hit many parish churches hard.
It is not just the loss of the lead, but
the damage from leaks while the roof is
repaired and the ancillary damage to
stonework that often occurs when lead
is stolen.
On 3 June Paul Buica, aged 25, of
George Street, Birmingham;
Constantine Motescu, aged 31, of The
Stebbing, Sutton Hill, Telford and
Laurentiu Sucea, aged 37, also of
George Street, Birmingham, were
charged with conspiracy to steal over
thefts from the following Somerset
churches:
• Church of St Mary, Chesterblade,
between 21-28 August 2019
• Church of St Edward King and
Martyr, Goathurst, Bridgwater,
between 18-19 December 2019
(pictured)
• Church of the Holy Cross, Middlezoy,
Bridgwater, between 11-12 February
2020
• St Mary’s Church, Glastonbury,
between 14-15 February 2019

• St Mary’s Church, Barrington,
Ilminster, between 18-19 February
2020
• St Peter’s Church, Ilton, Ilminster,
between 20-21 February 2020
• St Giles’ Church, Bradford on Tone,
Taunton, between 26-27 February 2020
• Church of St Andrew and St Mary,
Pitminster, between 27-28 February
2020
• St John the Baptist Church,
Wellington, between 28-29 February
2020
• St Peter and St Paul’s Church, South
Petherton, between 4-5 March 2020
• Church of St Andrew and St Mary,
Pitminster, on 9 March 2020
Meanwhile we have heard some good
news of a successful campaign by the
Somerset Churches Trust (SCT).
Together with Allchurches Trust, the
charitable owner of Ecclesiastical
Insurance they ran a roof alarm grant
campaign.
The partnership was to use SCT’s
existing grant giving scheme to
distribute funds to mainly rural
churches in Somerset to enable them
to install roof alarms. The £30,000
Allchurches Trust fund, topped up by
SCT funds, has seen some 23 churches

benefit from grants to install roof
alarms, latterly providing up to £2,500
towards the cost of fitting alarm
systems.
Jeremy Noles, Grants and Relationships
Manager at Allchurches Trust was
pleased with the success of the
campaign “Metal theft continues to be a
challenging issue across the UK, and with
churches forced to close during the
Coronavirus lockdown, security is currently
an even bigger concern in many areas.
Success of schemes like the one in
Somerset in tackling this issue has led
Allchurches to extend its Roof Protection
scheme until the end of 2020 and
increased the amount of funding available,
with grants now funding up to 50% of the
cost of the alarm, up to a maximum of
£2500. We would encourage churches to
visit our website to find out more.”
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Better Access at Westhay
Somerset Wildlife Trust has been awarded £43,890 in funding
by Viridor Credits. The money will be used to make
improvements to Westhay Moor National Nature Reserve on
the Avalon Marshes. The funds will be used to help improve
access and visitor facilities.
Among the plans will be an upgraded carpark, and a brand new
boardwalk area as you enter the reserve.
The new boardwalk will allow people to see wildlife firsthand
and connect to nature quickly and positively, without having to
travel further into the reserve. It is being designed to provide
“a better visiting experience for those with limited mobility.”
This will improve visits for people using wheelchairs or
pushchairs in particular. Improvements to the carpark, will
include restructuring and resurfacing also make accessing the
reserve easier and safer for visitors.
Westhay Moor National Nature Reserve is one of the jewels
in the crown of Somerset Wildlife portfolio on the Somerset
Levels. The reserve was initially created by reclaiming land
from industrial-scale peat extraction. Then in 2015 the
Somerset Wildlife Trust raised over £55,000 to buy more land
to extend the reserve. Today it is a mecca for wildlife all year
round.
There aren’t too many other places in the UK where you can
hear a Bittern booming in the Spring. You can find 7 of the 9
UK breeding herons at Westhay, as well as fabulous resident
populations of wetland birds, otters, numbers of dragonflies
and also raptors such as Hobbies, Marsh Harriers, Peregrines
and the odd Hen Harrier.
The reserve is also a temporary home to tens of thousands of
overwintering birds. It is a special place and once the works
are finished, more people will be able to enjoy it. As Rachael
Fickweiler, Head of Nature Reserves and Land Management
says, “It’s really important to us that everyone has the chance to
experience the joy of the county’s special wildlife and can connect to
the natural world in their day-to-day lives.”

Big win for bibic
Langport based charity bibic were delighted to announce at
the end of last month that they had received a significant
grant from the National Lottery Communities Fund. The
grant of £79,000 comes from a new £200m programme
launched by The National Lottery Community Fund (which in
turn is part of the Government’s £750m financial support
package for charities and social enterprises). It is a big
statement of support for the vital work the charity does.
The National Lottery Community Fund is distributing this
fund, alongside their own funding, to support organisations
who continue to deliver services to people and communities
affected by COVID-19. The funding goes a long way to
address the severe loss in income bibic has experienced this
year due to the pandemic. It also gives the charity confidence
that they can continue to reach children and families who
have been deeply affected during the crisis. And it will allow
the charity to reach many more families and children across
the UK via their new digital services and to support those
that truly need them most.
bibic sees children and young people age 6 months to 25 years old
with or without a diagnosis, experiencing a variety of difficulties
and symptoms. The charity supports disabilities, developmental
difficulties learning difficulties and special educational needs and a
wide range of conditions including brain injury, Autism spectrum
disorder (ASD), Cerebral palsy, Attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD), Global developmental delay (GDD), Dyslexia,
Down’s syndrome, Sensory processing disorder and many more.
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ACEarts is back!
ACEarts, the gallery based in Somerton’s Old Town Hall is
back. They opened their doors again on Thursday 25th June.
Inevitably there have had to be quite a few changes (and
equally, by the time you read this they may have had to make
some more). Initially they have opted for shorter opening
times, in an attempt to keep staff and customers safe. For now
that means they will open from Thursday to Saturday 10 am 2 pm. Inside the new look shop is redesigned to be light and
airy and more importantly, to make social distancing and
shopping easy and pleasurable.
Exhibitions too
For the immediate future the exhibition space is closed but
current plans are to reopen in August to host an exhibition of
new work by Jenny Graham. Jenny has been featured in The
Leveller in the past as one of the subjects for our occasional
interviews. For her new exhibition she will be showing a series
of large paintings of the five districts of Somerset created
especially for this exhibition space. The work will include
etchings and assemblages relating to our magnificent county.
By the time you read this bibic should have opened its doors
again once more (on 1 July). They’ll be working through a
gradual roll out of services seeing one family at a time face to
face. But the work they do will now be backed up by digital
online assessments. The grant, along with fantastic support
from other grant and trust providers, businesses, and the
general public, has enabled plans to be drawn up for the
foreseeable future.
Bookings are already filling July, August, and September with a
combination of face to face and mostly online digital services.
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Walters Words of
Wisdom
As our government are constantly reminding
us, we must all know by now that we have
been following the “science”. But whose
science are we following. Walter Bagehot
had plenty to say on this subject and
remains as fresh and vital today as when
the ink first dried on the paper.
And “science” I regret to say only means scientific men, and they all
differ on every difficult practical question. Whenever there is an
important trial involving any complex point of engineering, twelve
engineers will give evidence upon oath, and doubtless with perfect
sincerity, in the affirmative,—and twelve others, with equal sincerity
and upon oath also, in the negative. Now, suppose our authorities
believe the wrong engineer, and our enemies’ authorities believe the
right “engineer”. This is no impossible supposition. On the contrary,
it is next to impossible that it should not frequently happen:
infallibility in the choice of scientific employés is as rare as any other
sort of administrative infallibility. And then with all our expenditure
we shall be worsted. We shall have spent a large fortune, but we
shall have obtained no security. Unless we have some other guide
besides a blind following of science (which, though it sound well in
showy generals and reads nicely in print, only means in life, at the
best an uncertain selection among discordant sects of scientific
persons), we shall never obtain real security, and we must
anticipate not a diminishing, but a still increasing expenditure.
(Count your enemies & economise your expenditure May
1862)
More information on Walter can be found at
https://sites.google.com/site/walterbagehotlangport/
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